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Divorce Might Save Monarchy 
(But What if Charles Remarries?) 


By John Dam ton 

Nr *' y ork Times Servic* 


AlanPeicival, Charles’s sp okesman. But 
- • — -st no one at die palace was wising to in- 

Srifsf? [MrarsBWS: 


1936 ’ ^ 

V m was forced to give up the crown 
of h* love f„ Z AaS 

■ W*® P®°plc cannot agree on so easily 

nf^ fBnUly * get OUt 

of fee predicament caused by the failed 
14-year marriage of Prince Charles and 
Diana. Pnncess of Wales. 

Queen Elizabeth n, who intervened 
trying to avoid what journalists and oth- 
ers who. keep an eye on Buckin gham 
Mace call the “nightmare scenario ” 
which could happen right now if. far 
example, the queen were to die. 

Ihen the feud between Charles and 
Duma would be a serious matter indeed. 

wou ld be a hostile king and queen ' 
on the thrones, each with a separate court 
and conspiring coteries of attendants and 
publicists, splitting the House of Wind- 
sor and very probably bringing rfv» 
monarchy down. 

That ugly prospect is put to rest the 
instant a divorce decree becomes final, 
because then Diana loses her claim to the 

throne. But even with a divorce, the 
problems do not go away. 

Unlike Wallis Simpson, die twice-di- 
vorced American who lived with her hus- 
band, the ex -king, in luxurious but ig- 
norninious exile in Paris far decades, 34- 
year-old Diana is not about to disappear. 

One major question is whether the 47- 
year-oki prince would remarry. As every 
school child here knows, the Church of- 
England has its origins moaeofhisiory’s 
most celebrated divorces — tihar of Hen- 
ry VUI from Catherine of Aragoa, whidh 
split it from Rome. But die Church of 
England frowns upon remarriages of di- 
vorced people, particularly when their 


si 


asked do you intend to get re- 
married, the answer is no,” said one 
official , in the royal household. “But 
dial’s not die same question as ‘will you 
newer ever in your life remarry?' I don’t 
think anyone is ever prepared to answer 

rtlBt miocfinn ’* 


Another eventuality that no one in 


authority is prepared to dismis s publicly 
it might happen with an unmarried 


is what 

Jring sitting on the throne. It is unlikely 
that the British press, which has avidly 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


documented every twist and turn in the 
sad saga of the prince’s love life so far, 
would leave him done. - 
Nor is it dear, that die British public, 
winch since foe days of Queen Victoria 
has regarded die royal family as a sort of 
surrogate for saddle-class respectability 
— erroneously in some cases — would sit 
still while he carried on relationships out- 
side of marriage. This might be especially 
true for Mrs. ParkerBowles, who is now 
herself divorced but seen by many peo- 
ple-ra-the'-street as a marriage-breaker. 

- A public opinion poll mlren by the 
respectedcwmtMORIanNov.21 found 
that 61 percent of a sample of 580 adults 
drought the Waleses should get divorced, 
but ahnost as high a. percentage — 59 — 
thought Prince Charles should not be 
allowed to become king if be marri ed 
: Mrs-Parkser-Bowies. 

...Another problem foe Buckingham 
Palace is rriiat to do with the Princess of 
Wales. Her lawyers werereported to be 
studying the queen's letter and com- 
mentators here believe die wiO strike a 


„ _ ^ hard bargain. 

ex-spouses we stfll living. ’ J1 * w . ^ '^MiKtc^iect drat theprrocess. who had 

Since the mon a rch is would follow her 

leader 

sone essk'^'dericS'fc-MB <%xte.w<xSd 
be una ooept hb te 

throne if he manic* Casafla 'JSSmate Richard Kay, said she 
Bowies, the woman he is «akJ^d^fc^h^^bo<v , dFiheiwiAes of her mother- 
loved, and with whom he carried*® aa^ in^aw aadfiad foe marriage, 
affair, during his marriage. /. « wifi mee and win agree 

Buckingham Made on Thursday sooa,^Mni£ay totdBBCradio. 
soughianescaperoutebyannomKiiwifeat r No matter what happens, Diana will 
the prince was tbhAing of do such thing remain foe mother of the future heir, 13- 
“Shotddfoerebeatfivorce^foeMpcp. year-bkl Prince William, and so must 


of Wales bra bo jmrntion of remariy ia^ 
— and I say thatoe foe record," said . 




-See DIVORCE, Page 6 
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of Wales kavmg her health dob In London on Thursday, 
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Israeli Army 
Turns Over 
Bethlehem 

TothePLO 


Palestinians Celebrate 
In Manger Square and 
Prepare for Christmas 


By Joel Greenberg 

New York Times Service 


J Wa iDtiyilgABMitd IV— 

A Pales t i n ia n woman passing an Orthodox Jew waiting to enter Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem on Thursday. 


Large Gains Seen for Turk Fundamentalists 

Ejection Platform: Cheap Bread, Clean Government 


By Celestine Bohlen 

New York Times Service 


ANKARA — For months now, Turkey 
has used the threat of rising Islamic fun- 
damentalism at home to warn Western 
allies of the consequences of leaving this 
Muslim country out in the cold. 

Now. on the eve of Sunday’s national 
elections, that threat — once rhetorical — 
is knocking at foe door of this bastion of 
secularism, as the staunchly Islamic Wel- 
fare Parly stands poised to enter Parliament 
as a major player. 

Nobody bin Welfare leaders themselves 
talk about their party winning a clear ma- 
jority in the 550-member Parliament. And 
few analysts consider it likely that Necmet- 
tin Erbakan, the Welfare Party’s charis- 


matic leader, will emerge as a partner in 
Turkey’s next coalition government 
But with Turkey's two major parties 
caught in adivisive fight of their own, there 
is a chance that the Welfare Party, cam- 
paigning on promises of cheap bread, clean 
government and a strong dose of pro-Is- 
Jamic, anti-Western rhetoric, may even 
emerge as Parliament’s largest bloc, per- 
haps tripling its current 38 seats. 

And that analysts and diplomats in 
Ankara say. will be enough to cast a pall 
over Turkey’s image as an outpost of mod- 
em democratic stability on Europe’s east- 
ern edge, where far decades it has been a 
strategic anchor for the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization anianr** 

"Even with 25 percent of the vote, the 
Welfare Party cannot do much in Par- 


liament but it will certainly change foe 
atmosphere,” said one Western diplomat 
“and it would have a considerable impact 
on foe Mediterranean and Muslim 
world.” 

With a ban on the publication of polling 
results, it is diffi cult to gauge the level of foe 
Welfare Party's electoral support in the 
final days of a brief but intense electoral 
campaign. But for anyone who doubted that 
the Welfare Party’s popularity was reaching 
a critical threshold, there was a thinly- 
veiled warning from Turkey’s powerful 
military establishment, which publicly an- 
nounced last week it was purging 50 Islamic 
fundamentalists from its officer corps. 

That message, quickly decoded by Turks 


See TURKEY, Page 6 


French Talks Get Off to a Rocky Start 


By Craig R. Whitney 

New York Times Service 


PARIS — Prime Minister Alain Juppg, 
trying to extinguish the labor unrest that 
wracked the country for almost a month, 
promised Thursday that he would listen to 
and negotiate with unions angered by his 
plans to cut France’s deficit 

Meeting with labor union and business 
leaders in his office for a “social summit” 
that went on into the evening, Mr. Juppd 
outlined plans to boost economic growth 
and asked them to agree on ways of airing 
on 250,000 additional entry-level workers 
next year to bring down France’s high 
unemployment rate, now at 1 1.5 percent. 

And be said the government would re- 
duce payroll taxes and impose a mora- 
torium on new tax increases after a system 


of paying for the deficit-ridden national 
health insurance and pension system is 
agreed on next year. 

[The union and employer group rep- 
resentatives both rejected an initial draft 
statement of conclusions reached during 


die meeting, Reuters reported from Paris, 
quoting delegates at the talks. 


[Their action prompted Mr. Juppd to 
recess the summit for half an hour while be 
prepared a new draft, the delegates said. 

[It was the second break of the evening 
for those attending the much-heralded ne- 
gotiations, which began at 3 P.M. and 
recessed for about an hour for dinner before 
resuming at about 9 P.M.] 

On foe issue of taxes, Mr. Juppd rejected 
calls from within his own cabinet to put off 
a tax increase set to go into effect Ian. 1 to 
work off the 230 billion franc ($46 billion) 


deficit the health insurance and pension 
system has accumulated so far this decade. 

Transport Minister Bernard Pons, 
backed by some other members of Mr. 
Juppd’s conservative majority in Parlia- 
ment, said before the meeting that post- 
poning the tax increase was “indispens- 
able” for the economic growth needed to 
bring down unemployment 

Mir. Perns is responsible for foe national 
railroad system, which was shut down for 
24 days in a wave of strikes by public- 
sector employees that began in late 
November after Mr. Jupp6 announced 
plans to reduce the $60 billion deficit by 
cutting generous social security benefits 
that nearly all Bench workers enjoy. 

The rail strike forced Mr. Juppd to shelve 


See FRANCE, Page 6 


Bouygues Chairman Expected 
To Face Slush-Fund Charge 


By Max Berley 

Special ro the Herald Tribune 


PARIS — Martin Bouygues. c hairman 


of the world's hugest construction com- 
s SA, is expected to be 


pany, Bouygues 
placed under formal investigation Friday 
on suspicion of misuse of company funds. 

The news marks foe latest installment in a 
scries of related corruption scandals that 
have riveted France since 1992. 

Mr. Bouygues, who inherited control of 
the giant company from his father six years 
ago, was released by police Wednesday after 
being held for questioning for 34 hours. 

According to reports Thursday from the 
news agency Agence France- Presse and 
foe daily Le Monde,' foe investigating 


judge, Philippe Courroye, has summoned 
Mr. Bouygues to appear in his chambers in 
Lyon on Friday. Bom reports attributed the 
information to unidentified judicial 
sources. 

They said that Mr. Bouygues would be 
notified there that a formal investigation has 
been opened into accusations that he au- 
thorized, between 1988 and 1990, foe pay- 
ment of more than 2 million francs 
($400,000) to Pierre Botion, a Lyon busi- 
nessman who has been convicted of in- 
fluence peddling and fraud. The money was 
allegedly disbursed by an African sub- 
sidiary of Bouygues and placed in two Swiss 
bank accounts in Mr. Botton's name. It was 


See BOUYGUES, Page 6 
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U.S. Acts on Muslim Army 



BUGA, Colombia (Reuters) — As 
many as 17 persons were rescued from 
foe wreckage of an American Airlines 
plane that crashed into a mountain in 
southern Colombia. Caracol radio said. 

Original reports said that all 164 
aboard had died in the crash. (Page T) 


UN Finds Iraqi Arms 
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UNITED NATIONS. New York 
(AFP) — The head of foe UN panel 
investigating Iraq’s weapons of mass de- 
struction said Thursday he had dredged 
newly imported missile guidance parts 
out of foe Tigris River. The commission 
must now determine whether Iraq is con- 
tinuing to build long-range weapons, the 
panel's director. Rolf Ekeus. said. 


As Profits Rise, U.S. Airlines Get Tough With Riders 


By Edwin McDowell 

New York Times Service 


Pngor. 


NEW YORK — With airplanes fining up and profits 
improving, U.S. airlines are beginning to crack down on 
some rule-bending passengers to whom carriers often 
turned a blind eye when they were bleeding red ink. 

An informal survey among carriers ruined up the 
following examples: 

• Passengers who come running up to the gate at the 
last miniae, usually less than 10 minutes before sched- 
uled departure time, are increasingly being left behind 
and put on foe next flight, provided there is another flight 
to that destination, and provided there are seats avail- 
able. 

• Passengers who arrive at foe last minute with lots of 
luggage may be allowed to board, but their check-in 
luggage may have to await the next flighL 


• Airlines say they are stricter about enforcing reg- 
ulations covering both foe number and size of cany-on 
luggage, and are stricter about charging for excess bag- 
gage. Carriers say that some passengers make a practice 
of arriving late with lots of luggage, in hopes foe harried 
ticket agent will check their excess baggage without 
charge rather than incur the considerable cost to foe 
airline of delaying the flight 

• With fuller flights, carriers say they have become 
stingier about upgrading passengers, for instance, from 
economy to business class and about allowing non- 
members to use airlines' private lounges. 

• When adults buy economy tickets for themselves 
and first-class or business-class seats for their children, 
on international flights where youngsters often fly for 
half price, carriers say they will try to prohibit the adults 
from switching seats with their children en route. 

[Air industry sources in Europe told the International 


Herald Tribune that foe same practices had not arisen to 
the same extent in Europe or Asia, where most flights are 
international and passengers have always been required 
to arrive one or two hours in advance.] 

The crackdown grew partly out of the lightened se- 
curity regulations recently adopted by the Federal Avi- 
ation Administration, including a requirement that adnlt 
passengers have photo identification even on domestic 
flights. That requirement has resulted in the airlines’ 
discovering stolen tickets and finding passengers trying 
to board with tickets issued in another person’s name. 

But foe biggest impetus for a crackdown is gleaned in 
foe industry's recent financial performance. 

L ast week, the Transportation Department announced 
that for that third quarter, foe 1 1 major U.S. airlines 
earned a combined operating profit of more than S2 
billion and net profit of more than $1 billion, foe second 
consecutive quarter they exceeded those figures. 
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No. 35,090 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank — Church 
bells rang and fireworks exploded over 
Manger Square on Thursday night as the 
last Israeli soldiers left the town of Beth- 
lehem, handing over foe traditional birth- 
place of Jesus to Palestinian rule after 28 
years of occupation. 

Blue-clad Palestinian officers, their ri- 
fles thrust triumphantly toward foe dark- 
ening sky, were mobbed by a rapturous 
crowd as they rode into a police station 
beside the Church of the Nativity, where 
Christmas will be celebrated for foe first 
time this year under Palestinian control. 

Yasser Arafat, chairman of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, is expected in 
Bethlehem on Sunday to address throngs of 
Palestinians and participate in a Christmas 
Eve Mass at the church, built over foe 
reputed sire of Jesus’s birth. 

Security for thousands of tourists and 
even more Palestinian visitors will tins time 
be in the hands of the Palestinian Authority, 
which is eager to prove that it can run foe 
celebrations smoothly and safely. 

“In Bethlehem we will provide security 
for all people.” promised Hajj Ismail 
Jaber, the Palestinian police chief in the 
West Bank, shortly after his forces took 
control of this town of 40,000 south of 
Jerusalem. 

A pilgrimage site for Christians from 
around the world. Bethlehem has become a 
predominantly Muslim city in recent 
decades as Christian Palestinians have em- 
igrated in growing numbers, driven away 
by unrest in the West Bank, economic 
hardship and tensions with Muslim neigh- 
bors. Some local Christians acknowledged 
Thursday night that they were concerned 
about discrimination by foe Muslim ma- 
jority under Palestinian rule. 

But these worries were set aside by most 
people as thousands of Palestinians packed 
Manger Square to celebrate their freedom 
from Israeli occupation. Bethlehem is the 
fifth Palestinian town to be handed over by 
Israel under an accord in September to ex- 
pand self-rule to much of the West Bank. 

Palestinian officers, including women 
recants, waved to foe crowd from the po- 
lice station as young men raised a Pales- 
tinian flag and tore down with their bare 
hands a 12-foot high fence put up by the 
Israelis around the building to block stone- 
throwing. Cheers went up as sections of the 
metal barrier crashed to foe ground and 
were trounced by jubilant teenagers. 

“When I saw the fence come down I 
thought, the occupation is gone and the 
Palestinian state is on foe way.” said Maha 
Andoni, who came to the square with her 
daughter. “We waited 28 years for this. 
There’s nothing sweeter. 

As loudspeakers boomed out nationalist 
music set to a deafening drumbeat, men 
danced, women clapped, and Palestinian 
officers stood on a truck moving slowly 
around foe square, silhouetted against hun- 
dreds of brightly colored Christmas lights. 
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77iin Ice / Natural or Man-Made Phenomenon? 


Hie Mystery of the Dwindling Alpine Glaciers 


By Marlise Simons 

New York Times Service 


C HAMONIX, France — Just a short 
eagle's flight from the highest peak 
of Europe, amid rolling rocks and a 
sudden blizzard, Louis Reynaud was 
drilling deep uniter the skin of an aged 
glacier. 

“This ice is hundreds of years old." he 
said. Overhead, in shreds of mist, drifted the 
summit of the Mont Blanc. 

The wilderness of boulders and treacherous 
crevasses at an altitude of more than 2,440 
meters (8,000 feet) looks menacing and bleak 
to ordinary mortals, but it looms before the 
scientists like a rich laboratory. Mr. Reynaud 
was leading a team of glaciologists from the 
University of Grenoble in France, who were 
studying the behavior of glaciers, how they 
swell or melt, advance or retreat 
To glaciologists, the high ice fields are the 
star witnesses in the complicated debate about 


global climate change. They see them as im- 


portant indicators of wanning and cooling, 
more reliable than c limate models, which sci- 
entists plot on computers to predict changes in 
the atmosphere. 

“Glaciers have one great advantage," said 
Mr. Reynaud, stopping for a bar of chocolate 
and turning his back on the rasping wind 


“There's no mystery. This is pure’physics. If 

:1l It's that 


the air warms up, the ice will mel 
simple." 

In the Alps, at the heart of Europe, where 
glaciers are monitored more closely than any- 
where else in the world researchers say the ice 
cover has been shrinking rapidly. Estimates 
are that one-third to one^half of the ice volume 
has vanished over the last century. 

The main questions asked by glaciologists 
here are, precisely how fast is the ice melting 
and is the rate of mel dug accelerating? They 
believe that the answers will help them de- 
termine if these high ice caps are simply 
reacting to natural stmts of die climate or if the 
rate of melting is now quickening, suggesting 
that temperatures are rising because of human 
activities. 

At the World Glacier Monitoring Service in 
Zurich, which keeps the earth's glacial 
archives, scientists say that very little is 
known about the ice that covers 10 percent of 


tbeplanet’s surface. 
Flucti 


actuations of ice in Antarctica, which 
holds most of the glacial mass, are the least 
understood said Wilfried Haeberli, the cen- 
ter’s director. There are only limited studies of 
the greatest mountain glaciers, in Alaska, 
Patagonia or the Himalayas. The better- 
known glaciers of the Alps, he noted are 
pocket-sized in comparison. 



mountain regions, as far apart as the Russian 
Caucasus and Urals and the Andes of South 
America. 

But Mr. Haeberli cautioned that it is too 
early to draw conclusions because record 
keeping is recent and spotty in most parts of 
the worid. Glaciologists, he explained seed 
long-term measurements to identify trends. 


C 


COMPLICATING this picture are re- 
cent studies showing that ice covers 


are growing in Scandinavia, Green- 
land Iceland and New Zealand 


The Mer de Glace glacier, snaking through the French Alps, is shrinking, scientists say. 


B UT THE research going on in the 
Alps is crucial, Mr. Haeberli said 
because this is where glacier studies 
first began more than a century ago. 
Austria, France and Switzerland began study- 
ing glaciers to monitor die water running off 
these enormous frozen water towers because 
of their powerful impact on the region's farm- 
ing, shipping and hydroelectric dams. 

Increasingly, though, glaciologists here and 
on other continents are expanding their ob- 
servation network as interest in the environ- 
ment has surged and more scientists try to 
understand the planet's complex weather sys- 
tems. American spy satellites, released from 


Cold War duty, are joining in the monitoring 
of ice. 

“The glaciers of the Alps are among the 
best indicators we have of a warming or 
cooling world” said Mr. Haeberli. “They are 
small and react quickly, they are accessible 
and they may be representative of what is 
happening in cold mountain regions in gen- 
eral. Here we have the oldest first-hand 
records available.” 

Looking for the messages hidden in ice, 
researchers have been poring through the 
records of churches, villages and the military. 
They found accounts from the warmer Middle 
Ages, showing that people easily crossed 
some Alpine passes that are encumbered with 
ice today. 

In the colder 17th and 18th centuries, Swiss 
village records noted farmers complaining 


that glaciers were destroying their fields and 
vineyards. 

At one point, the people of Chamonix wor- 
ried so much about the expanding Mer de 
Glace glacier that they feared it might knock 
over the church. A painting of the Mont Blanc, 
dated 1740, shows the Merde Glace reaching 
the edge of the village. 

But since the mid- 1 9th century, the Mer de 
Glace has retreated by a kilometer. And the 
biggest glacier of mainland Europe, the 21- 
kilometer-iong Aletsch in Switzerland, has 
retreated nearly two kilometers and lost more 
than 91 meters in thickness over the last 
century. 

“Since the 1980s, ice in the Alps is melting 
faster,” said Mr. Haeberli. “Our figures clear- 
ly show that. But we need to know more.” 

Glaciers are also shedding ice in other 


Norway, which monitors its mountain ice 
closely because it uses the thawing water for 
its power stations, found its glaciers cm av- 
erage growing by more than nme meters over 
the last five years. Some have expanded even 
more, said Jon Oye Hagen, ^professor of 
glaciology at the University of Oslo. 

“Thai’s an enormous new volume of ice,” 
he said. “The same is happening in Sweden. 
Between 1900 and 1950, all of Scandinavia’s 
ice was shrinking . Then it stabilized. Now it’s 
growing." 

John Houghton, a leading British scientist, 
said he sees no contradiction in the growth of 
ice in one part of the world and melting in 
another. Mr. Houghton is a chairman of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
and in its most recent report, die panel cited 
the melting of mountain glaciers as evidence 
of global warming in which human activities 
may play a role. 

“A warmer world is a wetter world,” Mr. 
Houghton said. “This means we get more 
snow and ice near the polar regions." 

Scientists have long known about the plan- 
et’s great cycles of cooling and warming by 
their analysis of ice ernes and moraines, the 
piles of stones earned by moving glaciers. But 
studies in the Alps are focused on me changes of 
this century and even the last few decades. - 

The researchers tens who slog through the 
cold Alpine wilderness say they are aware that 
aerial photography and satellite observation 
of glaciers may seem more efficient But they 
argue that such sweeping surveys do not pro- 
vide cmdal information they can get up 
close. 

Twice a year, these geologists or physicists, 
among diem Mr. Reynaud and his colleagues, 
go up by helicopter or climb to great heights to 
monitor several dozen Alpine glaciers. They 
dig pits in the spring to measure the winter 
snowfall. Recently, they were lugging their 
gear across the frozen folds of the Argentine, 
a four-kilometer-long glacier on die Mont 
Blanc range. In this world, a few dark birds and 
a distant airplane were the only signs of life. 

“It’s difficult to see, but here everything 
moves.” said Mr. Reynaud. swinging a pick 
ax into the hard surface. “The glacier is 
always in motion, shifting and sliding.” 

As they took a break, the team members 
talked about global wanning. What is certain,, 
they said, is that judging by the glaciers they 
know well, the 20di century is not very cold and 
ice here continues to melL One member made* 
the point that reportedly there has never been 
more carbon dioxide in the air than now and that 
the burning of fossil fuels is causing con- 
centrations to rise and warm the air. 

“Pfeihaps,” said Mr. Reynaud. “But we 
know that in the Middle Ages, these glaciers 
were even smaller than today. Was that be- 
cause of a great burst of carbon dioxide? How 
do we answer that?” 


2d Gene Is Found 
For Breast Cancer 

Discovery Could Produce 
Better Test for the Disease 



By Gina Kolata 

Net*' York Tims Service 


NEW YORK — With as- 
tonishing speed, scientists have 
found a new gene that, when 
mutated, causes breast cancer. 
Together with another breast 
cancer gene isolated 14 months 
ago, the two mutations account 
for at least 80 percent of the 
breast cancer that occurs in 
women with strong family his- 
tories of the disease. 

Scientists say that the dis- 
covery, reported Thmsday in 


the British science journal Na- 
ture, means they will be able to 


offer greatly improved genetic 
screening to women in so- 
called breast cancer families.' 
And, they said, they hope to use 
the gene to understand why 
breast cancer of all sorts occurs 
in the first place. 

Familial breast cancer ac- 
counts for only 5 percent of the 
185,000 cases of breast cancer 
diagnosed each year, according 
to the American Cancer Society, 
but that amounts to 9,250 cases. 

“For women, I think it 
means abetter test will be avail- 
able,” said Dr. Barbara Weber, . 
who is director of the breast 
cancer center at the University 
of Pennsylvania Medical Cen- 
ter. Women with strong family 
histories of breast cancer al- 
ready had the option of being 
tested for mutations in the gene 
found last year, called BRGA1, 
but changes in that gene ac- 
counted for only about half of 
inherited breast cancer. 

Mutations in the second 
gene, BRCA2, are thought to 
account for at least an addi- 
tional third of hereditary breast 
cancer and possibly all of it that 
. is not caused by BRCA1 mu- 
tations. Women who inherit a. 
copy of either mutated gene 
have an 80 percent chance of 
developing breast cancer. Both 
genes are present in all: human ' 
brings; it is mutations in die 
genes that result in cancer. 

Cancer specialists hope BR- 
CA2 will lead them to a new 
understanding of not rally 
breast cancer families, but the 
many other cases of breast can- 
cer as well. •- 

According to Df. -Mary 
Claire Bang, a molecular ge- 
neticist at the University of 
Washington in Seattle: "There 
is now increasingly good ev- 
idence that BRCA1 is involved 
m breast cancer in general. Now • 
we can find out if it is true, for 
BRCA2 as welL” 

Scientists said that although 


mutations in both BRCA2 and 
BRCA1 cause breast cancer, 
the genes are on different chro- 
mosomes, their- structures sewn 
different, and they have differ, 
ent effects on cancers other than 
breast cancer. 

‘ For example, women who in- 
herit a imitated BRCA1 gene 
have a 60 percent chance of<fe” 
veloping ovarian cancer, as 
against a 20 percent chance for 

those with mutations in BR- 
CA2. . . ’ : - 

On the other hrad, naitatuai 
in BRCA2 in men result in a2Q 
percent chance of having breast 
cancer, whereas /mutations in 
BRGAL do not increase the 
chances of male breast cancer; 

The leader Of the BRCA2 
study. Dr. Michari Stratton, a 
molecular geneticist at ihe hi. 
stitute for Cancer - Research in 
Sutton, England, said that it 
took 12 groups of researchers in 
tiie Britain, the United Steles, 
Iceland, Canada, the -.Nether- 
lands and France jnst a year to 
find BRCA2, couridnaWy 
faster than expected: Their 
work was matte easier betiaue 
scientists had already begun 
mapping the area on chromo- 
sorne 13 where lire gene reskfcc . 
In contrast, it took scientists 
four years to -God BRGAL 
largely because gene mappers 
had not yet tackled its area of 
chromosome 17. 


larger even than BRCAI, 
which itself had 100,000 sUb' 
units, making it 10 times larger 
than, the average gene. That 
makes the search fra mutations 
long ■ raid -tedious, -researchers 
said. Dr. Stratton said that the 
researchers have so far- se- 
quenced only about half of-the 
gene. _ ■ - 

As yet, no.ooe las any idea 
what BRCA1 or BRCA2 nor- 
mally do mrceUst- - 
. Dr. Weber and others said 
that they expect to begin of- 
fering BRGA2 tests as part qf 
research'-, studies. But, . j»- . 
searchers say, women should 
think carefully about whetoer 
they want to: be tested forthe 
breast cancer genes, smcd’the 
disease cannot be prevented. \ 

' Dr. Fnaxris Coffins; direct® 
of the National Centra for Bur 
man Genome ’ Research in 
Bethesda, Maryland, said* be 
worries in particular about da- 
crimination by insurers and em- 
ployers. A woman, he said, f* 
“might go through the testing, ' 
find ort she’s at risk, and tim 
lose her health insurance just at 
the time she needs it.” 


Briton’s Legacy: Fine Chinese Wine 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


By Seth Faison 

New York Times Service 


SHAZKOU, China — The 
craggy hills that surround this 
tiny town are called the Nine 
Dragons for their forbidding, 


rocky terrain. Coaxing grain 
t hang 


from the golden fields that hang 
on the mountain slopes has 
been a struggle for centuries. 

But some farm workers here 
now have a different crop: they 
grow grapes for a vineyard that 
produces some of the best wine 
m China. And the winemakers 
whose bottles of chardonnay 
and liesling now make their un- 
wieldy way down the hills' 
winding roads in s mall trucks 
say they owe tbeir fortune to the 
efforts of a stubborn Englishman 
who first set his spade into this 
lime- heavy soil a decade ago. 

The Englishman, Michael 


Parry, did not live to see die 
vineyard’s success. Putting SI 
million into it left him bankrupt. 
He later succumbed to cancer, 
and died a broken man. 

“He had an idea and he 
worked at it,” Wu Lizhu, the 
vineyard’s chief wine taster, 
said of Mr. Parry. “We owe 
everything to him.” 

Wine is only beginning to 


gain popularity among China's 
consumers, who until recently 


in 1973 as an accountant for a 
British insurance company, 
first visited China in the late 
1970s after becoming a distrib- 
utor of wine and spirits. That 
was soon followed by the idea 
of making wine in China, rather 
than just importing it. 

“When you have 1,300 
wines and spirits in your port- 
folio, it's natural to think about 
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favored 100-proof sorghum- 
based alcohol whose taste The 
Economist, the British news- 
magazine. once described, as 
akin to aviation fuel. 

But young urban drinkers in 
China are trying more wine, 
though the demand is far behind 
a ballooning market for beer. 

The 100.000 cases that the 
Huadong Winery is producing 
this year cannot keep up wife 
demand, Mr. Wu said, and he 
thinks it is because the vineyard 
trained him and his staff to con- 
duct their winemaking with a 
dedication that few other Chi- 
nese vineyards can match. 

“If we educate people about 
wine, they will drink it,” said 
Mr. Wu. “Mr. Parry always 
said that/’ 

Mr. Parry, who came to Asia 


starting your own vineyard,” 
said Gabriel Tam, Mr. Parry’s 


former partner, who now runs 
Huadong. “Everyone thinks 
about it. Michael Parry actually 
did it.” 

Almost, anyway. Mr. Parry 
chose this secluded spot — just 
40 kilometers 125 miles) from 
Qingdao, a coastal city in east- 
ern China known for the beer it 
exports all over the world — 
because the lime-rich soil fa- 
vors grape-growing and be- 
cause the mountain basin is 
formed so its slopes face south- 
ward and gain maximum ex- 
posure to the sun. 

When he came here in 1982. 
Mr. Parry had to struggle to per- 
suade the peasants who farmed 


tiny’ jtiots to grow grapes. 


was a big man. with a 
huge belly, and he looked out of 
place here.” w - ^ :J 


Mr. Tam said. 


“There were a lot of conflicts. 
But he always fought on.” 

By 1985, after transplanting 
42.000 grape cuttings from 
France. Mr. Pany and his crew 
were getting ready for their first 
harvest when a typhoon struck 
and ruined the entire crop. 

Undaunted, Mr. Pany ar- 
ranged a replanting, and the 
next year produced 2.000 cases 
of his first chardonnay and nes- 
ting wines, winning an award at 
a competition in France. 

But in 1989. when govern- 
ment troops killed unarmed 
civilians in the massacre in Bei- 
jing, the Chinese hotel business 
died, and with it the demand for 
Mr. Parry’s wines and spirits. He 
went bankrupt, and a bank took 
ownership of the vineyard. 

Mr. Parry was found to have 
cancer. When Ins partner, Mr. 
Tam, sold the vineyard to Hi- 
ram Walker Wines & Spirits, 
Mr. Parry was kept on as an 
adviser but grew bitter about 
having lost control. 

Mr. Parry died in Hoag Kong 
in 1991. But his ashes were 
buried chi the hill that rises be- 
hind the vineyard, to mark the 
place he most cared about, and 
farm workers still tend his grave, 
a simple gray tombstone. 


Sabena’s Chairman Wants to Talk 


BRUSSELS (Reuters) — The chief of Belgium’s troubled 
national airline, Sabena, hinted Thursday that he was ready to 
reach compromises with angry trade unions in a bid to quell social 
unrest and put die airline back on the road to profitability. 

Pierre Godfroid, Sabena’s chairman, said at a news conference 
that he would make a gesture to the unions but declined to give 
details. 

He said both sides should make the decisions to restore Sabena 
toprofiL 

“From then on everything is negotiable again,” be said when 
asked whether he might withdraw ms decision to scrap collective 
labor agreements, the mam grievance behind the union’s string of 
strikes. “In the framework of a discussion we’ll talk about that, 
but first we have to start talking.’’ 

The unions have suspended au further strikes until January so as 
not to hit passengers during the year-end holiday season. But they 
lave warned on tougher actions in early January. 


Moscow subway Cues jumped 50 percent Thursday in the 
capital's fourth puWfc transport price hike of the year. The cost of. 
a subway ride -went from 1,000 rubles (21 cents) to 1,500 
rubles. • (AP) 


Health workers In Liberia began a campaign Thursday to 
vaccinate 1 million people in the capital, Monrovia, in an effort ro 
halt an epidemic of yellow fever. Fifty-six cases of the benr- 
anfaagfc fever, winch is transmitted by mosquitoes, have been 
confirmed since November. (Reuters) 


Beijing lawmakers passed a law Thursday banning snmking 
in public places by mid- 1996. But, since half of aQ adult men 
smoke, there are doubts about the law’s effectiveness. (Reuters) 


Strike Closes Marseille Transport 


Tbe Bangkok police department sent 4,000 officers into foe 
streets Thursday at the start of a 10-day c ampaign to punish jetf- 
tight-running motorists and jaywalking, pedestrians, wfaom it 
blames for exacerbating die capital’s, notorious traffic jam. 
Streets are so clogged that cars move at an average of 8 Irilamettas 
(5 mites) an hour. (Reuters) 


MARSEILLE (Reuters) — A local dispute crippled buses, 
Mfitro trains and trams in this Mediterranean port on Thursday as 


other public transport services got back to normal in France after 
24-day strike. 

Tbe SNCF state railroad said rail traffic was running almost as 


a 


The French airline Air Inter will have 170 extra flights fro® 
Thursday through Saturday this week. The company said Thttefr 
day that it would offer 30,713 additional seats to cope vtith d£ 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays. ' Mirm 


usual around tbe country after the worst unrest in France in a 
decade, spurred mainly by government plans to overhaul the 
indebted health and pension system. 

The Marseille dispute hardened Thursday, spreading to tbe 
M&ro, which had previously escaped a 15-day stoppage. Hooded 
demonstrators occupied train and tram lines in the city while 
pickets blocked depots. 

The strikers complain that workers hired after 1993 earn 1,000 
francs (5200) a month less on average than their colleagues. The 
city is refusing to make up the difference. 
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Clinton MMCM^ressional Chiefs Set New Talks 


,^® nan Rnowfton : ofstaff, Leon R ; K ident Bill Clinton likened con- furloughed government em- 

~ mtuianal Herald Tribme chairmen ofj^e^ggigayg& Republican freshmen . ployees back to work. 

WASHINGTON r_„* feaafe a nd Home bndget comh in Congress to an obstructionist But then a spokesman for John 

when negotiations nvw . V 1 their -aecbrii*ta “wagging the dog.’* R.Kasfcb, chairman of the House 

rensv mnn iinn th«r» Riulmr Pn mn ii rt i m mJ _ D~...u 


look like an j**** telSa^kuJai^lattw^ .wasn’t much wagging from ei- 


al ley nCmt_ hinruTuTr.' 7 - 0 w^.vu #1 img Ufc , iat; m Uiv «u 

boA sides and -aSS? 6 t ? ward P ro 8* ie8s - . ^ ^^raO, seemed to have its own 

taiors, White Hhn^Sx^ ’ meetings in-' version of whether a budget 

gressional affinals a^ad - 8CmOT budget advisees agreemem would leave tbe dog- 


done,” Representative John an agreement and on Ae use of 
Shadegg of Arizona said. tbe congressional office num- 
But even the Senate majority bets. The White House later is- 
leader. Bob Dole, seemed sur- sued a clarification, 
prised when the young Repub- Angry Republican freshmen 
icans undid what be A ought said the president was backing 


t would leave the dog- 


w^OT^k^Jt Vemincnt s ^fotetalbr*T^ 

“On Fridav nSnm* J^ .g 0 '^^^.we^i>M^^f.Ae Senate Budget Commit- 


tiouist But then a spokesman for John But even the Senate 

R.Kasicii,chainimn of *e House leader. Bob Dole, se< 

;, them Budget Committee and a Repub- prised when the your 
om ei- bean like Mr. Domenici, said that Beans undid what bt 
be ail- his boss had left the same meet- was a deal, 
s own ing as pessimistic as ever. Tbe problem arose after com- 

judget Michael McCuny, the White meats by Vice President AI 
edog- House press secretary, indicated Gore. 
s» let Aat a temporary spending fall to The president and 

end ‘the partial government sional leaders hud aj 
u rman shutdown was not imminent. month to work town 


^ » joint Pinata 

House.” 

The announcement followed * P 0 "*- 


^Senate Budget Commit- The Republican freshmen 
/left a breakfast meeting have used the bill as a lever in 


Panefia declaring that the fight for a plan to balance 


ia '‘made some pro- 
the intertwined is- 


the budget in seven years. 
“There’s no point in tem- 


sional leaders had agreed last 
month to work toward a bal- 
anced budget using economic 
projections from tbe Congres- 
sional Budget Office- On Tues- 


out of a firm agreement In a 
rally-like caucus. House Repub- 
licans shouted approval of a res- 
olution to tie the reopening of 
government to agreement on a 
seven-year budget plan using tbe 
congressional office numbers. 

Meanwhile, as the partial 

shutdown neared the one-week 
mark, legislation to assure that 


day they agreed to reach such a 3.3 million veterans would re- 


v anrapec^ to balance the fed- porarily opening the govera- 

luccung White back earlier rthis week, Ps^.^erahfeudget and to get 260,000 tnent tg> until we get the job 


plan by year’s cod. 

But Mr. Gore appeared to 


ceive their benefit checks on 
time was passed by the House 


we get Ac job cast doubt both on the tuning of and awaited Senate action. 
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By Stephen Labaton ty that Senator FafrctoA and 
New York Times Service other Republicans had distorted 

^ssts^tssi^ 

proved a resolution to ask a partof AeOintoos. 
fcdaai judge to order President Before die, vote, tbe White 

Bill Clinton to comply with Hoi* dropped most of its re- 
subpoenas a«l turn over White- maimnjr conditions for releas- 

wafpr maiwint tfco* ih, tsruz*- : u." , . .. .. 
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water material that tbe While 
House has said is protected by 
tbe lawyer-client and executive 
* privileges. 

f* Tk* Mrn 1 .Tk.. 


iog^ the^ material .and said it 
would tngtke the ? documents 
public if fee House Ranking 
and' Financial Services Com- 


rfT-AT/ 




^*"7 / •• . * •• 'V' *<iV • i - . * ’ . ^iVJc 
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The resolution was approved nuttec, yrinch is also, investi- 
fate Wednesday by a party-line gating Whitewater, agreed *h»t 

vnr« rtf » n AK “ .1 _ ■ 0 . , 


vote of 51 tt> 45. .= such a disclosure would not 

Toe ma te ri al, notes of a 1993 waive die. president’s lawyer- 
meeting of Mr. Qmton’s senior efiegt privilege 
aides andhis lawyers to discuss Tbe WHte House's new pos- 

Whitewaier, has been the sob- • tnre^came sixthly after ii an- 
ject of a bitter fight between die jiyyive t jwt adannistmtid u 
White House and R^ubJicans ficiais had s^id • dial die 
on the Senate Whitewater cook WU ri tewater independent coun- 
mittee for the last few weeks. ^Rxnne*hW. Starr, agreed to 

Republicans have speculated condition. The Senate 
that the notes coaid show that Whitewrater committee had al- 
White House aides^ h M »operi y J . nM(^ rt sa idri iitf dtetfisdosureof 
provided confidential mfrxma- the would not consti- 

tion about two politiodly^sep- a waiver; RqHiblicans on 
strive investigations to private tbe r nm t ni nw«- say Aat because 
lawyers for Mr. Cfintoa andhis tbemeeting is not protected by 
wife, Hillary Rodham nmya tbe fawyer-efent privilege ai^- 
Tbe White ifoure has sad die ' "wray, tfam tfisclosuig die notes 
notes will died no significant woold not waive any privilege, 
new light on die condoCFoffee ... So,as tfre debate raged in tbe 
Clintons or tbeir aides. : Srir^,„White House lawyers 

In the sharpest Republican die’ c^mmm of die 

attack yet, Semtor Lanob Bafr- Ffause Bmilring Committee, 
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A SHAKY START — No one was injured when this jumbo jet slid off the runway at New York’s JFK Airport 
- after an aborted takeoff. The Tower Air flight bad been headed for Miami, with 441 people on board. 

Gingrich and the Stubborn First-Termers 


cloth of North Carolina said on 
tbe floor of tbe Senate (bat Mis. 
Clinton bad Bed ip lefrjhil^< 
westigators abocit ho* she and 
ber law firm had coutoto-iEg- 
resent Ac Matoon Gaarirnty 


tve James A. Leach 
oft^ai ^rNfr. Leach eariy in Republican first-term con- 
ti>e' jda^ ^epressed ifa refac- gressmen who matte Newt Gin- 
t«oee to reach (an a ye en vaa grioh a powerful weaker of the 
waWge^^teflou« because^ House .in Januaiy have now 


By Adam Qyroer 

New York Times Service 

WASHINGTON — The 73 
Republican first-term con- 


ber law firm had come *0 “^ , because. House y in January have now 

resent Ac Ma&on Qaariinty m^woge an his played a central rote in making 

CoviwgR and I ram, Vri n-wh^lt. him look ffeeNe. 

James McDmigal, theClmtons’ §ptc wfaeiher (Spton officials . All year long, chroniclers of 


night and again on Wednesday, 
insisting that a deal on a bal- 
anced budget be completed be- 
fore any temporary spending 
measure to put 260,000 federal 
workers back on the job could 
be brought to a vote. 

Their argument was that they 


freshmen, he shrugged and an- 
swered: “Nothing. Why would 
1 do anything to my freshmen? 
They made us a majority.” 

He reflected a fact that is 
often overlooked: tbe Repub- 
licans have only 236 members 
of the House. If they lose 19 of 


“They clearly view him as then- 
mentor and leader. On the other 
hand, they are suspicious of 
him. They view him fundamen- 
tally as a compromiser. They 
are very wary of him.” 

Mr. Weyrich said the fresh- 


business partner in the White- 
water land venture. * 


Democrats responded aagri^ j£y&peaoaaHawyezs. 


POLITICAL 


ftoibejastfam- 


played a central role in making could not mist the president, 
him look feeble. But die effect was to enable Mr. 

. All year long, chroniclers of Clinton to say A at he could not 
the Republican revolution have rely on Mr. Gingrich, 
asked who was doing tbe lead- If any budget deal is to be 
ing, Mr. Gingrich or the self- made, it is almost inevitable 
assured first-tenners whom one that the $245 billion tax cut in 
of tbeir spokesmen. Represen- 
tative Zach Waxnp of Ten- 
nessee, recently called “tbe 


of tbe House. If they lose 19 of men ask him: “Do you think he 
them and the Democrats are is really going to be there when 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


purest, most worthy group of the Republican budget, a fa- 
leaders elected to this body in vorite of House freshmen, will 


House Approves Welfare Reform. ^ 

WASHINGTON rr- The, Jfoo» Y jqpp^oved.' a. sweeping linec 

ovethaul of tbe nation's welfare system Thursday, despite who 1 
President Bill CKrttoti’s promise to veto it. gave 

Tbe 245-10-178 vole was inosd^alaQg party fines. chant 

The legislation would replace the- Aid to Fa milies With on V 
Dependent Children prog ram wftbhlock grants to states, trim audit 

food stamp benefits and emb aid to flmmgjams, tfisabied wagg 
children, amg addicts and a k x ric dics. • • • - • (AP) Be 

$28 Billion for Intelligence Voted SS 

WASHINGTCW — In a vpk^vpte^iursday, tbe House fresh 

approved a $28 biHioa budget for ^to^igence-gaibMing Mr.C 

industry- r" — — ^ • - made 

That was after menrixrs emerged-from a guarded room Tuesc 
where they viewed tbe legislation’s fefitexL (AP) trove 

Shutdowns Hurt Hotiday>€iving 

WASHINGTON — A one-two punch of federal shut- An 
downs during the holiday season has depressed charitable repor 
giving in the Washington region. / •: ' . J 

The Combined Federal Cmsm^fib^rTasses money told t 
from federal workers to support 2300jopal charities, is more momi 

than $6 million short erf tbe $38.5 million gfraL (WP) Hros 

U.S. Envoy Gets Reprin^nd - I 

WASHINGTCW— ^ iro- 

' r _ 
^n^l^oSseLOTbassador to ibe Europe office of die 

uSfc® a SK “ Depart ^ t( 

review, the White House said Thursday. (AP) 

Quote/Unquote 

In' 

- , d:|| rimton on the welfare reform bill: “I will 2* 


my lifetime.” 

This week, at least, it is tbe 
freshmen, the core of die hard- 
line conservatives in the House, 
who have been in charge. They 
gave President Bill Clinton the 
chance to portray Mr. Gingrich 
cm Wednesday as ineffectual 
and to want, “Tbe tail will keep 
wagging die dog over there.’ ’ 

Before leados patched to- 
gether an agreement to meet 
again, what the Republican 
caucus — about roe-third 
freshmen — did was to force 
Mr. Gingrich to back off a deal 
made at die White House on 
Tuesday. He had promised to 
move toreopen the dosed parts 
of the government if “real pro- 
mess” ooukl be made with Mr. 
Clinton on a balanced budget. 

And that was rot just tbe way 
reporters heard him. Senator 
Bob Dole, tbe majority leader, 
told die Senate on Wednesday 
morning he expected such a 
House fall on Wednesday. 

But the Republican caucus 
rejected that view on Tuesday 


vorite of House freshmen, will 
have to be substantially re- 
duced. The freshmen have al- 
ready stood on principle and 
refused something as popular as 
putting federal wozkers back on 
tbe job for Christmas. Ii is far 
from dear that they would sac- 
rifice tbeir beloved tax cul 
B ut when Mr. Gingrich was 
asked chi Wednesday afternoon 
what he would do about the 


united, as they pretty much 
have been lately, they lose. 

With those numbers, any 
group that is organized and can 
credibly threaten to defect has a 
lot of influence. 

But the relationship is com- 
plex. Mr. Gingrich frequently 
tries to guide the freshmen. In 
dosed meetings, he tells them 
to behave as pan of a “gov- 
erning” party, which translates 
as “pass the appropriations 
falls, even if you don’t like ev- 
erything in them.” 

Paul Weyrich, head of the 
Free Congress Research and 
Education Foundation, a Gin- 
grich adviser for more than a 
decade, is also close to many of 
the conservative freshmen. He 
said in an interview Tuesday. 


the chips are down?” 


For a Good Heart, 
Get on Your Feet 

Experts Urge SO Minutes 
Of Mild Exertion a Day 

By David Brown 

Washington Past Senice 

WASHINGTON — People who wish to lower their risk of 
heart disease should have at least 30 minutes of “moderate 
intensity” physical activity nearly every day, according to a 
panel of experts convened by the National Institutes of 
Health. 

At a news conference Wednesday, the experts said that the 
activity need not be athletic in the usual sense, but it should be 
pinposeful and last at least 10 minutes per session, the panel 
said. Brisk walking and even moderately strenuous yard work 
can lower a person’s risk of heart disease. 

That message is not new but tbe messengers are. The 
advice was offered by a panel of 13 people, most of them 
scientists, who earlier this week heard two days of pre- 
sentations about tbe relationship between physical activity 
and cardiovascular heal A. 

The work was done as part of a * ’consensus development” 
conference, in which Institutes of Heal A officials ask a group 
of experts to review scientific research and come up with 
public recommendations on a contentious medical or public 
bealA issue. Hie question of whether exercise fends off heart 
disease has been a subject of debate. 

The panel Ad not give a strict definition for “moderate 
intensity” physical activity, as measured by such things as 
rise in heart rate. Instead, it gave such examples as walking up 
stairs, swimming and bicycling. Dr. Patrick E McBride of the 
University of Wisconsin, one of Ae panel members, said the 
definition depends on Ae exercisers. 

“If they reel Aey are working at a moderately vigorous 
activity, they probably are.” he said. 

The greatest benefits, at least in terms of public health, won’t 
come from relatively fit people spending more time at the gym 
or in tbe pool. Instead, the experts said, it will occur when 
people who lead sedentary lives add modest physical activity. 

Although consensus conference statements like this one 
have no standing as federal policy, they are widely dis- 
seminated and tend to be viewed as state-of-knowledge 
advice by Ae medical profession. The recommendations 
Wednesday, however, were directed more to Ae public than 
to doctors and nurses. 

“We’ve aimed at not making physical activity a ‘medical 
problem,’ ” said Russell V. Luepker, an epidemiologist at the 
University of Minnesota who headed the panel. “Physical 
activity is a natural pan of our evolutionary status, but somehow 
we’ve managed to engineer it out of most people’s lives.” 

Elevated blood cholesterol, smoking and hypertension are 
all major “risk factors” for heart disease, llie prevalence of 
all three has been falling for 30 years in the United States, as 
has Ae death rate from heart attack. Physical inactivity and 
obesity, however, are both on Ae rise, and both appear to 
increase Ae risk of myocardial infarction (the death of heart 
muscle from inadequate blood flow through clogged coronary 
arteries), stroke and diseases of blood vessels in Ae legs. 

U.S. epidemiological studies have suggested Aat about 35 
percent of deaths from coronary heart disease can be at- 
tributed to physical inactivity. In 1992, about 168.000 of the 
480.000 coronary deaths might have been avoided if ev- 
eryone had been optimally active. 

A national health survey conducted in 199! found that 
overall. 54 percent of American adults were sedentary or 
virtually sedentary. 
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South Korea I ndicts 
2 Ex-Leaders for Coup 


By Kevin Sullivan 

Washington Post Service 


SEOUL — Two former pres- 
idents of South Korea, one in 
prison and the other hospital- 
ized from a 19-day jai [house 
hunger strike, were indicted 
Thursday for their roles in a 
coup sixteen years ago. 

Chun Doo Hwan, the former 
army general who ruled from 
3980 to 1988, faces the death 
penalty on charges of mutiny for 
masterminding the December 
1979 coup in which he came to 
power. 

Rob Tae Woo, president 
from 1988 to 1993, another for- 
mer general who has known Mr. 
Chun since their school days, is 
accused of aiding the general by 
ordering troops from the North 
Korean border to help in the 
coup. He also faces me death 
penalty, although it is highly 
unlikely that either former pres- 
ident would be executed. 

Mr. Rob, 63, has been in jail 
since his Nov. 16 arrest on 
charges of accepting bribes to 
accumulate a muJti million dol- 
lar political slush fund while be 
was president He is accused of 
taking S369 million from 35 
leading industrialists. 

Mr. Chun, 64, was hospital- 
ized Wednesday night from a 
defiant hunger strike in which he 
has lost 10 kilograms (22 
pounds). He is reported to have 
refused even intravenous feed- 


young rebel officers arrested 
several military officers, in- 
cluding General Chung Seung 
Hwa, who was army chief of 
staff and the nation's martial 
law commander. 

Under General Chun’s lead- 
ership. the generals called 
troops south from the Demil- 
itarized Zone to assist in the 
arrests, a move that left South 
Korea vulnerable to North Ko- 
rean attack and infuriated 
American military officials in 
Seoul. 

A new cabinet was named on 
Dec. 14, and the government 
continued with a largely fig- 
urehead president and with 
General Chun. General Roh 
and the other young generals 
holding power behind the 
scenes. 

The indictments issued 
Thursday against Mr. Chun and 
Mr. Roh stop with that incident 
But prosecutors are also inves- 
tigating the roles General Chun 
and General Roh played in the 
killings of democracy advo- 
cates To Kwangju a few months 


later. A special law passed by 
the National Assembly this 
week at President Kim's urging 
will allow them to be prose- 
cuted even though the statute of 
limitations has expired. 

After the 1 979 coup, protests 
against martial law continued, 
intensifying with student 
demonstrations after the begin- 
ning of a new school year in 
March. 

On May 17, faced with in- 
creasing protests. General 
Chun moved to consolidate his 
power. After stationing armed 
soldiers in the capitol building, 
he called the cabinet for a meet- 
ing and forced them all to re- 
sign. He also announced that he 
was extending martial law in- 
definitely. 

The next morning, a huge 


Hfe — As Car Bomb 

Wrecks Store in 
Pakistan City 




P rotest began in Kwangju, in 
outh ChoUa Previn 


ice. Before 
the protest was over 10 days 
later, at least 193 people had 
been killed by elite soldiers 
called in by General Chun and 
his supporters to put down the 
demonstrations. 



1 


Renters 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — A car bomb 


northwest Paldstam city of Peshawar on 
Thursday, killing at least 23 people and 
wounding more dan 50, the police ’and* 
witnesses said, v ■ r 

Hie police said the bomb went off in a 
busy street in Peshawar’s Saddar Bazaar 
district at 630 PAL The area was crowded 
with shoppers ahead of the Muslim week- 
end on Friday. 

Rescuers were searching for survivors m 
the basement of the Wadood Sons de- 
partment store, and officials' sad thedeath 
toll could rise. : 

There was no inmicdi&te claim of re- _ 
sponsibility tar the blast, which set several * 
cars on fire and wrecked nearby shops. 

“I cannot say right now. who was re- 
sponsible,” Aftab Sherpao. chief minister 
Of North West Frontier Province, ofwhfch 
Peshawar is the capital, toldrepartera at tfc 


scene. 


turn 

Police deploying Thursday to bar protesters from a Seoul hospital where ex-President Chun is being treated. 


pi “We will fully investigate,’* he sard. 1 
Ft* A -senior police official said the blad 
nave l 




*. Chun, who grew up poor 
as the son of a fanner, has taken 
only barley tea, milk and water 
since his Dec. 3 arrest, which he 
asserts is political revenge 


Tensions in Asia Put Damper on Growth Optimism 


By Michael Richardson 

International Herald Tribune 


against him by President Kim 
Young Sam. Mr. Kim was a 


young opposition politician 
who spent two years under 
house arrest during Mr. Chun's 
dictatorial rule. 

Mr. Chun’s lawyer, Lee 
Yang Woo, said his client was 
“so weak that he cannot even 
speak up, but be will continue 
his hunger strike.” 

There has been little public 
sympathy for Mr. Chun, a par- 
ticularly hard-line ruler. The 
charges against him and Mr. 
Roh stem from the events of 
Dec. 12, 1979, six weeks after 
President Park Chung Hee had 
been assassinated by his secu- 
rity chief. 

That night, General Chun, 
General Roh and six other 


SINGAPORE — After several years of 
euphoria about East Asia's growth prospects 
following the end of the Cold War, officials 
are starting to warn of growing tensions and 
the risk of armed conflict that would un- 
dermine economic gains. 

They worry that a resurgence of insta- 
bility. from the Korean Peninsula to the 
South China Sea, could eat away at the 
climate of confidence underpinning rapid 
economic growth and investment in the re- 
gion. 

At a recent meeting of Southeast Asian 
leaders in Bangkok, Goh Chok Tong, Sin- 
gapore’s prime minister, cautioned that “the 
general mood of optimism in the Asia-Pa- 
cific has been clouded by the downturn in 
Sino-U.S. relations, the deterioration in Chi- 
na-Taiwan ties, the increasing difficulties in 
the U.S.-Japan relationship and the rival 
claims over the Spratly Islands’ ' in the South 
China Sea. China, Taiwan, Vietnam. 
Malaysia, the Philippines and Brunei have 
overlapping claims on the islands, and keep 
troops stationed on many of the atolls and 
reefs they control. 

Masahiro Akiyama, director-general of 


Japan's Defense Agency, said Tuesday in 
Tokyo that although the Cold War was over. 
East Asia still faced unsolved territorial 
problems, including the armed standoff be- 
tween North and South Korea, the dispute 
between Japan and Russia over ownership of 
the Kuril Islands, and the Spratlys issue, 
which Tokyo views very seriously because 
of Japan's dependence on imported oil, nat- 
ural gas and industrial raw materials shipped 
via the South China Sea. 

He said that while East Asian countries 
were enjoying stability and economic 
growth, “we have to be ready for new dis- 
putes in the region where the balance of the 
East and West blocs has collapsed.” 

The end of the Cold War ended the Soviet 
military threat and ideological tensions be- 
tween Co mmunis t and non-Comraunist 
countries in the region. But analysts said that 
tiiis development had weakened U.S. strate- 
gic interests in Japan and other parts of 
Asia. 

They said it had also brought U.S. concerns 
about its massive trade deficit and other prob- 
lems with East Asia to the forefront of Amer- 
ican foreign policy, creating new sources of 
friction with many countries in the area and 
raising questions in the United States about 
why it should continue a costly military en- 


gagement, mainly in Japan and South Korea. 

“One of tiie principal security concerns in 
East Asia since the end of the Cold War is 
uncertainty about the future of the U.S. mil- 
itary presence in the region.’’ said Desmond 
Ball, a regional security specialist in the 
Strategic and Defense Studies Center at the 
Australian National University in Canberra. 
“The belief is widespread in many Asian 
capitals that the U.S. might not maintain the 
will, and perhaps over the longer term might 
lose the economic capacity, to ensure that no 
other power in the region will become as- 
cendant.” 

Ibis uncertainty, combined with the surge 
of economic growth that intensified as Cold 
War barriers were lifted, has prompted many 
countries in the region to invest heavily in 
military modernization programs. There is 
concern that this might overwhelm the 
fledgling regional security measures and in- 
stitutions established since the Cold War to 
build mutual trust and prevent a regional 
aims race that could spiral out of control. 

Richard Halloran, of the Pacific Forum 
CSIS research center in Honolulu, said that 
China was assembling armed forces capable 
of projecting military power beyond its bor- 
ders, “and many Asians fear that Beijing will 
seek to dominate the region unless the U3. 


provides a counterbalance.'’ Other Asia-Pa- 
cific countries are hedging their bets by 
for ming closer political and military ties, 
partly as a counterbalance to the rise of 
China. 

Analysts said that the security agreement 
signed Monday by Australia and Indonesia 
was the first example of what was likely to 
become an increasing trend as countries in 
Southeast Asia and the Southwest Pacific 
banded together to sustain stability and eco- 
nomic growth in their region. 

“After the end of the Cold War -we aH 
started thinking that economics would be the 
ghie that kept us together.” said Mari 
Pangestu, who heads the economics depart- 
ment of the Center for Strategic ana In- 
ternational Studies in Jakarta. “But now 


security is coming up again so that the two 
locked together. 


are Ii 


Gareth Evans, Australia’s foreign min- 
ister, said that a key question facing & Asia- 
Pacific region was whether countries that 
had shown they could work together for 
common prosperity could also work to 
achieve their security together. 

He said that “for the time being, and for 
the reasonably foreseeable future, everyone 
in the region seems far more bent on making 
money than making war.” 
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Ckristians Harassed 


-- 


In China,(kovp Says 


■Ratten 


' WASHINGTON- — Qrinais increasing'' 
its harassment of unanteonzed Catholic 
and Protestant ' grouts, a 
group asserted Thursday.,, ; . 

The group. Human Rights Watch/Asja, . 
Sard the crackdown on CJinstians, incfodBcrig '- ' 
stricter controls on amrict with foreigners, 
was part of a broader drive begun in 195^k 
against all farms of dissent ana religion. • 
“All religious believers, and especially 
. Christians , are ^eepuas potential seem 
.risks,” said Mickey Spiegel, a researcher. ; 
for the group-, ; f '• i .* 

Chinese Embassy officialsm Washing- . 
ton could not be readied for comment j 
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Cambodia Prince Heads to Exile in France * 


Tokyo Presses Nuclear Inquiry 


extend full cooperation to the Phili 
establish the facts” on the maid's 


line authorities in order to 
(AFP) 


TOKYO — Japan's government stepped up Thursday it Pakistan Charges 4 With Sedition 
investigation of an accident at a plutonium-powered nuclear 0 

plant, angered by the plant operator's cover-up of a videotape 
recording showing the accident's full extent 
The Science and Technology Agency said it had lost trust in 
the operator’s ability to investigate itself, so agency inves- 
tigators would now have the power to give orders and control 
tire inquiry. 

The Power Reactor & Nuclear Fuel Development Corp., 
known as Doncn, admitted that it had concealed a video of the 

Dec. 8 accident in which two to three tons of sodium leaked in rrt • > r y-, . , y,. ,,, 

a secondary cooling system. The tape showed mounds of lamilS JbOSe Controls OU LtlVllianS 
sodium compounds on tire floor ana caked around cooling 
vents. Large holes in pipes were visible, as well as bum marks 
left when the sodium combusted on contact with air. (AP) 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — An army general and three other 
officers arrested in September over an alleged plot to overthrow 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and impose Islamic law have been 
charged with sedition, the Defense Ministry said Thursday. 

Major General Zaheer ul Islam Abbasi. Brigadier Mustansar 
Billah, Colonel Mohammed Azad Minhas and Colonel In- 
ayatullah Khan will face a court martial for violation of the 
Pakistan Army Act and the penal code. (AFP) 


Victory for Mauritius Opposition 


PORT LOUIS, Mauritius — The opposition alliance swept to 
victory Thursday, seizing all 60 elected Parliament seats, pro- 
visional results showed. 

The alliance, led by Navin Ramgoolam and Paul Berenger, 
defeated the prime minister. Sir Anerood Jugnauth, taking his 
Parliament seat and ending his 13 years in power. ( Reuters) 


COLOMBO — Tamil Tiger rebels, under pressure from 
disgruntled Tamil refugees, have relaxed controls on people 
leaving guerrilla-held areas while making sure those of fighting 
age remain, residents said Thursday. 

“Starting yesterday, they have gone back to issuing passes 
like earlier,” a civilian arriving in the government-controlled 
northern town of Vavuniya said of the rebels. * ‘Still, they do not 
issue passes to anyone between 12 and 40 years of age unless 
they have a significant reason.” he added. f Reuters) 


Singapore to Cooperate on Maid 


VOICES From Asia 


SINGAPORE — The authorities in Singapore offered Thurs- 
day to cooperate with the Philippines in an investigation into the 
death of a Filipino maid here. 

The offer came a day after President Fidel V. Ramos of the 
Philippines formed a group to investigate the death of Angelina 
Patenting, 28, who plunged with her four-year-old ward from a 
ninth-story apartment here on Dec. 7. The child survived. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesman said that the Philippine 
Embassy hod been informed that * ‘Singapore authorities would 


Cho Jong Kook, after a South Korean court sentenced a U.S. 
Army soldier. Sergeant Frank Golinar. to six months in prison 
on charges of assaulting him: “I am satisfied with the court 
ruling. It is a punishment for Mr. Golinar's refusal to ac- 
knowledge his crime and compensate for it. (AP) 


Takayuki Fujiyoshi of the Japanese Science and Tech- 
nology Agency, on the investigation of an accident by the 
nuclear operator Donen: “Until now we had trusted in their 
investigation. This is regrettable.” (AP) 




Agence France-Presse 

SINGAPORE — Prince 
Norodom Sirivudh of Cambo- 


dia, charged with plotting to 
assassinate Prime Minister Hun 


Sen, slipped into Singapore 
Thursday on his way to exile in 
France. 

Singapore's Foreign Min- 
istry confirmed Thursday that 
the 44-year-old half brother of 
King Norodom Sihanouk was 
“currently in Singapore on 
transit to France.” 

The ministry’s spokesmen 
declined to give details. 

The prince, a former foreign 
minister, has steadfastly denied 
all charges but agreed to be 
exiled under a deal brokered by 
the king, and approved by Mr. 
Hun Sen, to resolve one of the 
most serious crises for Cam- 


bodia’s two-year-old coalition 
government 

The prince left his homeland 
exactly a month after being ar- 
rested in Phnom Penh, where be 
spent tee past two nights aithe 
royal palace in tee custody of 
King Sihanouk. He was given a 
French visa on Wednesday. 

Legal proceedings against 
the prince, who has been 
charged with terrorism, at- 
tempting to overthrow the gov- 
ernment and criminal conspir- 
acy, are expected to continue. 
He could be sentenced to life in 
prison in absentia if convicted. 

The French Embassy in Sin- 
gapore declined to comment on 
arrangements for the prince. 
Cambodia, a farmer French 
colony, does not have an em- 
bassy here and conducts its 


diplomatic affaire with Singa- 
pore from its Bangkok mission. 

The prince, secretary-gener- 

ty, is expet^Sto^^eStrturday 
night by Air France and arrive 
Christmas Eve' in Paris,where 
his children are now staying 
with relatives for the holidays. 

Journalists at Changi Airport 
in Smgapare did not see him 
arrive. Diplomatic sources said 
he was whisked off through 
VIP channels for security rea- 
sons after arriving on a Sflk Air 
flight from Phnom Penh. 

His wife. Princess Christine, 
a French citizen who works in 
tee Phnom Ferih office of tee 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nization, remained in Phnom 
Penh. 


“He did not leave as a crim- 
inal, he did not leave as a beaten 

man,” she said after seeiug^r? 
her husband. 

“He did not lose his honor,” ! 
she added. 

‘‘ The princess was to leave ■ 
Cambodia on Friday for Thai- :. 


tend on a business tnp and then 


join her family in France after, 
the holidays. She is expected to 


return to Cambodia on Jan. .6, 
followed soon afterward by her 
children. 


The king had Tepeatedtyl 
his half brother that if: 


warned .... 

he remained in Cambodia hSf 
life would be in dangti^ 
whether he was acquitted ar„ 
convicted. ■ ^ 

Critics have described 
prince’s arrest as potitica%4 
motivated. 
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By Walter Pin cus 

_ ^fensftwPowSeniicf 

?SS£s*ssL-js- 

testers 

h f^s&t?^ I sr “*. 

tf^niony that John M. Deutch, 
cencral intelligence, gave the 
House intelligence conmnnee on Tuesday. 


Both Mr. Primakov'|t& Mr. Deutch, for 
example, taBted i£ioS#©a#tfi£ & rebuild 
their agencies after^dteteodvof the Cold 
War. Both describednew diallenges of 
collectmg infonnafiSil^afiOTt terrorism, 
proliferation of ^weapa^tef «ass destruc- 
tion and economic A^gjifies^- 
Mr. Primakov at onepointeven talked 
about the need for Russian service to 
employ more women ja daOeoging jobs, a 
problem that poblicly sSfaced last year at 
the C3A with a ihr^^sedfewsuit by fe- 
male case officers. : -•- 

“Unfortunately,” Primakov said, 

the Foreign inteffigehce t 5ervice “has few 
women woridng in the/fieScL’^ - 
“But we are. giving them die ‘green 
light,’ he added: " 

- “Next year,” he said, “our academy 
will enroll women into a special group.” 


iployer Calls His Behavior in Jail ‘ Dignified ’ 


A question about Russian intelligence 
officers working for the CIA led Mr. Pri- 
makov to draw a sharp line between Soviet 
traitors who defected to the West and be- 
trayed their colleagues for money and Mr. 
Ames, die veteran CIA counterintelligence 
officer who during more than nine years of 
spying caused the death of at least nine 
Soviet citizens who worked as agents for 
the CIA. 

Mr. Arnes, Mr. Primakov said, gave 
secrets to Moscow “not only for the sake of 
money” but because he saw that the Soviet 
people were not as “aggressive and hos- 
tile” as they had been portrayed by his CIA 
employers. 

The Russian defectors “are fond of ex- 
plaining everything by ideological caus- 
es,” Mr. Primakov said. “That is rub- 
bish." He added, “They all betray 


exclusively for mercantile considerations, 
for money.” 

Mr. Ames, who is serving a life sentence 
in the maximum security facility at the 
federal penitentiary at Allenwood, Penn- 
sylvania, was not available for comment 
His attorney, Plato Cacheris, said Wednes- 
day, “As far as 1 know, Ames has never 
indicated any preference for the Soviet 
Union.” 

“As to Ames himself,” Mr. Primakov 
said, “again judging by publications, he is 
behaving in a very dignified manner.” In 
the shadowy world of spying, Mr. Pri- 
makov’s mild statements about Mr. Ames 
may have no meaning at all, or may be a 
signal that Russia still plans to pay Mr. 
Ames money it owes him. 

Documents made available at the time 
that Mr. Ames pleaded guilty showed that 


his Russian handlers told him four months 
before his arrest that Moscow had more than 
$ 1 million set aside for him for his services 
already rendered. Under the unwritten rules 
of international espionage, if Mr. Ames did 
not turn against his former spymasiers, those 
funds would at some time be passed on — if 
not to him, at least to benefit his family. 

In comments that echoed those of his 
U.S. counterparts. Mr. Primakov charged 
that some post-Cold War budget cuts in his 
agency developed “because the press 
ganged up on us“ and “many newspapers 
wrote absurd things about us. including 
statements that foreign intelligence was no 
longer necessary at all.” 

His remarks about media coverage were 
similar to recent statements by Mr. Deutch 
and by his predecessors, R. James Woolsey 
and Robert M. Gates. 


'7J ‘ 

Will Kremlin Stay the Course? 

Experts See Economic Reforms Continuing 


SS=?«S ssssassr 


Partzament, 
Councils - 
The pre 
meat of Sen 


'Federation 


for averted a major battle over the 

spending, but economic economy by’g&fing the 195 ' 
?? pursday that its budget footed by tire State Di 
P 0 ^ nabefaresSl^’s elections. 

“ 816 to Tbe budget, a fey part of th 

, . government’s attempt toreviv 

. of : fte economy, won approve 
t uie Golden Club of 60 Tuesday m Are upper house c 
major Russian banks that trade Parliament, 
in gold, said at an economic Conncfl ? 
tonrni here that “there will be The 'pre-election appoini 
more government action cm so- meat of Seigei Dubimn, aOxa 
cim issues. nontyrifin^y;asdienewchau 

But he said his organization man of the Central F*nir als 
did not expect any fundamental bolstered the government* 
economic changes from tbe ecrinonntpdficy. ' 
government before presidential President ■ Boris N:*= Yeltsi 

elections in June. grid during voting Sunday tha 

Alexander Priyalov of the “pQ cdrcunjstances, will maki 
Russian economics ma gazi ne me renounce die chosen corns 1 
Expert said he did not envisage of refanns.” .* 
any major economic battles m The money markers m Rus 
the next six months, but that he sia reacted calmly to the Com 
thought the government would mmia victory — a in 
‘ ‘quickly try to orient its policy dkation .that po - d«mari< 
to the social side, dealing with' swings of policy ae expected, 
pensions and wages.” The Cbcnmunsts kept the® 

During tbe campaign. Prime fern lead m Russia’s pariiamen 
Minister Viktor S. Chemomvr- tarv. election. hut final results 


In the party list segment of 
the poll, which decides half of 
tbe 450 seats in die Duma, the 
Communists remained first 
with 21.99 percent after votes 
from 192 electoral districts out 


economy by ’gating the 1 996" of 225 had been counted 
budget adopted by the State Du- Only four parties are set to 

ma before Sunday’s elections. . clear the 5 percent barrier to 
The budget,, a key part of die win places through party lists, 
government’s attempt toievive The Communists were fol- 

the economy, won approval' lowed by the ultranationalists of 
Tuesday M the upper house of Vladimir Zhirinovsky, with 


gSwSS v - ■ 

■ -r£5t-' <»■'■ „ 

vr. v ■» 


The pre-election anoint- 
ment ofSeigei Dubinin, a Cher- 
nomyrdin afiy.asthenew chair - 
man of die Central Bank also 
bolstered the government’s 
economic poScy. ' 

President 1 Boris N.^ Yeltsin 
said during voting Sunday that 
“99 caraunstance^. will make 
me renotmee the chosen course 
of refonqs,” • * 

The money markets m Rus- 
sia reacted calmly to the Cam- 


11. 14 percent Thud came Mr. 
Chernomyrdin’s Our Home Is 
Russia party, with 9.65 percent 

Tbe liberal Yabloko bloc is 
the only other party that looks as 
though it will clear 5 percent It 
wan7.il percent of the vote. 

All of the other 39 parties 
were below the threshold and 
appeared unlikely to clear it 
when the Central Election 
Commission annnnnrpg the fi- 
nal count probably on Friday. 
The count m the second part of 
die election, the 225 individual 


Minister Viktor S. Chernomyr- 
din pledged that the government 
would provide 2.6 trillion rubles 
<5578 million) to pay off army 


EUROPEAN 

TOPICS 


mums! victory — a tacit in-* constituencies, was unofficially 
dicatioq , .that ^no . dramati c finished , die commission said, 
swings of policy arc expected. Of the last two places de- 
The Communists kept their rided in this section, one went 
firm lead m Russia’s pariiamen- to Yuri Voronin, the former 
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deputy speaker of the Parlia- 
ment dissolved by President 
Yeltsin in 1993. Mr. Voronin 
was backed by tbe Communist 
Party. This gave them 58 con- 
stituency places altogether. 

The Agrarians, likely allies of 
die Communists, won 20 places, 
white Yabloko had 14 and Mr. 
Granoutynfin’s Woe 10. 

. The teitist Power to tbe Peo- 
ple bloc led by former Soviet 
Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov had nine places, 
equaling the reformist Demo- 
cratic Choice of Russia. 

Altogether, 77 constituency 
seats have been won by inde- 
pendents who have yet to de- 
clare dieir loyalties. Some may 
support the Communists, al- 
though in the last Duma most 
were pro-government. 

Communists are expected to 
win control of more than 150 
seats altogether, with 30 going 
to other leftist parties. Together 
with Mr. Zhirinovsky's ultra- 
nationalists who will have 
around 50, they would in theory 
be able to command a majority 
in tbe Duma. (AFP. Reuters ) 
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Russian special forces troops returning from a raid on rebels in Gudermes, Chechnya’s second largest town. 
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Austria May Charge Haider 

VIENNA — Austrian public prosecutors said Thursday 
that they were investigating the possibility of criminal 
charges against Jorg Haider, the leader of the far-right 
Freedom Party, the country's third-Iargest, after an am- 
ateur video showed him making a speech praising the Nazi 
SS. 

The video, shown Tuesday on television, of Mr. Haider 
addressing and mingling with a group of former SS 
officers in September has sent shock waves through 
Austrian politics. (Reuters) 

2 Bombings in Corsica 

AJACCIO, Corsica — Two more bombs exploded on 
this French Mediterranean island Thursday, damaging a 
police station and a telephone office but causing no 
injuries. Thursday’s explosions followed three other 
bombings around the island Monday night or early Tues- 
day that caused light damage but no injuries. (AP) 

Socialists Trail in Spain 

MADRID — The governing Socialists would lose the 
approaching general elections to the leading opposition 
Popular Party, according to a poll published Thursday. 


The poll, showed the conservative Popular Party with 40.2 
percent against the Socialists' 3 1 -5 percent, and the United 
Left with 1 3.3 percent, the daily El Mundo said. (API 

Le Pen’s No. 2 Is Sanctioned 

MARSEILLE — The No. 2 in the French far-right 
National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen was declared in- 
eligible for public office for one year on Thursday. An 
administrative court in Marseille said Bruno M£gret had 
exceeded the legal limit of spending on a local election 
campaign in Vitrolles, a fast-growing industrial town near 
Marseille, last June. ~ (Reuters) 

*** 

Calendar 

*★ * 

EU events scheduled for Friday: 

NEW DELHI: Commissioner for common commer- 
cial policy Sir Leon Brittan pays official visit to India until 
Jan. 2, meeting Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao and 
other government members. 

BRUSSELS: EU fisheries ministers continue meeting 
to set catch quotas for 1996. 

Sources: Agence Europe. AFP 


Mr. Deutch told the House committee 
that the intelligence operations of the in- 
teragency Balkan task force, housed at the 
CIA, had been “a vety successful part of 
our difficult, strained policy process on the 
whole Bosnian-Balkan issue." Mr. Pri- 
makov. also referring to the former Yu- 
goslavia, said the Russian intelligence ser- 
vice “was doing all it could to ensure the 
triumph of justice, to ensure equal treat- 
ment of all sides taking part in this con- 
flict." 

Both Mr. Primakov and Mr. Deutch also 
said intelligence had to be used against 
international crime, and of course against 
each other. Mr. Primakov said the United 
States has kept up its intelligence spending 
and that “European countries, not only in 
the East but also in the West of Europe, 
remain targets.*' 


Russians Press 
Chechen Town; 
Its Mayor Says 
100 Civilians Die 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — Russian troops pressed 
ahead with an anack to clear rebels out of 
Chechnya's second biggest town Thurs- 
day. and its mayor said the fighting had 
killed more than 100 civilians. 

Ramzan Vatsayev. the mayor of Gu- 
dermes. said after reaching the region's 
capital, Grozny: “The Russian troops are 
using long-range weapons. There are bod- 
ies lying in the town center. They can not be 
buried because of continued shelling,” 

Mr. Vatsayev said that in fighting 
Wednesday in the town, 30 kilometers (20 
miles) east of Grozny, the Russians had fired 
from helicopters on rebels and civilians. 

The army has been concentrating its 
attack on a vital railroad link in Gudermes, 
where separatist rebels surrounded a group 
of Russian soldiers more than a week ago. 

hi Moscow, the government held its first 
cabinet meeting since the new fighting 
erupted in the region. 

On Wednesday, Russian troops used ar- 
tillery and rocket fire to lift a rebel siege of 
army headquarters in Gudermes. 

A Russian military source said in an 
interview with the Interfax news agency 
that troops were unable to use the full force 
of their heavy artillery against the sep- 
aratists in the town. 

“The troops no longer have room for 
maneuver with the firing force of tanks and 
artillery because of the great risk of civilian 
casualties.' ' be was quoted as saying. “The • 
rebels are taking advantage of the situation 
to organize resistance all over the town." 

A military spokesman told Interfax that 
six Russian soldiers had been killed in 
Chechnya, including Gudermes, in the past 
24 hours, and that 1 8 had been wounded. 

It was not possible to get independent 
confirmation of any of the reports on the 
fighting in Gudermes. 

"Refugees fleeing the fighting on 
Wednesday said that the Russian Army had 
subjected it to the worst shelling they had 
seen in more than a year of war. 

News reports described intense street 
battles in the town as Russian commanders 
sent in helicopters loaded with reinforce- 
ments to break through lines of Chechen 
separatists surrounding Russians holed up 
in strong points. 

Thousands of soldiers, rebels and civil- 
ians have died in Chechnya in the year 
since President Boris N. Yeltsin ordered 
troops into the region to crush its bid for 
independence. 


The Woman of a Scent: 


Hive. ^ 

Personal computers, more- 
over, change work habits but 
don’t always reduce comw- 


old tody a flask of die per- 
fume with which die lady had 
her first amoroos success as a 
teenager. Ms. Lohr, a Dus- 
seldorf-based aroma detec- 
tive — might we call her a 
private nose? — will scour 
the world in search of a rare 
or long-forgotten brand de- 
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International 


Commander Says NATO Troops Will Move Freely in Bosnia 


CtmfMbjOwSbtfFnwn pupuvfei 

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovma 
7— NATO moved quickly Thursday to 
impose a peace strategy on the ruins 
of Bosnia and told leaders of former 
waning factions that its 60,000 troops 
would go where they pleased. 

Units of the biggest peacetime force 
tiie alliance has ever mustered fanned 
out across the country, tearing down 
roadblocks and passing front lines its 
UN predecessor never crossed. 

“I am an optimist," said Admiral 
Leighton Smith, the overall comman- 
der of the NATO implementation 
force. “I am just tickled pink with 
what I see already." 

Admiral Smith met military lead- 
ers of the Muslims, Goats and Bosni- 
an Serbs to tell them how he planned 
to enforce the peace their political 
leaders signed in Paris last week. 


He said he had told them at "very 
successful” talks that his multina- 
tional force from more than 30 na- 
tions would exercise complete free- 
dom of movement and go "wherever 
we need to go." 

Admiral Smith laid down his plans 
at a heavily guarded meeting with the 
one-time warring faction chiefs at the 
first meeting of a Joint Military Com- 
mission set up to monitor implemen- 
tation of the Paris peace accord. 

The British defense minister, 
Michael Portillo, said Britain's 
13.000-strong contingent would use 
force if necessary against anyone who 
tried to break the pact ending the worst 
conflict in Europe since World War 

n. 

He said that the NATO force, better 
armed than the UN troops and backed 
by a strong international resolve. 


would ny persuasion and argument 
first but back it up with firepower. 

Speaking of the British contingent 
on a brief visit to Sarajevo, he said, 
"It is perfectly clear that they are 
armed in such a way to defend them- 
selves and they have the authority to 
use force if that is necessary to im- 
plement the peace agreement.” 
"You'll find,” he added, ‘ ‘that the 
fences are much more prepared to 
defend themselves, but also to take 
action against anyone who may try to 
break tire peace agreement.' ' 

The tenor of Admiral Smith and 
Mr. Portillo's remarks signaled in- 
ternational determination to put an 
end to a conflict that killed almost a 
quarter of a million people in 316 years 
and made up to 3 million homeless. 

One of NATO's first challenges 
will be to demilitarize the shell- 


pocked Bosnian capital. The Paris 
accord says that militias must aban- 
don their positions within one week. 

It will be the task of French troops, 
whose commanders have identified a 
number of key positions from which 
they want Serbian and Muslim gun- 
men to withdraw. 

Some European countries taking 
parr in the NATO force fear that 
America's 20,000 men, assembling 
at the northeastern Bosnian base of 
Tuzla. may Ire too heavy-handed 
when they are deployed, despite Ad- 
miral Smith's pledge that they are 
“not cowboys looking for a fight." 

In Washington, meanwhile, a U.S. 
defense official said that the army 
had pushed back by several days, to 
Dec. 30, the start date for the main 
U.S. ground force to enter Bosnia. 

The official, who spoke on con- 


dition he not be identified, attributed 
the delay to foul weather that has 
hampered military operations in the 
Balkans recently and to rail travel 
constraints imposed by Austrian and 
Hungarian authorities. 

The main U.S. ground troops, a 
task force of 13,000 from the 1st 
Armored Division, will begin mov- 
ing into northern Bosnia from Hun- 
gary once a floating bridge is built by 
army engineers across the Sava River 
separating Bosnia from Croatia. 

An army engineer company had 
planned to lay tire 300-meter span 
across the Sava around Dec. 24, hut 
that has been pushed back by six days, 
the defense official said. The troops, 
driving 67-ton tanks and Bradley 
fig hting vehicles, have no other land 
route into northern Bosnia because no 
regular bridges are standing. 


The U.S. troops have been trav- 
eling by rail to a staging area m 
southern Hungary from their home 
Ssk in Germany, but Austna 
Hungary have limited tire number or 
train trips to avoid disruptmg 
civilian holiday rail travel, the ot- 

fiC ^ Wednesday, Defense Secretary 
William J. Perry said the ]?.». 
peacekeeping force of 20,000 soldiers 

wiU make it to Bosnia by Fwniaiy. 

As of Wednesday, there were I ,4ou 
U.S. troops in Bosnia, 851 in Croatia 
and 2^90 in Hungary, according to a 
count provided- by tire Pentagon. 

Mr. Perry said he had told U.S. 
commandos in tire B alkans not to 
take extraordinary measures to has- 
ten tire deployment ‘Tm not con- 
cealed about the pace of tire deploy- 
ment,' ' Mr. Perry said.(Reuters. AP) 


Espionage Charges 
Plunge Poland Into 
A Deepening Crisis 




Agence Fronce-Presse 

WARSAW — Poland’s po- 
litical crisis deepened Thursday 
on the eve of the inauguration 
of a new president, as Prime 
Minister Jozef Oleksy contin- 
ued to fend off charges that he 
worked as a Soviet spy. 

Interior Minister Andrzej 
Milczanowski told Parliament 
on Thursday that Mr. Oleksy 
had sent "news and documents, 
including secrets, in full knowl- 
edge” to foreign intelligence 
agents over the past five years. 

DIVORCE: 

The ‘What Ifs ?’ 

Continued from Page 1 

somehow be given a place in 
the arcana of court protocol. 
Furthermore, her looks and 
crowd-pleasing style have won 
considerable popularity, bring- 
ing a touch of humanity to a 
family that strikes many as 
aloof and frigid. Her publicly 
documented tribulations, rang- 
ing from b ulimi a to post-par- 
tum depression and self-muti- 
lation, have made her a 1990s 
icon of suffering dial some 
identify with. 

Lastly, there is the question 
of Diana’s obvious bitterness 
toward her husband and in-laws 
and her new assertiveness. 

"She won’t go quietly — 
that’s the problem.” she said, 
speaking of herself in the third 
person in a BBC interview a 
month ago. In the same inter- 
view, she let drop the subver- 
sive thought that perhaps Prince 
Charles was not temperamen- 
tally suited to be king and sug- 
gested that perhaps the crown 
should go directly to her son. 

And she also said that she 
would like to be a roving am- 
bassador for Britain, a prospect 
thai does not go down very well 
at the British Foreign Office, and 
be given a role as a person who 
cares about the ill and the poor. 

Members of the royal family 
and the government are surely 
aware that in times of crisis for 
tire royal family one key el- 
ement affecting outcome is 
public opinion. 

"What drove Edward VUI 
from the throne was public opin- 
ion articulated by a Tory prime 
minister and backbenchers," 
said David Starkey, a consti- 
tutional expert at the London 
School of Economics. "Public 
opinion is not yet ready to drive 
Charles from the throne and I 
don't think it ever will be." 


Mr. Oleksy denied the 
charges as “provocation" but 
then added that some of what 
Mr. Milczanowski said “came 
very close to the truth." 

He acknowledged having 
had “frequent contacts" with 
Soviet and Russian diplomats 
in the past, but said he could not 
even remember their names. 

“And so what?” he asked. 

“I have never been an agent 
for anyone," he said in Par- 
liament. “It is Jozef Oleksy 
who says this before the Diet of 
the Polish Republic." He also 
accused the interior minister of 
falsifying documents to back up 
his allegations. 

Mr. Oleksy added that once 
he was informed that one of his 
acquaintances was a KGB 
agent, he stopped seeing the 
person. 

Mr. Milczanowski, for his 
part, said that Mr. Oleksy had 
handed over documents "dur- 
ing a series of meetings" which 
took place between 1990 and 
1995. 

He said that Mr. Oleksy had 
contacts with foreign intelli- 
gence agents from 1982-83 
right up until 1995, when he 
was prime minister, and that he 
was "registered as a qualified 
source of information, with his 
pseudonym" by this service. 

The dispute broke on Tues- 
day when the outgoing presi- 
dent, Lech Walesa, accused Mr. 
Oleksy of unspecified activities 
prejudicial to state security. 

A new Polish president. 
Alexander Kwasniewski, is to 
be inaugurated on Saturday. 
Mr. Kwasniewski defeated Mr. 
Walesa in the election last 
month. Like Mr. Oleksy, he is a 
former Communist. 

Earlier Thursday, the daily 
Gazeta Wyborcza reported that 
secret services had about 10 
photographs of Mr. Oleksy with 
two suspected Russian spies. 

Citing military prosecutors, it 
said that Mr. Oleksy had “con- 
tacts with at least two KGB of- 
ficers during the past five years, 
in Warsaw and Moscow.” 

Polish intelligence also 
caught him on video and un- 
covered the names of his con- 
tacts and the times and dates he 
met them, and also had record- 
ings of their telephone conver- 
sations. it added. 

Meanwhile the private Radio 
Zet station quoted a former 
Communist politician as saying 
that there was a tape recording 
on which Mr. Oleksy could be 
heard saying that he and the 
person he was speaking to “had 
to change the nature of their 
contacts.” 
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STYLE 

From Paris to Milan, from New York 

to Tokyo, fashion editor Suzv Menkes 

+ * 

covers the fashion front With additio- 
nal reporting on lifestyle issues, the 
Style section provides up-to-date 
information on developments in the 
changing world of creative design. 
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FRANCE: Social Summit Opens 

Continued from Page 1 


,. ,. •... . S ■ ■ 

■■ •••• . •• ■*■■■ C& 


Mr. Jupp£ wailing Thursday for union and employer representatives to arrive. 


t/Agttm frapo-lYrar 


some of bis plans — to eliminate 
3.750 miles of rural branch lines 
and special retirement rules that 
allow many railroad workers to 
start collecting pensions at the 
age of 50. 

Rail service was back to nor- 
mal across tire country Thurs- 
day except in Marseille, where 
strikes continue. 

Some of the uuon leaders 
attending Mr. Juppd’s meeting 
have demanded that he with- 
draw the rest of a plan he an- 
nounced last month to eliminate 
the S13 billion annual deficit in 
die health and pension system. 

"The unions that called for 
the strike are going to raise the 
question with the prime min- 
ister. and we’ll see how much 
negotiation be accepts,” said 
Marc Blonde L. the leader of the 
one-million-strong Workers’ 
Force union, which spearhead- 
ed the strikes along with the 
communist-led General Con- 
federation of Labor. Mr. Blon- 
del said the talks had got off to a 
"relatively bad start’ ' 

Jean Gandois, the head of the 
biggest employers’ group, 
agreed to attend only reluctant- 
ly, and said he would refuse to 
di<cu«K union demands for wage 
increases and for reducing the 
week week to create more jobs. 

Mr. Juppd invited his guests 
to suggest ways of creating 
more entry-level jobs far young 
workers by cutting social in- 
surance premiums on wages 
and agreeing to flexible work- 
ing hours. 

President Jacques Chirac, 
whose popularity has taken a 
beating along with Mr. Juppd’s, 
urged the prime minister to use 
the meeting to help broaden un- 
derstanding of the govern- 
ment's plan to strengthen tire 
financial underpinnings of the 
health and pension system. 

Mr. Jupp6 wants to find ways 
to reduce the burden the system 
creates on wages, since it is 
entirely financed by payroll 


taxes. Employees pay 6.8 per- 
cent of their salaries for health 
insu ranc e and employers match 
that with 21.7 percent. 

The prime minister also 
hopes that lowering the con- 
tributions employers must 
make on the salaries they pay 
would make them less reluctant 
to hire new workers. 

Nicole Notat whose French 
Democratic Labor Confedera- 
tion supports much of the gov- 
ernment plan,, said she hoped 
tire meeting would produce 
agreement on hiring young 
workers. “If an enterprise hires 
two people, one of them ought 
to be under 25,” she said. .. 

Mr. Juppd’s spokesman, 
Alain Lamassoure. said: 
“There was broad convergence 
on tire French sickness and the 
anguish of our compatriots, but 
there continue to be real dif- 
ferences an tire remedies." . 


French Mayor 
BansAUDogs 
In City Center 

Agence France-Presse 

CARCASSONNE, 
Ranee — For tire first time 
ever in Ranee, a city may- 
’ or has banned all dogs from 
a pedestrian zone in tire 
city’s center in a radical 
effort to clean it 19. 

Even dogs on leashes 
will be outlawed under the 
ruling by Raymond Cbesa, 
who says the only- way to 
stop the mess in the pic- 
turesque southern city of 
Carcassonne is to ban dogs 
completely. Hie says poop- 
er-scoopers are ineffective 
in a busy pedestrian zone. 

Some locals are furious. 

"My dog is dean and 
not dangerous. He doesn’t 
go everywhere, so why 
shouldn’t X walk him?" 
asked one. 


BOUYGUES: Another Prominent French Executive Faces Possible Corruption Charges 


Continued from Page 1 

allegedly used to finance a political slush 
fund for Mr. Botton’s father-in-law. 
Michel Noir, the former mayor of Lyon 
and a former foreign-trade minister. 

The investigation is a judicial soap 
opera that has kept France’s attention 
for the past few years. Mr. Bon on was 
convicted in 1992 for misuse of cor- 
porate funds. This summer, he was sen- 
tenced in a separate case to four years in 
jaiL. but is free pending appeal. 

He was arrested Wednesday as he pre- 
pared to board a flight to the United 
Stales, and is also expected to be placed 
under investigation by Judge Counoye 
on Friday. 

Celine Ode. a spokeswoman for 
Bouygues, said the company would not 
comment on the case. 


According to Le Monde, the move by 
the judge follows an acknowledgment 
by Mr. Bouygues that his company had 
contributed to Mr. Noir’s slush fund. 

French officials, who began inves- 
tigating Mr. Botton in 1992, discovered 
in 1993 two Swiss bank accounts in his 
name which contained more than 10 
million francs. Mr. Botton has said he 
opened the accounts on orders from his 
father-in-law. Mr. Noir. and that they 
were used to create a political slush fund 
for the politician while he was running 
for mayor of Lyon. 

Mr. Noir. who was not re-elected as 
mayor of Lyon, is currently appealing a 
conviction handed down in April for 
receiving the proceeds of fraud He has 
repeatedly denied having knowledge of 
the accounts. 

Apart from the 2 million francs traced 


to Bouygues. the accounts also con- 
tained money that has been traced to 
Dumez, the construction arm of the Ly- 
onnaise des Eaux conglomerate. 

Press accounts have alleged that the 
money in the accounts was a payoff for 
the granting to Bouygues and to Dumez 
of a 6 billion franc contract to build and 
operate the northern segment of the Lyon 
beltway. 

Even if the judge were to decide to 
charge and cry Mr. Bouygues, he could 
not be prosecuted for payments that 
occurred before June 1989. These are 
covered by a blanket amnesty law cm 
political donations voted then. Accord- 
ing to Le Monde. Mr. Bouygues could 
however, be charged with misuse of 
corporate funds. 

The investigation of Mr. Bouygues 
follows a rash of corruption scandals in 


Ranee (hat have involved some of (be 
country’s largest companies. 

Lyotmaise des Eaux and Gdodrate des 
Eaux have both been investigated con- 
cerning allegations of payoffs to mu- 
nicipalities in exchange for wat e rworks 
contracts. 

Alcatel Alsthom’s chairman. Pierre 
Suard was forced to step down this year 
and placed under investigation for mis- 
use of corporate funds. Alcatel has also 
admitted to consistently overcharging 
its largest client, the stale telephone 
monopoly Ranee Telecom. ‘ ■ 

Bouygues. meanwhile, is being in- 
vestigated on separate bid-rigging 
charges and on allegations that TF1 . 
which it controls with a 39 percent 
shareholding, paid a bribe in its attempt 
to obtain the broadcast rights to the 
national lottery. 


Court Gives 
Brother of 
Berlusconi 
16 Months 


MILAN — The younger 
brother of Silvio Berlusconi, 
the former prime minister and a 
media tycoon, was sentenced 
Thursday to 16 months in jail 
for paying bribes to get a build- 
ing permit for a golfcouree, • 
Judge Paolo Arbasino passed 
a lighter sentence on Paolo 
Berlusconi than was requested 
by prosecutors in recognition of 
' made to the court 



Arson in Vienna 
Is Aimed at U.S. 

The A naciated Press 

VIENNA — Anti-American 
radicals demanding that NATO 
get out of Bosnia and the Islamic 
world claimed responsibility 
Thursday for an arson attack on 
an American Express office in 
the western city of Salzburg. 

A group calling itself Cell for 
Intematimialism claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack in a 
letter addressed to Austrian 
stale lelevison. It protested 
"the imperialist war policy un- 
der the leadership of the 
U.S.A.” 

According to the police, two 
unidentified youths were seen 
breaking a window of the office 
in centra] Salzburg early 
Wednesday. They threw what 
was believed to be a gasoline 
bomb into the office and fled on 
bicycles. No one was hurt, but 
the office was extensively dam- 
aged. 


French Official in Israel 

Agence Frame -Pm sc 

BEN GURION AIRPORT. 
Israel — Foreign Minister 
Hervg de Charette arrived here 
Thursday on his first official 
visit to Israel. 



FAITHFUL — Communists standing next to a bust of 
Stalin at the Kremlin wall on Thursday, his birthday. 


Hie prosecution had de- 
manded a jail sentence of two 
years and six months. 

A total of 40 people were 
indicted in the case. 

Mr. Berlusconi was convict- 
ed of paying bribes totaling 
more than a billion lire to local 
councilors in the town of Keve 
Emanuele, outside Milan. The 
golf coarse was built later by 
Edilnord, a building company 
belongin g to Mr. Berlusconi. 

He will stay out of jail pend- 
ing an appeal announced by his 
lawyer, Vittorio Virga, who al- 
leged that the payments tad 
been extorted by corrupt politi- 
cians in keeping with what was 
standard practice at the time. ^ 

"Paolo Berlusconi has not “ 
committed a crime," Mr. Virga 
said. "The sentence strikes me 
as extremely unjust. We’ll win 
the appeal.” 

Tbe extortion defense has al- 
so been used by Silvio Berlus- 
coni, due to stand trial 00 cor- 
ruption charges in January in 
connection with payments by 
his Finmvest company to tax 
inspectors. • 

Sentencing in Paolo Berlus- 
coni's trial was delayed twice 
pending the outcome of an ap- 
peal by his lawyers to the Court 
of Cassation. Italy's highest 
court, to have the . hearing 
moved to Brescia. The appeal 
was thrown out last week. . 

Paolo. Berlusconi said later 
that if he had not paid the tribes 
he would never have been able 
to get the golf course built and 
that employees of his building 
company would have suffered 
as a result 

“This in fact was the only, 
even if painful, way tobeableto 
rwark and tty '-prevent the com- 
pany and its employees suffer- 
ing serious and irreparable dam- 
age,” he said in a statement. 

The sentence follows a re- 
quest - by prosecutors 
Wednesday for Paolo Berlus- 
coni to be sent fra trial for his 
alleged part m pressuring a for- 
mer investigating magistrate, 
Antonio Di Retro, to resign a 
year ago. 

- Mr. Berlusconi, the former 
defense minister, Cesare Previ- 
ti, and two Justice Ministry in- 
spectors are accused of having 
used information about Mr. Di . 
Pietro's past to force him to quit 
Milan’s elite team of anti-graft 
investigators. 

Prosecutors also called fra 
the indictment of Mr. Di Pietro 
on charges of extortion and 
abuse of office. (Reuters. AFP) 


$129 Million Accord 
Ends Love Canal Case 

The Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York — 
Occidental Chemical Corp; 
agreed Thursday to pay $129 
million in cleanup -costs fra 
Love CanaL 

The settlement all but ends 
16 years of legal battles widi the 
U.S. government over the no- 
torious toxic dumping case. 


TURKEY: Major Gains Seen for Fundamentalists 


Continued from Page I 

with vivid memories of three 
military coups in the last 30 
years, was seen here, as another 
diplomat put it, as "a reminder 
that the military is stiU there.” 
ready to fill its role as guardians 
of Turkey's secular state. 

The Welfare Party’s strength 
can also be judged by the ve- 
hemence of die attacks now be- 
ing launched against it by both 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller’s 
True Path Party, and her chief 
rival. Mesut Yilmaz of the 
Motherland Party, as they battle 
their way to a three-way finish . 

But the barrage of criticism 
and warnings has done little to 
dampen the optimism of the 
Welfare Party, or Refah, as it is 
called in Turkish, whose lead- 
ers. if anything, relish their po- 
sitions as pariahs among 
Turkey's secular. Western-ori- 
ented elite. 

"It is very interesting/' said 
Hasan Husein Ceylon, a deputy 
chairman of the party, "but 
whenever the media criticizes 
Refah. we just get stronger. 
And when the other parties say 
they will not join us in a coali- 
tion. our chances increase.” 

“Refah will come to power, 
whether they like it or not,” he 


said. "We want to crane to 
power through democratic 
means, bur if they don’t respect 
this process — if they react as 
the government did in Algeria 
— it will be an unjust approach, 
and then blood will be shed.” 

The Dec. 24 elections, held 
one year ahead of schedule, 
were supposed to cap Mrs. 
Ciller's recent diplomatic tri- 
umph in clinching a long-await- 
ed customs union that has 
strengthened Turkey’s eco- 
nomic and political ties to Eu- 
rope. But it has not proved to be 

the winning ticket Mrs. Ciller 
hoped for. as Turkish voters 
look for ways to signal their 
discontent wuh high inflation, a 
high rate of unemployment, 
widespread corruption and the 
social ills that have come with 
rapid modernization. 

These are the issues that have 
fueled the Welfare Party’s re- 
cent surge, along with its appeal 
to a Muslim faith, shared by 98 
percent of Turkey’s 65 million 
population, that many feel has 
been shunted aside during sev- 
en decades of secular rule. And 


fare Party won municipal el 
dons in 1994. 

Home to recent arrivals from 
Turkey’s fast-emptying vil- 
lages, these iteighboriioods are 
the key to Sunday's results. 
There, people have little time ; 
for the much-heralded customs 
union agreement, and talk ad- 
miringly of the cheap bread 
now being sold by the munic- 
bakenes operated by the 
Welfare Paty. 

On a national level, the Wel- 
fare Party’s platform is more 
rhetorical than specific, with, 
yngue promises to raingToricey 
back into the Islamic fold, and 
to undo the damage done by its . 
sellout to tiie West, all within 
tile rules of parliamentary 
democracy. 

But for sober-minded Wd- 
fare backers like Fehmi Kraj, 
editor of the newspaper Taman, - - 
JjyeredchaUcnge put before tbe'[ ' 
lunosh electorate this year, is - 
uk de-demoniring of Islam. ; 

v ■ y ear s» we have been 
nymgmfrar of Communists, of 
runts, of Islamists, and allofit. 


its messages has been warmly, fate Part? wifi 
welcomed in the ramshackle 
tenements that ring Ankara, Is- 
tanbul and 22 other Turkish 
cities and towns where the Wet- 


Turkish democracy, dSthey? 
should lave a chance to free the' 
jgupny of these- shackles of£ 
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By John Pom fret 

Washington Past Service 


—.SARAJEVO, Bosni^Heraegovina — 

ine Bosnian Serbs didn't throw much of a 
good-bye party for Rupert Smith. The 
larewell to the British commander of Unit- 
ed Nations forces in Bosnia lasted only 20 
niinutra, and the parting gift was paltry: a 
hny pin of a Serbian eagle. 

It is not surprising that Lieutenant Gen- 
&a] Rupert Smith leaves Bosnia as one of 
die most hated UN officers by the Bosnian 
Serbs. The 52-year-old general played a 
key role in breaking their three and a half 
year siege of Sarajevo and creating the 
conditions for a peace that left the Serbs 
with 49 percent of Bosnia. An earlier peace 
plan had offered them 60 percent. They 
rejected it, thinking they would make off 
with something better. They never did. 

But the media-shy commander also be- 
queaths another legacy in Bosnia — to the 


United Nations. While some of his Eve 
predecessors said it. General Smith was the 
first UN commander here to act on die 
critical point that deadly force and die 
willingness to use it were key elements in a 
successful peacemaking operation. 

This message was heretical to UN bu- 
reaucrats, who were schooled in a Cold 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

War-era type of peacekeeping that retied 
solely on die good will of the warring 
factions to do their job. If a checkpoint 
blocked your path, you negotiated If that 
didn’t work, you talked some more. 

The success of General Smith 's endeavor 
is demonstrated in the 60,000 well-armed 
NATO troops now rumbling into Bosnia to 
implement a peace deal signed in Paris. 

Western diplomats consider General 
Smith's role in Bosnia one of the three 
elements contributing to the recent peace 


plan. The other two are renewed U.S. 
diplomatic and military leadership and a 
joint Croatian and Bosnian Muslim of- 
fensive that cut Serbian holdings from 72 
percent of Bosnia to a little less than half. 

Back in March, when Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros Ghali of the United Na- 
tions was drawing up a report on the Bailing 
UN mission here, General Smith recom- 
mended two options, his {tides say: with- 
drawal, or the deployment of thousands of 
troops into tire war zone to force the Croats, 
Muslims and Sobs to make peace. 

His recommendations went unheeded. 
The general’s next chance to chip away 
at the UN system happened in May. Late 
that month, the Serbs, defying a NATO 
ultimatum banning heavy weapons from 
coming Dear Sarajevo, brought four heavy 
weapons near the Bosnian capimL 
On May 25, his demands that they be 
removed unheeded. General Smith asked 
NATO to bomb a Serbian ammunition 


dump on the outskirts of Pale, the Serbian 
mountain stronghold 15 kilometers from 
Sarajevo. General Smith had thrown down 
thegauntleL 

Ine Serbs responded the next day by 
firing a shell on the UN-designated “safe 
area” of Tuzla, killing more than 70 peo- 
ple. General Smith ordered another strike. 

Then the Serbs began taking UN soldiers 
hostage — a total of 400 were captured. 
Some were cbaiiKd to military installations; 
some were humiliated on Serbian TV. 

General Smith’s instinct was to continue 
the campaign until the Serbs complied by 
banding back the four heavy weapons. Ac- 
cording to an aide, he viewed toe hostage 
crisis as irrelevant because “that’s a sol- 
dier’s job." 

“He was ready to escalate but Zagreb 
clipped his wings,' ’ he said. 

‘ ^greb’ ’ was the UN leadership of Mr. 
Akashi and of General Bernard Janvier of 
France, a much more cautious man than 


General Smith, who throughout his tenure 
as commander of all the UN troops in the 
former Yugoslavia has been uneasy -about 
using force. Behind General Smith’s bade 
they had already begun negotiations with 
the Bosnian Serbian leadership for die re- 
lease of die hostages. General Janvier even 
struck a secret deal with the Bosnian Ser- 
bian commander, General Ratko Mladic, 
that air shakes would be abandoned, a deal 
be ultimately could not keep’. " 

In July, events accelerated. Unchal- 
lenged by die UN mission around Sarajevo, 
the Serbs took the hint and turned their 
attention to the UN “safe areas 1 ' of Sre- 
brenica and Zepa,. which fen to Serbian 
attacks by the middle of the month. That 
rout and images of tens of thousands of 
Muslim women and children streaming in- 
to Tuzla galvanized the Western powers. 

Britain and France dispatched a Rapid 
Reaction Force of tanks and artillery onto die 
top of Mount Igman overlooking Sarajevo. 


The Western powers met in London and 
vowed to protect the remainingsafe areas of ; 
Gprazde, Tuzla, Sarajevo and Bihac- 

On Ang. 28. the Seibs aitacked Sarajevo 
with five mortar shells. Four landed harm- : : 
lessly.a fifth kilted 38 people and wounded : 
85 in a crowded market. 

On Aug. 29, after ensuring that the last . 
British soldier had pulled out of Gorazde, ■ 
General Smith requested NATO to begin ; 
air strikes around Sarajevo. Significantly, , 
the reticent General Janvier was out of \ 
town. • 

Two weeks later the Serbs bowed to . 
NATO’s demands and pulled their heavy 
weapons from around Sarajevo. Soon after J 
that U.S.-brokered negotiations in Dayton, 
Ohio, began. 

“Smith saw that our choice was in- 
definite appeasement or an action which - 
would push us to crisis," said another ; 
senior UN official. “He decided he had to 
push us to the crisis.” 


U.S. Acts on Muslim Army 

Pentagon Aide Is Named Coordinator 


By Michael Dobbs 

Washing ton Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The 
Clinton administration has tak- 
en the first concrete steps to- 
ward upgrading the army of the 
Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment by appointing a senior 
Pentagon official to coordinate 
the effort and talking with 
Turkey about providing train- 
ing facilities. 

The administration's moves 
come under pressure from the 
Republican-controlled Senate, 
which voted last week to ap- 
prove the Bosnia peacekeeping 
operation on condition that it is 
accompanied by efforts to bring 
the Muslim army up to the level 
of its Bosnian Serbian coun- 
terpart West European govern- 
ments are strongly opposed to 
arming the Bosnian Muslims. 

U.S. officials said the task of 
coordinating the equip-and- 
train operation, and integrating 
it with the arms reduction ef- 
forts mandated by the Dayton 
peace agreement, had been giv- 
en to James Pardew, in charge 
of Bosnia policy at the Pen- 
tagon until last week. Mr. 
Pardew will head an interagen- 
cy task force, operating out of 
the State Department, which 
will attempt to interest other 


countries in joining and financ- 
ing the project. 

The first country to respond 
to administration inquiries has 
been Turkey, which has deep 
historical links with the Bosni- 
an Muslims, as the imperial 
power that converted millions 
of Slavs to Islam during six 
centuries. The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry announced Monday 
that Turkey is ready to sign a 
formal defense training agree- 
ment with Bosnia soon. 

The equip-and-train effort 
was one of several issues dis- 
cussed at a high-level U.S.- 
Turkish military meeting in 
Ankara last week attended by 
Jan M. Lodal, a top Pentagon 
policymaker. 

From the American point of 
view, Turkey is an attractive 
military partner in Bosnia. “As 
a secular democracy governing 
a predominantly Muslim pop- 
ulation. Turkey provides an ex- 
cellent role model for Bosnia,” 
a U.S. official said. Adminis- 
tration officials see Turkey as a 
political counterweight to rad- 
ical Islamic countries such as 
Iran, which provided the Bosni- 
an Army with weapons during 
the war. 

But UJS. officials are wary 
about going too fast despite last 
week's Senate resolution call- 


ing for the “immediate’' pro- 
vision of military assistance to 
the Bosnian Muslims. They 
note that the Dayton agreement 
imposes a 90-day embargo on 
supply of any weapons to par- 
ticipants in the Bosnian con- 
flict. and a 180-day embargo on 
supplying heavy weapons. 

The administration also is 
concerned about compromising 
the impartiality of the 60,000- 
strong NATO-led force in 
Bosnia, which includes 20,000 
U.S. troops as well as 1,300 
Turkish soldiers, who will 
serve in the American sector. 
This is one reason why respon- 
sibility for coor dinatin g die 
arm-and-tntin effort has been 
given to the State Department 
rather than the Pentagon. 

As director of the State De- 
partment's task force on mil- 
itary stabilization, Mr. Pardew 
has a delicate balancing act to 
perform. He must satisfy Con- 
gress that the United Stales is 
doing enough to protect the 
Muslims from further Serbian 
aggression. But he also is look- 
ing for ways of reassuring 
America's European allies. 

Mr. Pardew said no “active- 
duty U.S. militaiy personnel'’ 
would be involved, in order to 
keep a distance from the NATO 
peacekeeping force. 


Train Collision 
Kills 75inEgypt 

Reuters 

BADRASHEEN, Egypt — In the worst 
disaster on Egyptian railroads for more 
than 15 years, 75 people were lolled and 76 
injured on Thursday when a crowded train 
ran into the back of another in thick fog. 

Witnesses in the town of Badrasheen, 28 
kilometers (17 miles) south of Cairo, said 
an early-morning train taking about 120 
workers south to the town erf Beni Suef 
rammed a train to Assiut city at high 
speed. 

One car rode up on top of the others and 
two derailed, one of them onto wooden 
stalls by the side of the track. 

Police said the first train, the oat trav- 
eling to Assiut city, bad about 220 people 
aboard. The trains should have been about 
five minutes apart but the Assiut train had 
slowed down because of the fog, a police 
officer said. 

The driver of the second train, Mahmoud 
All, said the first train should not have been 
there and that he saw no red signal as he 
came to the last grade crossing before the 
crash. Mr. All had his right leg amputated 
from fee knee down in Badrasheen I 


and could hardly speak. 

Last April, 49 people were killed when a 
train and a bus crowded with textile factory 
workers collided on a grade crossing near 
the Nile Delta town of Quweisna. But 
officials blamed the bus driver, saying he 
ignored flashing lights. 

In 1987.63 schoolchildren were killed in 
a bus when their driver tried to take a 
shortcut across the Cairo- Suez track. 
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Workers removing bodies after the train collision near Cairo. 


160 on Jet Die 
In Andes Crash 


The Associated Press 

BUGA, Colombia — Four people sur- 
vived when an American Airlines jet 
carrying 1 64 people from Miami crasfwd 
into a mountain in the Andes and burst 
into a fireball, the Red Cross said Thurs- 
day. 

A Red Cross worker, Luis Caiceolo, 
said two children, a man and a woman 
had been rescued. He did not say what 
condition they were in. Colombian au- 
thorities and American Airlines earlier 
said everyone on board was killed. 

The cause of die crash, which oc- 
curred Wednesday night in a rebel area in 
southwestern Colombia, was not known. 
Attorney GeoeralJanet Reno said a team 
of FBI agents was headed to die site but 
that there was no indication that the crash 
was anything more than accidental. 

American Airlines said the Boeing 
757 was carrying 156 people — includ- 
ing four infants — and eight crew mem- 
bets. One report said that most of the 
passengers were Colombians traveling 
to see their families for the holidays. 

Flight 965 lost radio contact at about 
9:45 PM. while flying over Buga, a town 
65 kilometers (40 miles) norm of Cali, 
where the plane was headed. 

“We saw die plane crash against a 
mountain and then a huge fireball erupt- 
ed,” a witness told Radio Caracol. 

A Colombian aviation official said the 
plane was only four minutes from its 
scheduled landing, and that there were no 
reports of inclement- weather in die area. 
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Taking a deep breath. Europe’s top 
politicians have committed themselves to 
the next step toward a tighter union of 
their IS countries. Meeting in Madrid last 
weekend, ihe European Union agreed on 
a timetable for a common currency. This 
new money — to be known, unimag- 
inatively, as the euro — has taken on an 
importance that goes far beyond finance. 

It is the essential pan of a grand design 
to puli the European democracies more 
tightly together and, specifically, to an- 
chor a unified Germany permanently to 
its Western allies. 

While the Germans welcome its po- 
litical implications, they insist that the 
new currency has to be stable — meaning 
low inflation, which in turn means low 
budget deficits. 

The French government's attempt to 
get its budget deficit down set off the 
wave of transport workers’ strikes that 
disrupted the country this month, at a 
huge cost to the economy. The whole 
episode stands as an ominous warning to 
other European governments with high 
deficits, a category that includes most of 
them. Under the timetable adopted at 
Madrid, they have two years to meet the 
new currency's criteria. 

France, or at least the French gov- 
ernment. is determined to make that dead- 
line. If it doesn't, there won't be any euro. 


It depends crucially on participation of 
both France and Germany, die two coun- 
tries on whose active cooperation every- 
thing in the European Union depends. 

But even if France qualifies, half of the 
Union’s countries won’t. As the French 
strikes and much other evidence suggest, 
the common currency is an idea for which 
the European governments have never 
had strong public support Britain has 
already said that it will stay out it seems 
hardly possible that Italy and Spain, 
among others, can get their enormous 
deficits down to the required level. 

That raises the possibility that the com- 
mon currency, intended to de the Eu- 
ropean Union more closely together, will 
in fact have the effect of splitting it One 
zone would have great economic and 
financial strength, the other much less. 

European politics is now centered ob- 
sessively on these questions of the cur- 
rency. the deficits, the future shape of the 
European economy and who is going to 
be left out. Those concerns are taking 
priority over all others, including those, 
like Bosnia, that are of greater interest to 
Americans. Proceeding toward the com- 
mon currency is going to be a perilous 
undertaking — although, as the IS coun- 
tries at the Madrid meeting agreed, not as 
perilous as turning back. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Make a Budget Deal 


As budget talks floundered in Wash- 
ington on Wednesday, President Bill 
Clinton angrily blamed the band of fire- 
breathing conservative Republican 
freshmen in the House for preventing the 
speaker. Newt Gingrich, from negoti- 
ating seriously. The president was not 
wrong in his assessment, but he was not 
wholly right, either. The negotiations are 
at an impasse at least as much because 
Mr. Clinton has not shown his own hand 
on where he wants the budget to go. 

With a substantial part of the gov- 
ernment still shut down in the week be- 
fore Christmas, both sides need to take 
the process more seriously and make 
concessions to get things going. 

The budget talks come at an extremely 
fluid time on both sides of the aisle. On 
the Republican side, the first signs of 
disagreement are emerging between Mr. 
Gingrich and Bob Dole, the Senate ma- 
jority leader. After the first budget shut- 
down of a few weeks ago, Mr. Dole was 
not the only one to recognize that it was 
the Republicans, not Mr. Clinton, who 
got the public’s blame for intransigence. 
He has made it clear that he did not agree 
with keeping the government shuttered in 
this second round. The president slyly 
went out of his way on Wednesday to 
drive a wedge into the Republican camp 
by praising Mr. Dole for making a good- 
faith effort to negotiate, as opposed to 
Mr. Gingrich. 

But on the Democratic side the di- 
visions are even deeper. Many libera] 
Democrats were dismayed when Mr. 
Clinton boxed himself in last month by 
promising to balance the budget accord- 
ing to congressional scorekeeping. They 
feared that in order to get a deal he would 
scrap key parts of his agenda, including 
programs that protect poor children. Bur if 
he refuses to move toward the Repub- 
licans. he risks losing the support of 
dozens of moderate and conservative 
Democrats. Among these is a group of 
lawmakers calling themselves the Blue 
Dogs, a parody of the old term “yellow 
dog Democrats." whose party loyalty was 
so great that they would vote for a yellow 
dog over a Republican. Right now it is the 


conservative and moderate Democrats 
and some moderate Republicans in the 
House and Senate who are waiting for Mr. 
Clinton to sit at the table and deal. 

In face-to-face negotiations with Re- 
publican leaders, Mr. Clinton has been 
stalling. He effectively reneged on his 
promise to show how be would balance a 
budget in seven years, using the more 
conservative economic assumptions of 
the Congressional Budget Office. In fact, 
his plan fell at least $300 billion short. 
Tactically, it may have been shrewd of 
him to hold back. The opinion polls show 
that the White House has captured the 
high ground politically, with growing 
numbers of Americans viewing the pres- 
ident as resolute in protecting programs 
that help children, the poor and the el- 
derly. But now he should move. He 
should seize on some of the ideas of the 
centrists and try to forge a unified Demo- 
cratic position that modifies the Whim 
House's original proposals. 

Specifically, Mr. Clinton should con- 
tinue to demand that the Republicans 
modify their cuts, preserving federally 
guaranteed Medicaid, food stamps and 
nutrition programs. In exchange, he 
should radically scale back, if not drop, 
his proposed middle-class tax cut. 

The Blue Dogs favor no tax cut at all 
until the budget is balanced, a position 
that might give the president some cover 
if he moves toward it He would also 
move the talks along by signaling a will- 
ingness to raise the heavily subsidized 
premiums that the elderly pay for Medi- 
care. Republican leaders have gone first 
on this proposal, and it has won some 
support among the moderate Democrats. 

The deal that could emerge from this 
process is probably not one that liberals 
would swallow. Nor is it one that the 
cadre of true believers breathing down 
Mr. Gingrich’s neck would accept But 
with the right mix of concessions and 
demands, Mr. Clinton might be able to 
break the current impasse, get a better 
deal than he could get from endless de- 
lays, and preserve a broad set of principles 
on which he can run for re-election. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Other Comment 


Indicted as War Cr iminals 

Ratko Mladic, the Bosnian Serbian war- 
lord, is reported holed up in a mountain 
bunker and drinking heavily. Dusan Tu- 
dic, accused of murder, rape and torture of 
Muslims, sits in a Dutch jail. These two 
and SO others, ethnic Serbs and Croats and 
one Muslim, have been indicted as war 
criminals, the worst of a brutal lot in a 
conflict without pity. None should be giv- 
en to them if they are found guilty. 

Only Mr. Tudic. whose alleged crimes 
are too sadistic to be described here, is in 
custody. The 52 have been indicted by the 
United Nations tribunal at The Hague, but 
the leaders of Serbia, Croatia and Bosnia- 
Herzegovina so far have not turned over 
any indicted countrymen. 

Indictments were returned in absentia 
against 45 Bosnian Serbs, including Mr. 
Tudic. Many of their crimes were com- 
mitted early in the war, during the initial 
frenzy of “ethnic cleansing.” The cam- 
paign involved driving Muslims from 
their homes, killing those who resisted 
and raping the women in a deliberate 
assault against Muslim genetic lines. 


Where they could, the less well-armed 
Muslim forces took revenge by attacking 
Serbian civilians, and Croats were ag- 
gressors and victims in similar outrages. 

The NATO peacekeeping force has 
begun deploying in Bosnia with no or- 
ders to seek out war criminals. An in- 
dicted thug would probably have to wave 
a warrant for his arrest under the nose of 
NATO security to be taken into custody. 
Western diplomats say. 

President Franco Tudjman of Croatia, 
an ultranationalist, probably would not 
countenance turning over any of his sol- 
diers. and the United Nations has little 
influence over him. President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia is more exposed. Most 
of the accused are Bosnian Serbs, agitated 
by his regime. And the UN Security Coun- 
cil brought the Serbian economy to its 
knees with a trade embargo for aiming the 
Bosnian cousins. The threat could be 
raised again. 

The world community must press for 
compliance. But even without it. history 
shows that sometime, somewhere there is 
a bullet waiting for men like these. 

— Los Angeles Times. 
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P ARIS — Anger, bewilderment pain 
and fear of the future brought the 
Communist Party back to popularity in 
Russia only four years after it was ousted 
from power and the Soviet Union dis- 
solved. ft was above ail a vote of “no'’ to 
the government and reforms as Russians 
have experienced them. 

The significance is not to be 
overblown. It does not mean that Russia is 
about to revert to a Communist dicta- 
torship again. Gennadi Zyuganov, 53 but 
almost a caricature of the old-fashioned 
apparatchik, brought his list in first with 
more than 20 percent of the vote for the 
half of the Duma seals elected by pro- 
portional representation. 

The other half was elected in single- 
member constituencies, with many can- 
didates running as independents, so real 
party strength cannot be measured until 
the new legislature is organized. In any 
case, the constitution gives effective pow- 
er to the president. A presidential election 
is due next June. 

But neither can the vote be brushed 
aside. It was a measure of the intense 
discontent in the country, and lack of 
confidence in change. In Moscow a week 
before the elections. Grigori Yavlinsky, 
who heads the determinedly reformist 
Yabloko bloc, told me ruefully that he 
wasn’t doing as well as he had hoped 
because “I'm not seen as real opposition 


By Flora Lewis 

— people hare the government so much 
they support its all-out enemies.” 

Campaigning, Mr. Zyuganov pulled 
out the stops. “Democracy is amess," he 
declared. “Russia is a bleeding wound. 
Of all the disasters that have befallen 
Russia during her long and tragic history, 
this is the worst.'’ 

He played to the comforting old sus- 
picions of foreign conspiracy . Russia has 
fallen victim to a psychological war, he 
said, launched by the United States on its 
drive for global domination. He painted 
the independent domestic media as a tool 
for subversion and disorientation, and his 
elderly audiences applauded dutifully. 
(Thirty million Russians, one in five, are 
pensioners.) 

The Zyuganov message is carefully, 
tactically focused. In speeches to for- 
eigners and interviews with foreign jour- 
nalists, be reassures that he doesn't want 
to restore a one-party state or a dicta- 
torship. explaining that be hasn’r changed - 
the party’s nam e to something about so- 
cial democracy, as many other Commu- 
nist parties have, “because our name is 
appropriate for us." 

But before his supporters he draws on 
nostalgia, on the yearning for certitude, 
on the image of egalitarianism even 


chough ft masked great privilege. Now the 
privilege of wealth is flaunted and enme 
is privatized. 

The anti-American diatribes have 
broad resonance. All across die spectrum 
of opinion, from the most pro- Western to 
the most nationalistic, there are com- 
plaints about what Russians feel is the bad 
treatment they are getting from those 
whom they expected to be partners. 

There was too much euphoria about 
anticipated floods of help, too much self- 
delusion about equality of standing in the 
Cold War, so disappointment was in- 
evitable. But there is more than that, a 
growing bitterness and a new sense of 
need for defense against being exploited 
to the advantage or others. 

It is a matter of urgency to hurry up and 

get the START-2 treaty ratified providing 
for disman tlement of 1 2,000 nuclear war- 
heads in the American and Russian ar- 
senals. Russian analysts consider spring 
the effective deadline, because then pres- 
idential politics will bring renewed dem- 
agoguery and distortion. 

At last there is a breakthrough on the 
American side stallin g ratification, with a 
pledge from the obstinate Senator Jesse 
Helms to send the treaty to the Senate 
floor for a vote. It is a fair and vital treaty, 
in the frill interests of Russia, the United 
States and all die world, for that matter. 

But in their present mood, Russians are 
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to rail off the presidential election?- TTiat w 

politician called "tnily nasty investiga- 
tions” if they have to step down. 

The probable alternatives to Mr. 
Yeltsin are worrisome, alHhe more given 
Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin s 
weak showing last Sunday. Rushan opin- 
ion exaggerates Western and U.S. support 
for Mr. Yeltsin, which adds to the 
boomerang effect. It will take exquisitely 
fine diplomatic tuning to encourage co- 
operation with Russia, advancement of 
democracy, and yet avoid appearing to try 
to impose a Western choice of leader. 

Russia’s unhappiness does not threaten 
the West at this stage, but it will bring 
serious discomfort, we have to be wise 
and patient. 

C Flora Le*is ■ 


Reform Is Far From Dead, but the Communist Past Is an Obstacle 


N EW YORK — Many Rus- 
sians, to rephrase Winston 
ChurchOl, apparently believe 
that communism is the worst 
form of government except for 
all the other forms. 

That seems astonishing. After 
enduring all those endless lines 
in the Arctic winter to boy a 
stunted head of cabbage, after 
quietly suffering all the grandil- 
oquent nonsense about Lenin’s 
ideals and studying Marxism- 
Leninism until the min d went 
numb, after watching your coun- 
try sink into an economic and 
political stupor, how could you 
vote for the Communist Party? 

Millions of Russians did on 
Sunday, raising the Communist 
Party from the dead and making 
it the most powerful political or- 
ganization in Russia. The res- 
urrection is disturbing, yet at the 
same time intriguing. 


By Philip Tanbman 


In one sense, the vote seems to 
be the political version of the 
Stockholm syndrome, the phe- 
nomenon common in hostage 
cases when terrorized victims be- 
gin to identity with their captors. 

Russia is mil recovering from 
more chan seven decades of So- 
viet tyranny, and many Russians 
apparently still identity more 
closely with the dictators who 
controlled their lives dun with 
the democrats who freed them. 

At the same time, many Rus- 
sians. particularly the elderly and 
those still living in rural areas, 
appear genuinely nostalgic for 
the security blanket that came 
with communism. 

For all the terrible pain it in- 
flicted. and the millions of lives 
it destroyed. Soviet communism 
provided a crude safety net that 


g ive citizens the illusion rh»r the 
ommunist Party was looking 
after their interests. The devel- 
opment of a free market has 
npped away the net. 

The Communist system was 
suffocating, patronizing and cal- 
culated to keep the country obe- 
dient. Some Russians recog- 
nized it as a narcotic, and fought 
to overcome ft. The internal se- 
curity forces were always there 
to silence them. 

Most Russians chose not to 
take that risk, or ceased to care 
what the purpose of the system 
was as long as bread was cheap, 
jobs were plentiful, education 
was universal, health care was 
free and vacations were subsi- 
dized. The bread was excellent, 
but many people now seem to 
have forgotten that lots of the 


jobs were pointless, education 
was politically contaminated, 
health care was atrocious and 
Soviet vacations were Spartan. 

The whole enterprise was ide- 
ologically dressed up as a work- 
ers' paradise. Although some 
Russians were true believers, 
most were smart enough to see 
through the pseudo-science. But 
the system mil enveloped them. 

Now that people have had a 
taste of. unemployment, inflation, 
crime and other problems that 
have crane with democracy, ft is 
shrewd polftks for tte new Com- 
munists to suggest that the old 
days were actually pretty good. 
The party, at least for now, has, 
distanced itself from die most 
brazen practices of die past, in- 
cluding one-party politics, cen- 
sorship and repression of dissenL 

The reporting and the polling 
data from Russia show that die 


Communists gained from discon- 
tent about an uneven economy 
and upheaval inRuss ran life Vot- 
ers in Moscow, Sl Peteisburg and 
some other urban centers, where 
die benefits of reform have ma- 
terialized most quickly, voted for 
reform candidates. Nealy every-, 

. where else. Communists and na- 
tionalists did well, singing from 
essentially the same page of 
promises about restoring order 
and economic stability, shorthand 
for die Communist safety- net.- 
Reform in Russia is far frpro 
dead, but it has run ioto : .a 
formidable obstacle — die past : 
To prevail in the months md- 
years ahead, the reformers will 
have to convince millions, of 
theft countrymen that die uncer- 
tainty of freedom is prefexabteto . 
the security of communism,. as 
deadening as it was. - -■ 

The New Tori Times. ... 


The Central Dilemma of the Welfare States: How to Scale Back : B: 


W ASHINGTON — There is 
so much scripted melodrama 
in die Washington budget struggle 
that the larger issues get losL Bui 
anyone who doubts that there are 
larger issues should reflect upon 
what has been happening in 
France, where angry unions shut 
down basic public services in re- 
sponse to the government's efforts 
to cut fts budget deficit 
Paris and Washington are grap- 
pling with the central dilemma of 
the modem welfare state: how to 
scale back popular benefits that 
no longer can be afforded. 

The difference with Paris is 
that in Washington the resistance 
to change is led by the president 
Bill Clinton plays the role that the 
unions play in France. He has 
sought to make changes harder, 
perhaps impossible, by denounc- 
ing those who propose them as 
cruel. He provoked both govern- 
ment “shutdowns" to dramatize 
his case. The shutdowns have 
been political props to cast the 
Republicans as irresponsible. 


By Robert J. Samuelson 


But the message from Paris is 
that if changes are delayed for too 
long, they ultimately trigger so- 
cial turmoil. And change is in- 
evitable, because the welfare state 
— a term that Americans dislike 
but that describes U.S. social 
spending almost as much as Eu- 
rope’s — is overextended. 

It aimed to make capitalism 
compassionate. Governments ev- 
erywhere created benefits for the 
old, the unemployed and the poor. 
Rules were devised to raise wages 
and improve job security and 
working conditions. 

To say that all these benefits 
can no longer be afforded means 
that they have hit two limits. The 
first is political Although ben- 
efits are popular, voters will not 
support them with higher taxes. 

Almost all industrial countries 
run budget deficits. In many coun- 
tries, tax burdens have reached the 
point of diminishing returns. That 
is, higher taxes cause more tax 


evasion. The wealthy shift funds 
to tax havens. The less wealthy 
resort to toe “underground eco- 
nomy" (informal transactions 
that are not taxed). 

Economics imposes the second 
limit At some point, big gov- 
ernment — through punitive tax- 
es, wasteful spending and rigid 
regulation — undermines eco- 
nomic growth and job creation. 

America may not have reached 
this point but most European 
countries have. In 1995, U.S. gov- 
ernment spending totals 34 per- 
cent of gross domestic product 
By contrast, it is 50 percent in 
Germany, 54 percent in France. 

Pressures on the welfare state 
will intensity everywhere for the 
same reason: aging populations. 
In most countries, foe lion’s share 
of social spending goes to the 
elderly. Longer life spans, post- 
war baby booms and modem 
medicine combine to create a 
growing economic burden. 


Senators Self-Impose Term Limits 


As projected by foe OECD, foe 
number of potential workers, per 
retiree in the United States is4.7 in 
1995 and will be 33 in 2005. For 
Ranee toe corresponding num- 
bers are 2.8 andl. 7. For Japan, 2.8 
arai 2.1. For Germany, 3. l and 23- 
For Italy, 2.4 and I A 
Unless they are modified, ex- 
isting social security and health 
insurance programs will push 19 
spending, taxes or deficits dra- 
matically. Afl countries will con- 
sider lowering benefits, raising 
retirement ages or both. 

The welfare state’s ultimate 
horror is a suicidal spiral The 
economy spatters, making it hard- 
er for governments to pay ben- 
efits, bus efforts to revive the eco- 
nomy by curbing benefits founder 
co popular resistance. Europe is 
already caught in tins spiraL 
In 1973, Ranee's unemploy- 
ment rate was less than 3 percent; 
now ft is 11.5 percent. jFor the 
entire European Union, unem- 
ployment averages almost 1 1 per- 
cent The welfare state did not 
cause all this extra joblessness, 
but ft caused a lot 
Still, it is hard to change, as 
Ranee’s strikes attest 


In fact the 
are not that 


ed changes 
Family al- 


W ASHINGTON — The 
voluntary retirement of 1 2 
senators at the end of this term, 
including the exceptionally able 
Sam Nunn of Georgia, Bill 
Bradley of New Jersey. Nancy 
Kassebaum of Kansas. AJan 
Simpson of Wyoming and 
David Pryor of Arkansas, has 
caused speculation and distress. 

These axe people at the top of 
their game, and who were likely 
to be re-elected. How could they 
walk away from die power and 
prestige of a Senate seat? 

Consider a typical day for a 
typical senator, based on my ex- 
perience and that of colleagues. 

6 A.M. You head to Capitol 
Hill for breakfast with con- 
stituents. You find that they 
have been shocked by an ed- 
itorial that morning in the largest 
paper in your state. It accuses 
you of driving the children of 
America into the arms of athe- 
ism. Why? Because your view 
of the constitution obliged you 
10 vote against a bill to require 
prayer in the public schools. 

8 A.M. You discuss foe day’s 
agenda with the staff. An aide 
brings in hundreds of letters that 
arrived yesterday. You read as 
many as time permits, then dic- 
tate the message you want con- 
veyed to constituents’ various 

concerns. 

9 A.M. You have three com- 
mittee hearings going on simul- 
taneously. and you attend parts 
of all three, knowing that you 
are spread too thin. Your press 
secretary slips you a note: 20 
reporters have called about your 
criticism of the president last 


By Warren B. Rad man 

night. You return some of the 
calls between hearings. 

Noon. Your state party chair- 
man calls to say that a handsome 
golf pro who recently married a 
very rich woman has decided 
that he wants to be a senator. 
You think you can defeat him. 
but you will have to raise $10 
million in the next two years, 
instead of $5 million as for a 
normal race. 

12:15 P-M. You take promi- 
nent businessmen from your 
state to lunch in die Senate din- 
ing room. They agree on toe ur- 
gency of a balanced budget — of 
course, only if it does not mean 
higher taxes or reduced benefits 
for them. You pick up the tab. 

1 P.M. to 6 P.M. Bells start 
calling you to votes on the Senate 
floor, they ring all afternoon. 
Many are on amendments re- 
lating to abortion, flag burning, 
pornography and school prayer. 
None will pass, but their spon- 
sors are eager to make statements 
for the papers back home. 

New senators, the ones ob- 
sessed with protecting the flag, 
don't seem equally concerned 
about protecting the economy. 
The number oF votes, in com- 
mittee and on the floor, has near- 
ly doubled since 1980, when I 
entered the Senate. 


list of people to ask for money. 
You have to call from there. It is 
illegal to call from your office. 
You hate asking strangers for 


money, bur you have foe golf 
pro to worry about. 

6 P.M. You attend fund-rais- 
ers fra- two colleagues. Several 
people call you Gramm because 
you co-sponsored foe Grarmn- 
Rudman Balanced Budget Act 
One fellow says, “Gramm, are 
you really in favor of atheism?” 
You choke down peanuts and 
two small sausages for dinner. 

8 P.M. You are back on the 
Senate floor for debate on major 
budget amendments. The mood 
is angiy, people are bitter, ide- 
ofogues on born sides reject com- 
promise. Some people won’t 
speak to each other. 

I AJM. The majority leader 
gives up and adjourns. 
sights have become foe rule. 
You wonder if you’ll be able to 
leave the next afternoon to 
spend the weekend in your 
home state. It will be filled with 
meetings with constituents, 
fund-raising, town meetings and 
press conferences. 

1:30 A-M. You’re home. The 
family is sleeping. You ask 
yourself. “Who weds tins?" 

I have long opposed term lim- 
its. For one thing, life in the 
Senate will increasingly result 
in self-imposed term limits. 

The tush for the exits isn’t 
surprising. I left in 1992.1am 65 
years old. I felt 75 in the Senate. 

1 feel 35 now. 

The writer, a New Hampshire 
Republican, is author of the 
forthcoming ’ ‘Combat: 12 

Years in ihe United States Sen - 
ate." He contributed this com- j 
ment to The New York Times . 


lowances (payments for children) 
would be frozen for a year mid 
then be subject to taxes. Open- 
ended reimbursement for health 
costs, which leads to the overuse 
of drugs and of doctors, would be 
checked by spending limits. A 
modest income tax surcharge ( 0.5 
percent of income) would be im- 
posed to retire the social security 
system’s debt. But the system’s 
main features would remain. 

It is equally true that Congress’s 
budget changes would not destroy 


, a America’s welfare state. Some 
‘ programs forfoe poor (Aid toFaro- 
ilies with Dependent Children, ^ 
Medicaid) wcnMbe largely shifted j 
to states through block grants. Tbe * 
growth of Medicare for the elderly »■ 
would.be slowed slightly. There is b. 
room to argue abourthese changes. " 
They may weaken the social safety n 
.. net, but it is inaccurate to say that-, 
they discard iL ,J 

To vilify Republicans, Mr . ' 
Clinton has said precisely tfaaL 
Nor has he yer bargained in good * 
faith, as he repeatedly said he d 
would, to reach a balanced budget 
In mid-November, he and con- 
gressional leaders agreedto reach ^ 

. a balance in seven years using > 
economic assumptions of the n - 
Cangressional Budget Office. De- :i 
spite his pledge, Mr. Clinton has ^ 
not said how he would do foaL His, ! 
latest plan fell $70 billion to $90 j 
billion short of balance in 2002 . / ^ 

As in Ranee, tbe politics pit^, 
present against future voters. Mr. / 
Clinton bas positioned himself as ^ 
foe protector of foe present. 

The real question is notj, 
whether the welfare state smi ^ 
vives. It will. Hardly anyone >> 
wants to revert to unfettered cap- 
italism. The real .miestion -is* . 
whether ft can graduaflyrefr in its j 
avercommitinents — or whether-, 
it will do so convulsively as the j 
result erf crisis. . •! 

The case for anticipating crisis 
is never easy. Everyone can see,, 
who loses by planned change; no j 
one can see precisely who wins by' 
avoided crisis. But doing nothing, 
won’t work. The sooner Amer-^ 
icans start, the easier it will be.,_ 
The United States is not yet in 
Europe’s fix, but if ft waits loagV 
enough it could be. 

The Washington Post. 


IN OUR PAGES; 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO- T 

1695: Herald Praised ransacking a bunding within a half , 


NEW YORK — The Buffalo 
News pays the Paris Herald this 
pretty editorial compliment: 
“The Paris edition of foe New 
York Herald is comp limented on 
all sides by Americans returning 
from Continental tours. You can 
look to it in any part of Europe for 
information concerning America. 
During foe past year its circu- 
lation has largely extended and 
we see ft quoted everywhere.” 

1920: Police Outwitted 

NEW YORK — The ia»s t de- 
velopment in steps taken by the 
police to arrest tise crime wave is 
foe search of all persons on tire 
street after midnight here. Uni- 
formed policemen are used in this 
work so that foe pedestrians will 

not think they are being held up by 

bandits. While foe police aufoor- 

joes were thus active on the streets 

banging criminals to beadquar- 
lers - cracksmen spent ten hours 


ransacking a bunding witirin ahalf v , 

a block of police teadquatefs;^ 
foey forced two safes^ robbed • • 
desks, obtaining loot worth sev- ** 
era! thousands of dollars. " 

1945: Patton’s Passing s 

Heidelberg — General- 

George s. Patton, Jr., sixty, dted;;! . 
fo£ afternoon IDec. ill in tte’ 
I30th Station Hospital of com 1 .'- - 
locations resulting fomt injuifaS! .. , 
suffered Dec. 9 when his sedan 
collided with an army truck: in J 
MsrafoeinL The General, who was £ 

in foe ratal auto accident on fheeve ‘ 

ofhisretmu to foe United States. - 
was believed an .foe road to re-^ f \ ■ 
coveiy when puhncmary. compS- 11 : 
aujons developed yeaad^? . - 
congestion or rru* ■„» a • 


Yicwries on tfeS; 
battlefield. The old cavaftymflE? 
gho was tmscratcbed in ‘battSs ®* 1 
from North Africa to Germany.-*^.: 
died in an old cavalry barracks - 
conveited to a hospital in 1943^".^** * 
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Green Kid Takes the Rap in Whitewater Cover-Up 


W^CTON-When 
yoiire a lawyer who 
story to conceal 
to a crooked 
cuent.you find some kid in your 
willing to say he brought 

the significance of 
toree little words in the notes 
«fen down by Susan 
niomases, Hillary Clinton's 
closest confidante and protec- 
tor, of a telephone call to Web- 
ster HubbeU, Mrs. Clinton's 
tow partner, early in the 1992 
presidential campaign. They 
were working out a story that 
would distance Mrs. Clinton 
from questions about her client, 
the failing Madison S&L, 
which was lightly regulated by 
appointees of her husband, the 
governor of Arkansas. 

“Rick will say he ... had a lot 
to do with getting the client in,” 
read the notes subpoenaed from 
Ms. Thomases’ s law firm, quot- 
ing Mr. HubbeU, who later ran 
the Clinton Justice Department 
and is now in jail. To anyone 
sensitive to nuances of cover- 
up, that sly "will say” is a tip- 
off to the concoction of a lie. 

Secure in what Rick Massey 
would say, Mrs. Clinton, as 
first lady, confidently told the 
White House press corns in 
1 994: 1 ‘There was a very bright 


By William S afire 

young associate in our law firm After tl 


who had a relationship with one 
of die officers of Madison. ... 
Hie young attorney, the young 
bank officer did all the work.’ ' 

Mrs. Clinton repeated that 
story under oath. But evidently 
there were law firm bills, time 
sheets and other documents that 
showed otherwise. Between 
“Rick will say" and now, 
those files — zealously guard- 
ed by Vince Foster and Web 
HubbeU — have vanished. 

The interest of the Justice 
Department in the files in Mr. 
Foster’s office triggered a se- 
ries of panicked phone calls 
and orders immediately after 
his apparent suicide. 

Obstruction from on high 
stares us in the face. Late in the 
day on July 21, 1993, the White 
House counsel, Bernard Nuss- 
baum — unaware of what 
would profoundly worry Mrs. 
Clinton — agreed to review the 
dead man's files with senior 
Justice officials the next morn- 
ing. Bui at II P.M., Susan 
Thomases called Mis. Clinton 
at her mother’s home; logs 
show a dozen early-morning 
calls among the first lady; her 
chief of staff, Margaret 
Williams; Ms. Thomases, and 
Mr. Nussbaum. 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Rape Is a War Crime 

Climes against women have 
been "disappeared” from view 
in the recent media coverage of 
Bosnia — and, before that, from 
the political and military deci- 
sion-making. Every day, "eth- 
~ nic cleansing" is decried, but we 
no longer hear about the mass 
rapes. Rape is "gender cleans- 
ing." The intended effect is al- 
ways the same: to utterly break 
the spirit of the rape victim, to 
drive her out of her body and out 
of her mind so as to render her 
incapable of resistance. 

Physicians and relief workers 
have described the raped women 
of Bosnia as "broken," "with- 
drawn,” "afflicted with night- 
mares," "suicidal.” According 
to Dr. Michael Curtis, a U.S. 
volunteer for Doctors Without 
Borders, the leading cause of 
death in Bosnia’s Tuzla camp is 
suicide, making it “probably the 
only refugee camp in the world 
where that is the case." 

The rapists in Bosnia were 
not out of control; they were 
implementing Serbian military 
“ethnic cleansing" policy. 
They were only following or- 
ders. Yes. fascist/nationalist 
Croatian and Muslim soldiers 
raped women, too, with as much 
ferocity, although perhaps on 
a smaller scale. 

For the first time in history, 
the UN-convened Hague Tri- 
bunal will prosecute rape as a 
war crime. This is a valuable, 
promising approach. Perhaps 
our global perception of rape 
will shift radically, once it be- 
comes known that rape is a 
1 {fierce against humanity and a 
war crime. 

PHYLLIS CHESLER. 

New York. 

Two Views of Assad 

Thomas Friedman ("Does 
the Cold Syrian Understand?" 
Opinion, Nov. 27) has it right 
when he refers to Hafez Assad 
as a killer, a man without com- 
passion. His regime is a reflec- 
tion of a militaristic ruling elite 
issued from the Alawite minor- 
ity that oppresses the majority 
of Syrians under the tom banner 
of pan-Arabist Greater Syria. 

What Mr. Friedman does not 
leave us with is a good reason for 
diplomatic fawning over Syria 
even if Mr. Assad were to smile 
at the Israelis and try to court 
Yitzhak Rabin’s widow. 

Overtures to the Syrian dic- 
tatorship are vain and futile if 
true peace is to be further ad- 
vanced in the Middle East. Mr. 
Assad's tyranny should not be 
further institutionalized and 
spread in the name of * 1 peace. 
Tf? next important peace prize 
should be Lebanon, not Syria. 

Aii appropri ate stance toward 
the Assad regime should not be 
an offer of compensation for ils 


past aggressions against Israel, 
which led to Syria’s loss of the 
Golan Heights in the first place. 
Instead, Syria should be re- 
quired to remove its occupation 
troops from Lebanon. Israel 
could follow suit once Syria 
was no longer present to stir the 
anti-Israel coals on Lebanon's 
southern border. 

Once a peace treaty between 
Lebanon and Israel exists to 
Syria’s west to complement the 
one with Jordan to Syria’s 
south, Israel can offer Mr. Assad 
something more important than 
territory; protection against tire 
Sunni dictatorship in Iraq in ex- 
change for peace and useful 
diplomatic relations. 

Such a redirected peace pro- 
cess would forestall any Israeli 
sellout of Lebanon to a brutal 
“Pax Syriana” over the Lev- 
ant. The West should not betray 
Lebanon for "peace." 

The peacemakers of the 
1990s have it backwards — 
Lebanon should be next and 
Syria should be last. 

ART STONE. 

Herndon, Virginia 

The stand taken by President 
Assad in not mourning the death 
of Yitzhak Rabin expresses the 
feelings of the great majority of 
Arab and Syrian people. We 
consider Mr. Rabin a war crim- 
inal who met his due fate. 

I would also request that 
Thomas Friedman consult the 
world leaders, dignitaries and 
journalists who have had die 
privilege of meeting Mr. Assad 
and learn from them some of his 
qualities and merits: His heart is 
bolder than that of a lion and 
more passionate than that of a 
mother. He instinctively senses 
the feeling of the masses and 
always bases his stand on thaL 
No wonder he is the person- 
ification of hope for the Arabs. 

MALEIC SOLE! MAN. 

Damascus. 

Clinton's Successes 

The momentum building up 
for a more widespread peace in 
the Middle East, the peace 
treaty on Bosnia just brokered in 
Dayton and signed in Paris and 
the U.S. economy’s continuing 
growth are all outstanding 
achievements for which Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and his ad- 
ministration deserve a lot more 
credit than current polls show. 

With any luck, the current 
budget negotiations will result 
in a similar success. 

An easy and significant way 
to help balance the U.S. budget, 
one surprisingly not mentioned 
by either of the parties, is an 
additional tax on gasoline, for 
which Americans pay about 
one-quarter of what consumers 
in Western Europe must spend. 

ANTHONY i. YUJA. 

Florence. 


After that telephonic heat, 
Mr. Nussbaum told an associate 
that Mrs. Clinton objected to 
law enforcement having “un- 
fettered access” to those files, 
now suspected to document the 
Clintons’ corruptly subsidized 
investment in Whitewater as 
well as her legal representation 
of Madison. On Hillant's order, 
Mr. Nussbaum broke his agree- 
ment, causing the deputy attor- 
ney general to demand: “What 
areyou trying to hide?” 

Two years ago, they were 
hiding Hillary's dealings with a 
criminal bank whose collapse 
cost taxpayers $60 million. To- 
day they may be crying to hide 
the illegal transmission of fed- 
eral investigative data to the 
Clintons' personal lawyer. 

As the Senate peels back the 
cover-up, a growing audience 
sees Margaret Williams — spot- 
ted by a White House policeman 
caning files from Mr. Foster’s 
office — in belief-defying de- 
nial. And Democratic senators 
fall silent as Susan Thomases, 
displaying an amazing forget- 
tery under oath, professes to 
draw a total blank about her first 
meeting with Mrs. Clinton after 
Mr. Foster’s death 


But the Clintons repay their 
loyalists. They just appointed 
Jim Hamilton, a Watergate 
lawyer who wrote a splendid 
Whitewater stonewall strategy, 
to the prestigious Foreign In- 
telligence Advisory Board. Di- 
ane Blair, present at Hillary’s 
circling of the wagons the week 
Justice was denial, graces the 
board of the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting. And 
hang-tough Jack Quinn, eager 
to claim privilege where Abner 
Mikva might have had misgiv- 
ings, was elevated to White 
House counsel. 

The Clinton game is to stall 
for 1 1 more months, past Elec- 
tion Day, hoping no copies ex- 
ist of items in sanitized files. 

Despite congressional sub- 
poena power, I doubt this case 
will be broken by a gunsmoking 
documenL As in Watergate, rev- 
elation of the cover-up needs an 
embittered or terrified informer, 
low-level (like James McCord) 
or higher (like John Dean). 

The independent counsel 
must be working over a few 
insiders. Let’s see if Web 
HubbeU, again before a grand 
jury, will risk a perjury charge. 
And let's hear what a fellow 
like Rick will say. 

The New York Times. 


W ASHINGTON — I thought Oliver 
Stone might go all the way, and 
have Anthony Hopkins play Nixon as 


Hannibal Lecter. 

Imagine Nixon in the Oval Office, 
listening to the "Goldberg Variations” 
and savoring the prospect of eating John 
Dean's liver with some fava beans and a 
nice Chianti. 

Ot perhaps a scene where he smiles 
frostily ana sends his valet Manolo 
Sanchez to fetch an impudent Bordeaux 

MEANWHILE 

from the White House wine cellar. He is 
having Bob Woodward far lunch. 

But Oliver Stone wanted to make a 
sympathetic movie about a kindred para- 
noid spirit “It’s a film that heals.” be said 
from his car phone. So he does not present 
President Richard Nixon as a cannibalistic 
psychopath. He moely portrays him as a 
pill-popping, Scotch- swilling* impotent 
madman haunted by his role in CIA plots 
to assassinate Fidel Castro that got out of 
control and killed John F. Kennedy. 

Evan Thomas, author of “The Very 
Best Men," a history of the early CIA, 
says that his interviews and research into 
classified documents showed Mir. Nixon 
had no role in CIA assassination plots, 
and he added that it would be laughable to 
accuse the CIA of killin g President 


• By Maureen Doivd 

Kennedy — if so many people didn't 
believe it thanks to Oliver Stone. - 

After a screening of "Nixon” at the 
Kennedy Center, Bob Woodward ob- 
served, “I guess everybody gets ihe psy- 
choanalyst they deserve, and Nixon got 
Oliver Stone. , . V 

Perhaps every society gets the myth- 
maker it deserves as welL A culture that 
confuses celebrity with value, historical 
knowledge wife repressed memory, gets 
Oliver Stone. 

After the storm over “JFK,*’- in which 
. the director implied that Lyndon Johnson 
and the CIA were part of a conspiracy 
about President Kennedy’s death, Mr. 
Stone is hying to have it both ways. 
Wanting to be seen as historically scrupu- 
lous, he hired Nixon aides as consultants 
and published a script wife footnotes. 

. But when asked about some blatant 
twisting of fact, he falls back on fee 
argument that it's just a movie. “It's a 
Nixon,” he told USA Today. “It's not 
fee Nixon.” (That’s like saying, “l am 
not a crook," as opposed to “I am not 
the crook.”) 

. After you've seen enough “documen- 
tary replacements, "as Mr. Stone calls his 
morphing of actors with real footage — 
Mr. Hopkins debating Mr. Kennedy and 


pointing, his finger at Nikita Khrushchev 
— - it just; looks like any Nixon. 

Hollywood has always mixed enter- 
tainment and history. In "Night and 
Day,” Cary Grant played Cole Porter as a 
devout heterosexual. But Mr. Stone does 
not sugarcoat He poison-coats, mixing 
fact ana propaganda wife such skill feat 
millions of impressionable moviegoers 
are left betieving that there has been noth- 
ing butdarkness at the top. His talent as a 
filmmaker does not make the situation 
better. Artful falsehood is more danger- 
ous than artless falsehood, because fewer 
people will see through rt. 1 ' 

He gloms on to whole sections of re- 
cent his lory and filters everything through 
one unproven prism; thatJJ.K. wanted to 
withdraw from Vietnam, and that he was 
murdered for it by The System. 

In 1992, some New York Times re- 
porters had coffee wife Mr. Nixon. He 
analyzed the political landscape, predict- 
ing feat the Iraqgate scandal wouldn't 
harm George Bush, unless there were 
mcriminating a pes 
"And I know something about tapes," 
he murmured drily. Poor Nixon — all 
those tapes, wife all those juicy quotes 
and all that drama and wickedness, and 
still Hollywood gets it wrong. 

Oh, for the day when we won't have 
Oliver Stone to kick around anymore. 

The New York Times. 
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Winter in St. Moritz, Land of Famous and Paparazzi 


By Eric Weinberger 

S T. MORITZ, Switzerland — Like 
many ski resorts in the Alps, St. 
Moritz was a spa and summer va- 
cation spot long before it became a 
winter retreat favored by the rich and chic. 
Its glittering site in the remote upper En- 
gadine Valley, among clear lakes and wood- 
ed slopes surrounded try 12,000-foot (3,700- 
meter) peaks, facing southwest and attract- 
ing intense sunshine and the dry alpine air, 
made it an ideal place for taking a cure. 

In a sly move in the fall of 1864, a local 
innkeeper, Johannes Badrutt, bet a group of 
his regular customers from England that he 
would pay their travel costs if they returned 
in winter and found less sunshine than in 
summer. Badrutt won his bet, and now Sl. 
Moritz is known throughout the world to 
skiers who would never think of coming in 
any season but winter. SL Moritz's skiing is 
outstanding for all skiers except beginners, 
with some notably beautiful long valley 


runs and plenty of challenging off-piste. A 
day pass, covering 220 miles (350 kilo- 
meters) of trails served by 60 lifts, on terrain 
reaching from 5,642 to 10,834 feet, is still 
good value at $48, or $228 for six days. 

The town (which divides into two far- 
flung posts: Sl Moritz-Dorf, or village, 
where most of the luxury hotels and shops 
are concentrated, and Sl Moritz-Bad, me 
original spa, a grim settlement of high-rise 
apartments on the valley floor; is a complete 
winter sports center. The resort has im- 
pressive facilities for any winter pastime 
you care to name, including bobsledding, 
curling, tobogganing, ski jumping and skat- 
ing, many of them clustered around the 
frozen Sl Moritz lake. 

A holiday in St. Moritz, where furs pre- 
dominate, caviar is sold in the grocery 
stores and paparazzi congregate in the 
evenings around the plush discos and night- 
clubs — and where most of the beds are in 
four- or five-star hotels — does not usually 
come cheap. But if you are willing to sac- 
rifice style for economy, it can be done, 


All places are in Dorf unless otherwise 
noted 

The glitzy annual charity gala at 
Badrutt’s Palace Hotel, with proceeds go- 
ing to combat leukemia, is on Dec. 28 this 
year, and will feature the Spanish tenor 
Jos£ Carreras. Admission ranges from 
$440 to 5885; a further $1 10 buys dinner 
afterward at any of the Palace's three 
restaurants. To reserve, call the Palace at 
(41-81) 837-1000, fax (41-81) 837-2999. 

The biggest party in Sl Moritz is die 
New Year's Eve ball at Badrutt ’s Palace. 
Admission, including dinner but not drinks, 
is $434. Reservations can be made by call- 
ing the Palace. At I A_M. die doors are 
opened to all comers, who for $265 can join 
theparty until it ends, at about 6 AM. 

The week of Jan. 14 to 20 is the seventh 
annual Snow Sculpture Com petition, at 
locations throughout Dorf and Bad. 

The weekend of Jan. 25 to 28 sees die 
12th annual Polo World Cup on Snow, the 
world's only such competition, on the 
frozen lake of SL Moritz. Other events on 


the lake throughout the winter include 
horse and dog races, cricket and golf. 

The Sl Moritz Tourist Board, CH-7500, 
SL Moritz; (41-82) 33147. fax (41-82) 
32952, publishes a brochure and map of 
winter walks in the upper Engadine, avail- 
able in English. The walks are described as 
mostly easy; the brochure is flee. 


M UOTTAS Muragl, at 8,000 
feet, offers a breathtaking 
view of the Engadine lakes ana 
surrounding mountains, and is 
easily reached from Sl Moritz by train or 
bus. A round-trip ticket combining tire rail 
to Punt Muragl and (he funicular to the 
peak costs $27. At Muottas Muragl, there is 
a hotel, restaurant, self-service terrace and 
a small ski area comprising three drag lifts. 
A hiking path, cleared daily, from the 
restaurant to the small Muragl lake takes 
about two hours there and back. 

At Sl Moritz you can buy a ride on pretty 
much anything; a toboggan on the renowned 
Cresta run ($398 for five rides, $39 for 


subsequent rides. 41-82-33117); a bobsled 
an the Olympic track ($1 77, including driv- 
er, congratulatory drink and certificate, 41- 
82-34110); or, more gently, a horse-drawn 
sleigh ($70 to $88 an houn each carnage 
accommodates four people). There are sev- 
eral sleigh-ride operators; a tourist board 
brochure, in F^gii^r contains telephone 
numbers and reservation details for these 
■and such outdoor activities as curling, 

hnnwhopt riifrrtA nSfnolldlTIE Slid dfStitC. 


The SL Moritz Experience, (41-82) 
37714, fex (41-82) 39377, a consortium of 
local guides, chefs, pilots and ski instructors, 
can put together a tailor-made package that 
could include beli-skiing, candlelight din- 
ners in the mountain s or alpine camping 
expeditions. The price of a moonlight de- 
scent on skis from 9,500 feet with dinner, 
drinks, and the services of a guide is $160 a 
person. 

Eric Weinberger, currently in Switzer- 





land for his fifth winter in iht 
this for The New York Times. 


ntly in Switzer - * 

the Alps , wrote Walking on water; Skier taking 

es. shortcut on frozen Lake St. Moritz. 


‘Energy Lines’: Seeking the Perfect Traditional Massage in 


B perfect Thai massage iiegan at Wat 
Po, Bangkok’s oldest and largest 
temple. Though generally noted 
for its massive reclining Buddha, Wat Po is 
also famous as Thailand's pre-eminent 
training ground for traditional massage. Its 
ramshackle massage clinic lures hundreds of 
visitors from all over Thailand every day. 

There I was with about 40 of them, lying 
on a hospital cot in an open room having 
my "energy lines*’ explored. People were 
yelping, their joints popping all around me. 
The celling fans spun languorously as my 
masseur twisted and tugged me. I would 
have preferred a little privacy but I was still 
having fun. 

After eight years of living in Asia, I have 
become hooked on massage. 1 have tried 
Balinese, Sumatran and Korean massage. 


By Carol Lutfy 


acupuncture, acupressure and shiatsu. But 
combining the right blend of decadence 
and restorative therapy, Thai massage is 
my hands-down favorite. It is also a bargain 
at $12 for a first-rate, two-hour massage. 

Most foreigners assume that massage is 
a code word for sex in Thailand; of course, 
that’s sometimes the case. Above-board 
massage clinics — from no-frills neigh- 
borhood places to the stylish spa at the 
Oriental Hotel — abound all over 
Bangkok. But as I found on my visits to 
more than half a dozen massage estab- 
lishments. the distinction between the two 
is not always clear. 

My hotel suggested Makkasan Thai Tra- 
ditional Massage. T walked in to find groups 
of men drinking beer while the partly un- 

asperatedTra^^the Hyatt Hotifttfcam- 
plain that they had sent me to a sex joint Die 
hotel receptionist assured me that it was only 
partly a sex joint By now in need of a 


massage, I decided to stay. 1 exchanged my 
shoes for slippers and submerged my feet in a 
bucket of warm water. They were perfunc- 
torily scrubbed and I was sent to a curtained- 
off cubicle with a mattress on the floor. There 
I was left to tire hands, feet elbows and knees 
of Ms. Prakond, a no-nonsense 40ish woman 
who immediately eased me into that coveted 
state between sleep and consciousness. She 
was an expert I had no regrets. 

I found Win wan, the next massage place 
I tried in a local tourist magazine. I liked its 
motto; “You always win at Wm wan.” I 
was relieved to find that it was foreigner- 
friendly. The clinic has 12 masseurs — 
three men, all of whom are legally blind, 
and nine women, most of whom are young 
and pretty. 

Ms. Tip appeared, and I was escorted 
into a cumined-off area where 1 changed 
into the ubiquitous pajamas. The temper- 
ature was just right and although I could 
hear the conversations of the Japanese and 


American men I was sandwiched between, 
the atmosphere was gentle and relaxing. 

Ms. Tip gave me a serious, thoughtful 
massage, starting as always with the toes cm 
tire left foot and moving gradually up the leg. 
With graceful form she yanked and kneaded, 
stretched and pushed. I left deliriously con- 
tent 


A FEW blocks from Win wan in a 
boisterous Middle Eastern 
neighborhood, my friend 
Morakot introduced me to 
Bualhip Thai Massage. The sign in the 
waiting area is pretty straightforward: 
“Dear Customer, We provide real Thai 
massage by qualified blind male under 
royal patronage and certified female. (Ab- 
solutely No Sex).” 

At Buathip, I requested a blind masseur. 
I was making myself comfortable when 
Mr. Sak appeared in dark glasses, carrying 
a wet washcloth. He carefolly cleaned my 


fleet before beginning what would prove to 
be a skillfully methodical massage. A good 
Thai massage begins slowly, like a roller 
, coaster ride, building up anticipation, then 
" polling you into its rhythm before there’s 
any time to notice; Mr. Sak clearly un- 
derstood that Using the heel of his hand, he 
devoted more time to my back and neck 
than anyone else. Toward the end of the 
massage, he wet my forehead with a warm 
washcloth and pressed my nasal passages 
and temples. By the time he was through 
with me, my body was as loose as Jeli-O. 

I saved my massage at the alluringly 
fashionable Oriental Spa for last 1 was 
ushered into my own spacious room with a 
four-nozzle shower, sink, towels, cosmet- 
ics and change of clothes. (The little cotton 
outfit provided is so stylish it is sold at the 
reception desk.) A mattress was set on an 
elevated platform from which I could con- 
template the bamboo garden outside. With 
traditional Thai music humming softly in 


the background, Mr. Kob, my masseur, 
served me lemon-grass tea. 

Mr. Kob, trained at a school in Chi- 
angmai, had a technique that was noticeably 
sterner. On the up side, he gave toe the 
finest hand ami foot massage I have over 
received anywhere, relaxing my entire body 


for the rest of me, Mr. Kob took a “no pain, 
no gain” tack, opting to stretch ami tug 
rather too hard. I felt cleansed at fhe end, as 
if 1 had put myself through a demanding 
workout But I groaned toamucb through 
foe process to really recommend iL 

In the end. I had a couple of great mas- 
sages; all had rnemorable nKxnents-None 
of them was altogether perfect — for- 
tunately. rd have bated Bo lose partrif ray 
excuse to keep looking. - ;. v . 

Carol Lutfy, an American journalist who 
spends part cf every year in Asia, wrote this 
for The New York Times . 
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Le Bonheur 
est dans le Pr6 

Directed by Etienne Chatiliez. 
France. 

When the commercials on 
French screens start to look wit- 
tier than the movies that follow 
them, you have to wonder. Eti- 
enne Chatiliez, who has made 
some of those commercials and 
comedies, pumps up this 
spoofy spot about a henpecked 
husband (Michel Serrault). On 
a TV show that seeks to restore 
lost children and straying hus- 
bands to their families, he sees a 
photo of himself as a young 
man — yes, he has a double ana 
a better wife (Carmen Maura) 
on a duck farm. Serrault’s job in 
the movie is manufacturing toi- 
let seats, and the village where 
the duck festivities are 
drummed out is called Con- 
dom. For lovers of foie gras and 
broad grrvoiserie. the movie 
may have its moments — such 
as when Sabine Azema as Ser- 
rault’s wife, a precicuse vul- 
f ’,aire . sees her first slithery 
duck liver and vomits, or when 
the couple's best friend, played 
by Eddy Mitchell, seduces, 
stuffs and serves Azema up as 
another kind of bird. Treatment 
of women is particularly 
exquisite, although Maura 


manages to shine though the 
mire. A host of character actors 
appears from other Chatiliez 
films (Catherine Jacob, Isabelle 
Nanty), and there is input from 
the ubiquitous members of 
J6rdme Deschamp’s company. 
Not everyone can be Fellini, 
who made a chef d’oeuvre out 
of a pasta commercial and 
mincemeat out of TV, but the 
worst of this media mix is not 
the trite jokes, bad script or 
lame editing, but that, just like 
the voyeuristic TV show it pre- 
tends to satirize, it’s puffed up 
with self-satisfaction. 

(Joan Dupont, IHT ) 

Jumanji 

Directed by Joe Johnston. US. 

In “Jumanji," a movie based 
on a book about a board game, 
tile players are endangered by 
evil monkeys, giant insects, 
rampaging jungle beasts and 
vines that shoot poison darts. 
Children excited by the 
prospect of such perils would 
be well advised to get out the 
Candyland and forget about 
this. But “Jumanji" isn't easily 
overlooked, as it has Robin 
Williams and runaway special 
effects to recommend iL 
Williams, giving one of his 
kindly performances rather 


than a funny one, plays a lad 
who has been held prisoner by 
(be Jumanji game for 26 years. 
This lost boy returns to his 
home town as a middle-aged 
man covered with scraggly 
hair, which may be the film’s 
scariest effect of all. Actually, 
there’s plenty of competition 
for that honor, thanks to visual 
tricks that are allowed to over- 
whelm the movie. What’s most 
alarming about “Jumanji” is 
its certainty that audiences wilj 
settle for a mixture of random 
gimmicks and easy sentimen- 
tality. With those assets in place 
and perhaps a tie-in board game ! 
to marker, the film abandons all 
other prospects of coherence. 

(Janet Maslin, NYT ) ! 

Two Bits 

Directed by James Foley. US. 

The Academy Award he woo 
for “Scent of a Woman'* has 
apparently whetted A1 Pacino's 
appetite for more character 
roles in which he plays an ec- 
centric sage with a soulful 
gleam in his eye and a “Zorba 
the Greek”-size life force. 
“Two Bits,” finds the 5 5 -year- 
old actor chewing up the 
scenery in the role of a dying 
old man gently imparting the 
lessons of a lifetime to his 12- 


year-old grandson. His face 
caked with blotchy, crinkling 
makeup, die actor, who still 
looks too young and vigorous 
for tire role, discreetly hams it 
up. squinting, rolling his eyes 
and emitting alarming noises 
that foreshadow his imminent 
collapse. Pacino's character, 
who is known simply as Grand- 
pa, is remembered affectionate- 
ly through the eyes of the 
grandson. Gennaro Spirito (Jer- 
ry Barone). The movie, which 
is narrated by tire grown-up 
Gennaro (the voice of Alec 
Baldwin), is amemory play and 
coming-o f-age story recount- 
ing events that took place on a 
sweltering summer day in 
South Philadelphia in 1933. If 

of antic Junior 

niry, it is Barone, a newcomer 
selected from an open casting 
call of 730 contenders, who 
keeps the tone of the film even- 
ly balanced. A young actor of 
exceptional poise and natural- 
ness. he gives a smooth per- 
formance that is utterly devoid 
of childish self-consciousness. 
The wisdom Grandpa imparts 
in his dying moments echoes 
the mood ofa film that is thor- 
oughly likable but too sweetly 
muted for its own good. 

(Stephen Holden, NYT) 


Some museums may be 
closed on holidays. We recom- 
mend you call before going. 

BELGIUM 

Bnigos 

Kunstcentrum Oud Sintmlean, tat: 
(50) 33-56-66, open dally. To Jan 1: 
“Recent British Sctdpture.” Works by 
Tony Cragg, Richard Deacon and 
Veronica Ryan. 

BRITAIN " 


Victoria & Albert Museum, tat: 
(171) 938-8349, dosed Dec. 24, 25 
and 26. To Feb. 18: “The Peaceful 
Liberators: Jain Art From India.” 120 
paintings, ritual objects and sculp- 
tures presenting the Jainislic tradi- 
tion and its concerns of nonviolence, 
vegetarianism and ecology. 

FRANCE 

Parts 

Grand Palais, tat (1) 44-13-17-17, 
closed Tuesdays. Contnuifng/To 
Jan. 7: “Cdzanne." 

Musee d’Art Modems , tel: (1) 47- 
23-61-27, dosed Mondays. To 
March 24: "Passions Prtvdes: Art 
Modeme at Corrtemporain dans les 
Collections Particufibres an France.” 
More than 1,000 modem and con- 
temporary works. 

GERMANY ~ 

DussoMorf 

Kunstvemtn, td: (211) 32-7023. 


dosed Mondays, Dec. 24, 25 and 31. 
To Jan. 21 : “Leon Kossoff.” 25 works' 
created between 1986 and 19)4 by 
the British figurative painter, Includ- 
ing portraits, nudes and the “Spi- 
tametds'” series of pictures. The ex- 
hibition wiR travel to Amsterdam. 

Stuttgart 

Neua Staatsgalerie, tel: (711) 212- 
4050, dosed Mondays, Dec. 24 and 
25. lb March 3: “Picassos Weft dar 
Kinder.” An attempt at tracing the 
chM motif in the Spanish painter’s 
works. The exhibition includes indi- 
vidual portraits, mythological deple- 
tions and genre-tike scenes. 

ITALY 


100 photographs by the avant-garde luxurious editions, Picasso's activity 
Dutch artist, who gained lame in Anv ' in the 1 Uustraflon of books spanned 
stardam In 1944-1945. . his career. 


GaUerta cfArte Modems, let (51) 
50-28-59, dosed Mondays. To Jan. 
14: “Henry Moore: GH LWml Died 
Ami.” 90 works, including 35 sculp- 
tures, created by the contemporary 
British sculptor in his last 10 years. 

LUXEMBOURG 

Casino Luxembourg, tel: 22-50-45, 
dosed Mondays. To March 3; ‘Main 
Stations.” 13 European and Amer- 
ican artists are represented by one 
metjor work that Is both InnovattonaJ 
and influential. Indudes works by Le- 
Witt. Klein, Beuys, Newman and 
Stefia, among others. 

THE NETHERLANDS "" 
Amsterdam 

StadeUjfc Museum, tab (20) 5732- 
911, open daily. To Jan. 14: “Emmy 
Andriesse: Photo gr aphy." More than 


SCOTLAND 

Glasgow 

The Burred Collection, : tot (41) 


dons of Spain: Paintings from the 
Stirfing Maxwafl CoU action." More 

VdSzquSj^^o^S^oeflo, along 
with Spanish furniture and art 
objects. 

SPAIN 

Valencia 

IVAM Centre Julio Gonzales, teh 
(6) 388-3000, dosed Mondays. To 
March 24: "Ross Bteckner." Docu- 
ments the evolution otthe contem- 
porary American artist through a se- 
lection of works created between 
1981 and 1995. 

SWEDEN 

Sto ck holm 

Natfonairnuseont.ietr (8) 66842- 
50, dosed Mondays. Tb Jan. 7: 
"fordteTum-of-tte-Century: Luzdef 
Norte." A oofledkm of 100 paintings 
featuring Norxfic landscapes and por- 
traits, 

SWITZERLAND 


Kunsi r nuseum Basel, tel: (61) 271 - 
0445, dosed Mondays. To March TO: 
“Pabta Picasso: Die Dhistrierten 
BOcher.” From cheap brochures to 


Ur oww 

. Kunatmuaewn, lei; (41) 410-9040, 
dosed Mondays. To Feb. 25: "Cindy 
Sherman: Photographs 1975-1995." 
. The contemporary American pfiotog- 
rapherfeatures herself to theatrically 
composed photo tableaux, and mar- 
ries human Imagination and the cam- 
era's objective rea/ism. 

UNITED STATES 
Baltimore 

Baltimore Ifueaum of Ait, tot (410) 
396-6300, dosed Mondays and 
Tuesdays. To Jan. 7: "Cefetwatfng 
Calder.” More than 50 works, includ- 
ing mobfles, staMes, works on pa- 
per, jewelry and tapestries. > . 

Ho us ton 

Museum of Fine Arts, tel: (713) 639- 
7399, dosed Mondays. To Feo. 25: 
"Tina Modotft Photographs." A se- 
lection of 125 photographs of Mex- 
ican workers and peasants, oftofcart 
.and Indigenous architecture. The 
works were created in the 1920s and 
1930s when Modotti and Edward 
Weston moved to Mexico. 

Was hing t on 

Corcoran Gallery of Art, tel: (202) 
638-1439, dosed Tuesdays. To Feb. 
19: “Painting Otdskto Painting.’ The 
exhibWon explores the major trends 
to contemporary American painting 
and focuses on works and Instete- 
ttons by contemporary artists usfcjg 
innovative materials, techniques and 
approaches to their art 
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BLACK SEA 

By Seal Ascherson. Maps. 306 
pages. 52 3. Hill & Wang. 
Reviewed by 
Richard Bernstein 


r T ' 1 HE region of the Black Sea, 
i. Neal Ascherson argues in 
this book of travel and history, 
was the site of a very modern 
event that took place thousands 
of years ago: Settled, literate 
people living in colonial out- 
posts of ancient Greece met up 
with Scythian nomads and got 
into the habit of calling them 
barbarians. 

It was not the first time 
sedentapr people had encoun- 
tered migratory ones. But it was 
the first time that "the literate 
people brooded on this meet- 
ing.” which Ascherson calls 
"the first 'colonial' encounter 
in European experience.” 

And the brooding upon it in 
turn begot "a series of ques- 
tioning discourses which still re- 
main with us." especially about 
the difference between what we 
think of as “civilization” and 
what we call "barbarism,” 

In .such a way does Asch- 
erson. a British scholar and 
journalist who has written ex- 
tensively on Eastern Europe, 



provide a theme for his search- 
ing examination of tire Black 
Sea — or more accurately, the 
lands that ring the sea and that 
were the scenes of some of the 
most ancient multicultural ex- 
periences of human history. 

“ ‘Civilization' and ‘bar- 
barism’ were twins ges fated 
and bom in the Greek but above 
all in the Athenian imagina- 
tion.” Ascherson writes. 
“They in turn gave birth to a 
ruthless mental dynasty which 
still holds invisible power over 
the Western mind.” 

The idea that it was on the 
shores of the Black Sea that 
Europeans first took them- 
selves as the guardians of the 
light against tire darkness is an 
interesting theory, and far from 
the only interesting element in 
Ascherson's book. 

"Black Sea" mingles ac- 
counts of Ascherson's own-ids* 
its to Black Sea cities and ar- 
chaeological sites with • 
ruminations on the many-lay- 
ered history of the region. The 
attempt is to evoke the sea itself 
as a kind of “personality" (the 
word is on the dust jacket) in 
global history. 

Ascherson's approach works 
well especially in tire early 
chapters, which are rich both in 



historical data and in interpre- 
tation. There are moments 
when Ascherson stretches his 
theory of the discourse of oth- 
erness beyond the breaking 
point, or applies the lessons of 
the Black Sea willy-nilly to 
anything in Later millennia that 
seems to him to be similar. 

At one poinL for example, he 
offers the opinion that the battle 
between the police and squat- 
ters in Tompkins Square Park in 
Manhattan’s East Village was a 
re-enactment of the archetypal 
strategy of nomadism against 
the serried power. 

in places, especially in the 
later chapters, Ascherson's ma- 
terial gets a bit thin, and his 


elaborations of obscure histo- 
ries test the reader's patience. 

Still. Ascherson is a thought- 
ful, well-read man whose writ- 
ing is polished and sure. The 
diversity of his subject matter is 
testimony to his principal in- 
terest: tire Black Sea as a zone 
of ethnic frontiers and ethnic 
crossings. There are Greeks and 
Scythians in his story, tire 
Scythians being the Indo-Ira- 
nian migrants who moved 
across tire steppe with their 
herds and horses long before 
the arrival of the Greeks. 

There are fascinating chap- 
ters on the Cossacks and Rus- 
sians who expanded into the 
region in the 18th century. 


WHAT THEY'RE READING 


• Ellen Dorscb, internation- 
al projects, director of Planned 
Parenthood of Northern New 
England, is reading "My Own 

' Country' ’ by Abraham Vergh- 
ese. 

* ‘A biitersweet portrayal of a 
medical practice in tire Deep 
South where both the doctor 
and the patients are trying to 
define home and community." 

{Charlotte Sector. iHTi 



There are, of course, the various 
Turkish rulers, especially the 
Ottomans; Huns. Khazars, tire 
Golden Horde, Catherine the 
Great and Potemkin, the armies 
in the Crimean War and later. 
Abkhazians and Georgians and 
their bitter post-Soviet-era con- 
flict all make their appearance 
in Ascherson’s narrative. 

One of Ascherson's most ab- 
sorbing chapters focuses on 
Odessa, founded as a trading 
post by the Russians in the late 
1 8th century and from the be- 
ginning a melting pot governed 
IKK by a Russian but by a French 
aristocrat, the Due de Riche- 
lieu. At one time, a third of the 
population was Jewish and 
spoke Yiddish. 

Pushkin lived in Odessa as a 
young man, shortly before the 
political exile in which he wrote 
some of his greatest poetry. Pol- 
ish patriots, most notably Adam 
Mickiewicz, tire great poet of 
19th-century Polish national- 
ism, were exiled to Odessa, 
where they mingled with a cer- 
tain Mme. Kowalska, a Polish 
femme fatale and spy who was 
the mistress of the Chief of the 
czar’s secret police. 

Ascherson rarely lets a story 
go by without drawing some 
larger point out of iL 7 he point 


is well worth making, for ex- 
ample, when it comes to tire 
ferocious Russian archaeolog- 
ical wars in the Black Sea re- 
gion, which are part of Asch- 
erson’s story. They pitted brave 
scientists seeking truth against 
ideologues and their less brave 
scientific lackeys intern on us- 
ing the archaeological evidence 
to support a theory of Russian 
cultural self-sufficiency. 

When it comes to more mod- 
ern issues about gender identity 
and ethnic conflict Ascherson 
sometimes draws bigger con- 
clusions than the evidence al- 
lows, or his discussion veers so 
quickly from one subject to an- 
other that the point never comes 
into focus. 

Still, even if “Black Sea’ ’ is 
sometimes a hodgepodge, it is a 
fascinating hodgepodge with 
something to learn on almost 
every page. With ethnic con- 
flicts much in the headlines, 
Ascherson's portrait of a place' 
whose ch ief characteristic is the 
durability of hs many ethnic 
identities comes at the right mo- 
mem, providing perspective on 
a primordial elemenr m human 
history. 

Richard Bernstein is on the 
stuff of The New York Times. 


By Alan Truscott 


X Mitchell parody in the book 
“Gontract Killers,” PKffip and 
Robert King have fun on the 
diagramed deal with “Hariett 
O’Scara.” 

Brett and Hariett are playing 
for the South against the North 
and sitting East and West. Their 
opponents have overbid to six 
diamonds, a slam that is znak- 
able as the cards lie. Hariett led 
a sage trump, and the rest can be 
described by tire authors. 

"Declarer thanked his partner 
in ajpavel voia; noticeably Lack- 
ing ingratitude. Calculating that 
tire contract depended on finding 
East with the A-K of spades, he 
won the first trick in his hand, 

played the spade six to dummy’s 
queen and could scarcely con- 
ceal his amazement when this 
held the trick. 

“Hopefully, he continued 
with a spade. When this was 
covered he intended to ruff, 
draw tramps, enter die dummy 
with a heart,-lead a third round 
of spades and take the ruffing 
finesse. As the cards lay, this 
line of play would have suc- 
ceeded. 

“But when the spade eight 


was played. Brat, with a faintly 
bored expression, ducked a sec - 7 
ond time! There was now no way 
for the . declarer to establish 
spades . Belatedly, he drew 
trumps and played a dub to the 
queen and king, eventually con- 
ceding a trick to Haxlett's club 


jmwv. 

Analysts may note that Sooth 
could have survived Brett'sdou J 
ble-duck by double-dummy 

allowing East to win ar spade 
trick. • 


WEST 
♦ 75 
J9864 
0 IDS 6 
*J93 


- NORTH (U) 

♦ QJ1D98 ' 

A K 2 • 

.0 7 3 ■■■■:’• 

*Q8fi •• 

east :: 

. :*AK432 
OID7 

.♦542 • 

-r *K74 
' SOUTH 

♦a. . • . 

bqs3 •• 1 

oakqjd' 

AA0852 ’ 


Neither side was vulnerable, 11* 
bidding: ... W- k 

North - East Souta~~Vtsi* 

l* Pvi iO.v.T’.P* 5 

2 N.T. Pm? 6v • 

Pass- • Pass. ‘ 

.■ West. led the dfcunqodtew . , 
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Camer/Hotel 


Location 



ALL NIPPON AIRWAYS 

London to Tokyo/Osaka 

Full-faro first- and business-class passengers can claim limo 
transfer on departure and return to Heathrow: hotel for one night 
in Tokyo or Osaka, plus a free bus transfer between Narita and 
Haneda for connecting ANA flights. Until March 31 . 

ARABELLA GRAND 
HOTEL 

Frankfurt 

Single/double for 235/285 Deutsche marks ($163/3198) in- ; 
eludes buffet breakfast and use of health dub. Until Jan. 7. 

BRITISH AIRWAYS/ 
HILTON 

United States 

BA Executive Club members resident in Britain earn double 
miles at more than 210 U.S. Hilton and International Conrad 
hotels. (HHonors members earn both airline miles and hotel 
points for each stay at business rates.) Until Dec. 31. 

HOTEL FURAMA 
KEMPIN SKI 

Hong Kong 

"Winter Wonder” rates start at 1,550 Hong Kong dollars ($200) 
for a “superior" peak view room with American breakfast, use of 
fitness dub, free local calls and late check-out till 6 P.M. Until 
March 15. 

HOTEL NEGARA 

Singapore 

Introductory discount of 50 percent on all rooms and suites. Until 
Dec. 31. i 

HOTEL NIKKO 1 

Hong Kong 

Single/double for 1 ,450 Hong Kong dollars ($1 88) per night with 
use of health dub and pool and late check-out till 3 P.M. Until ! 
March 31. 

HOTEL ROYAL 
MONCEAU 

Paris 

Weekend rate of 1 ,650 francs single/1 ,950 double (S330/S390) 
includes Continental breakfast and use of Les Therm es health 
and beauty center. Until March 31 . 

IBERIA/INTER- 

CONTINENTAL 

Worldwide 

Iberia Plus members earn double points at 150 Intercontinental/ 
Forum hotels in 60 countries and choice of an upgrade to a suite; 
a $25 per day food and beverage credit; or a gift. Points can be 
redeemed for flights, hotel stays or car rental. Until March 31. 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

Europe 

“Heart of the City" weekend breaks offer savings of up to 40 
percent at 48 hotels and resorts. Examples for double room with 
buffet breakfast, tax and service: Castellana Inter-Continental 
Madrid 15,900 pesetas ($130); Forum Hotel Berlin 195 
Deutsche marks ($135). Until April 8 . 

KEMPINSKI HOTEL 

Leipzig, Germany 

Doubles for 250 Deutsche marks ($173) per night plus 29 DM : 
per person for buffet breakfast March 1 to 28. 

MALAYSIA AIRLINES 

London to Kuala Lumpur 

Two for one on round-trip flights in first or business dass. You 
must travel together on outward journey, but you can return 
separately. Until March 31. 

RAMADA CHINA 
HOTELS 

Wuhan, China 

Single/double for $64.50/375 indudes airport shuttle, American 
breakfast 10 percent discount on food and beverages, 50 
percent discount on laundry and dry cleaning, and late check-out 
till 6 P.M. Until Feb. 29. 

SW1SSOTEL ASCOT 
HOTEL 

Amsterdam 

“Amsterdam Escapade" package for 230 guilders ($143) fortwo 
nights per person and 291 guilders for three nights per person 
(double occupancy) indudes buffet breakfast, free entry to Ri- 
jksmuseu m or Van Gogh Museum and up to 25 percent discount 
on excursions, restaurants and shops. Until March 31 . 

SWISSOTEL 1 Istanbul 1 “Easter Package” for $190 per night sfngte/doubte includes “su- 

THE BOSPHORUS I 1 perior" room, buffet breakfastand use of health dub. April 4 to 8 . 

Although tha |HT caretitay ctwdn thoso oftaro. pieaw ba taawamed that rome travel agents may bo unaware of them, omnahte to bqcfc them. 



Honda Chric /.51 LS: 

About $20,000. Four-cylinder 1493 oc engine, 

15 bph at 6300 rpm. Five-speed manual gearbox. 

Top speei 187 km/h (i 16 mph). o-ioo km/h (62 mph) in 
104 seconds. Average fuel economy 6.2 liters / 100 km. 


Honda Turns to Middle of the Road 


By Gavin Green 

J APANESE carmakers got rich by 
building the most reliable, best-value, 
four-wheeled appliances in the world. 
Japanese carmakers apart from Hon- 
da, that is. Honda got rich, first by dom- 
inating world motorcycling — strangling 
the once dominant British motorcycle in- 
dustry in the process — and, mote recently, 
through clever car engineering. Like Oscar 
Wilde, Honda regularly declared its genius. 
Unlike Wilde, it got wealthy by doing it. 

While the likes of Toyota and Nissan 
were faceless carmakers making mostly 
faceless cars — but what reliability and 
what value! — Honda matched their trust- 
worthiness and their prices, but added 
some spice. The upshot has been a fine 
reputation among engineering aficionados, 
and among the young. 

This ‘‘youth appeal ' 1 has paid off hand- 
somely. In Japan. Honda has a big fol- 
lowing from the Levi's and Coke set. It’s 
die same in the States, where Hondas — 
despite the mass sales — are still regarded 
as not quite being in the mainstream. 
They're family cats with a twist 

Sad to say, then, that die new three-door 
Civic, just launched in Europe, moves nearer 
the middle of die road. Whereas past Civics 
have invariably unveiled some new tech- 
nology dial made customers/competitors act 
with awe/jealousy, the new Civic is a mild 


remake of the old one. Being based closely 
on the outgoing model, it remains a fine car 
— one of the best in the class. But that old 
stand-alone Honda boldness is missing. 

Not that the new car is free from novelty. 
Its new headlights are big and unusually 
shaped and illuminate the road well at night, 
and the taOhghts are distinctively styled 
too. Hie marvelous VTEC (variable valve 
technology) family of motors, introduced 
on die old model, proliferate. In plain En- 
glish, they improve low-down lugging, 
power and top-end raciness by altering the 
valve timing with die engine revs. There’s a 
new 1.5i LS version, as tested, which 
promises not only strong performance but 
almost diesel-like economy too (it delivers 
on both fronts). The old sporty VTEC VTI 
engine continues, although die perfor- 
mance has been blunted by die new model's 
extra flab (up a hefty ISO kilograms). 

On the road, the new Civic feels very 
much like the old model — no real surprise, 
given its provenance. The handling, long a 
Civic strong point, remains better than 
class average, despite soggier steering and 
that extra weight. Hondas tend to handle 
flat and sporty, and this one's no exception. 

. They also tend to be jittery of ride; this 
one's no exception. 

The front seats still aren't comfortable 
enough. They just don't offer enough back 
support for my 6 -foot frame. The back seat 
is roomier, but still nothing special. 

Nonetheless die new .1.5 engine has a 


pleasing verve. Honda still builds better 
four-cylinder engines than anybody else. 
You can rev it like a racing car, if you’re in 
the mood (there's no real point in such high 
revs, other than to have ftin), or tread softly 
and revel in quite spectacular fuel econ- 
omy. The gearshift is light and easy, as is 
the whole driving experience. 

And die car is beautifully made. Try as 
they might, no European mass maker builds 
cars with the precise panel fit of a Honda. 
Look closely at the hidden components — 
ever seen the inside of a Honda engine? It’s 
a technical work of art — and fee man- 
ufacturing quality gap between Honda and 
its European rivals widens further. 

I MPRESSIVE car though it is, the new 
Gvic disappoints. It is too marginal an 
improvement over its predecessor — 
and in some ways (more weight, less 
fun to drive) no advance at all. Just as 
Europe starts seriously to up die stakes in 
the small hatchback sector, so die way was 
clear for Japan's most impressive carmaker 
to respond — and go further. Instead, the 
new Civic is largely a cop-out. Of course, it 
will do the job for most owners. The pity is 
that Honda didn't do its job wife more 
fervor. 

Next: the Peugeot 406. 

Gavin Green is the editor of Car mag- 
azine. 


. North Pole: Still a Going Concern 


By Roger Collis 

International Herald Tribune 


H O! Ho! Ho! Yes. I 
have to admit that my 
organization is out- 
dated, especially for a 
worldwide delivery service. 
And we do have a problem in 
maintaining contact with our 
customers. But I think you’ll 
agree we still have a great deal 
of customer appeal! 

This is especially true among 
younger children coming into 
the market for fee first time, 
although we are losing business 
“off the top,” as it were, as 
children reach the age of 10 or 
thereabouts. It's the old 80-20 
role: You make 80 percent of 
sales among 20 percent of the 
population. But we have started 
a frequent-flier program to keep 
our more mature customers. 

I don’t want to appear cyn- 
ical, but our old-fashioned im- 
age is something we actively 
cultivate. Heritage is all the 
rage. Management by Nostal- 
gia (MBN) is what our con- 
sultants call it. Which is one 
good reason for keeping the 
Ho! Ho! Ho! (although we have 
updated the logo) along with 
my traditional dress and the 
reindeer. Mind you, 1 have had 
^to give up the white ermine 
^ linings to satisfy the conser- 
vation folk. Nylon is so much 
more practical anyway. And we 
have had some flak from the 
nnimfll rights lobby. No I don’t 
think feat reindeer pollute the 
upper atmosphere, do you? 

You're right, of course, that 
sleighs are not the most efficient 
means of transportation in the 
1990s. But the new 20-reindeer 
extended-range sleigh that we 
frm nph i into fee fleet in time for 
this Christmas, enables us to fly 
nonstop to Australia, traveling 
above the weather and commer- 
cial traffic. The trouble is we 
don’t show up on radar screens, 
which nukes it hazardous at low 
altitude with a full load. Nothing 
like as dangerous as dodging 
chimney pots in the old days 
mind you. I must say it’s worn 


seeing fee looks on airline pas- 
sengers’ faces as they flash past 
you on the way down. 

Distribution is still a prob- 
lem. We’re trying to improve it 
by bringing in toys by air 
freight from China to the re- 
gions. I’d say less than a third of 
toys are now made at our North 
Pole workshops. And we’ve ex- 
tended distribution points by 
appointing local Santas on a 
franchise basis. This has not 
only improved our cash flow 
but broadened our equity base 
and enables us to improve ser- 
vice in the underprivileged 

The Frequent Traveler 


parts of the world. All part of 
the social audit as you can see 
from our annual report. 

I get sick and tired of critics 
who say that because we only 
work one day a year we aren’t 
cost-efficienL Well, for one 
thing, we’re kept pretty busy all 
year round. I mean talk about 
shopping early for Christmas: 
We already have orders for next 
year. Then you have purchasing, 
manufacturing and management 
training. You won’t believe we 
sent a dozen senior elves to Har- 
vard Business School this year. 
(Harvard bad trouble believing 
it as well.) We lost half of them 
to headhunters. So if you come 
across any little men wife point- 
ed heads in your business 
you've got Santa to thank. 

Of course, we have been af- 
fected by the recession like ev- 
erybody else. This has meant 
cost-cutting right across fee 
board — except for fee board — 
on items like gift-wrapping, 
travel expenses and company 
sleighs. We’ve also introduced a 
pay freeze, which can be painful 
if you work at the North Pole. 

I'm expecting a vast im- 
provement in customer relations 
when we finally come on stream 
with our computerized present 
system. At the moment about 
half of all letters we receive go 
unanswered (much to parents' 
relief, I should say), and pre- 
sents occasionally get mixed up. 


I remember a little girl in Scotch 
Plains, New Jersey, got a “Star 
Wars ” outfit while the little boy 
next door had to cope wife a 
giant doll dressed in Tirolean 
dirndl. It took one of our reps 
ages to sortout 

Boys will be boys. One of our 
worst problems came when a 6 - 
year-old hacked his way into 
our previous system and helped 
himself — and his pals — to 
hundreds of presents. He was 
only found out when he started 
running a cash-and-carry toy 
business from the garage. I 
thought, “Ho! Ho! Ho! We can 
use relent like this.’’ So we got 
him to design our inventory- 
control software. 

Having an offshore bead- 
quarters has fiscal advantages 
as you’ll appreciate. Ho! Ho! 
Ho! Holdings is incorporated in 
Lapland as a charity and pays 
no rex on repatriated earnings. 
The Santa Claus Foundation is 
domiciled under Swiss law. 


A secret of our success has 
been an ability to constantly 
redefine our core business in 
contemporary terms. Should 
we continue in the business of 
distributing presents on a sea- 
sonal basis, start a package tour 
operation or get into executive 
sleigh charter? These are some 
of our current concerns. 


W HETHER I exist or 
not is the great on- 
going challenge. I 
can live wife the 
credibility gap between my 
prime target children and their 
parents. The problem is Fm 
finding it harder these days to 
believe in myself. But this is 
something all managers have to 
face sooner or later. 

Still I’m confident I shall be 
around forquite a while yeL You 
may find my management style 
more durable than people think. 

Happy Christmas, everyone. 
Ho! Ho! Ho! 


HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 


HOTELS 


Tr a i wfl tng to Warn , A ir t rt i rt • 

Stay aha Bait Wfesfem 


Tha fine hotel in a Btte Potato". Tlfc too 4- 
aar hoW ta a real tandmeik. butt ki 1684. 
Downtown location, next to Opora and 
Cattwfcal and main shopping moib. Fiiy 
remodeled: air condition. saieime-TV, 
taxmocnine In eacti room. Call BEST 
WESTERN, your trsvalngom, or direct 
-+43-1-512 77 510 

HOLIDAY RENTALS 
CARIBBEAN 

STJARTHHSMYjF.W.U. OVER 800 
PKVAIt VACATION VUA5 • brwdv 
front to hJbba wth pacta. Onr agent! 
hoe impeded cS via pmanir. 

Far Ksavaiom on Si Bam, St Mar- 

Vim mo _ Cod WWTO/SB- 
AJfTH - US. M 01 B 4 M 012 Ab M 7 - 
4290 . from RXnS cG 70 16 20 .- 
EN&AND 0400499-8318. 


-&A 


MARTHA’S VWEYARD 4 bedroom 
hone with pool, torn court, 2 ni 
irora bradt. 2 mda okMuq, Kgh 


vice. (2121 57M551 or Von Mehren 
725 Pork Aw, New Tort NY 10028. 

OLYMPIC RENTALS 


LOW COST 
FLIGHTS 

Worldwide 

look + book 
Internet: 
www.tiss.com 


i> i i IT 1 ! 1 1 f i I MB 


HOLIDAYS & TRAVEL 

KENYA/ TANZANIA, SAHUBS 
warn quota and parandaed nr- 
west Far 254-72XW3. 


HOTELS 


HOTS AL BUSTAN. &» of Berut 
5 star, data. Brnfftiand locator, 
warty, comfort, fine cuane, axwen- 
tonv noma wkh, xtoSta IV. 18 
min. tnxnfir bw# airport Free. UTHL 
Foe (1-2121 4781371 - (33-1] 47200007. 
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Christmas is, above all, 
about Peace on Earth. 




Everywhere on earth. 


We at Opel have been wishing our fellow Europeans a 
Merry Christmas for more than a century. Yet only in 
recent years have we been able to offer these greetings 
on a much larger scale, as global car makers. 

Opel is now present on five continents - we’ll add number 
six in ’96. And this year we expect to ship or assemble 
some quarter-million cars outside Western Europe. 

In addition, our designers and engineers are developing 


automobiles that can fully qualify as "world cars." The 
fun-to-drive Corsa, for example, is now on the highways of 
over 60 countries. The combination of distinctive design, 
a class-leading safety package and outstanding value for 
money, evidently knows no frontiers. 

Of course, this global presence includes quite a few coun- 
tries where Christmas is not a holiday at all, or even a 
season to be jolly. Still, as a company that takes its world- 




wide commitments to heart, we feel that this would be ; ^ 
an excellent time to wish all people of good will, wherever - : 
in the world they maybe, a Happy, Prosperous and , 
Peaceful New Year. i 
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l- AOip In the Road 

: 4=or years, Japanese carmakers built base models that were luxurious by other manufacturers' standards. 

So when market leader Toyota worried that sticker prices had grown too steep — stripped features this spring from the Corollas it sells 
Vt J^an, consumers rebeHecLToyota responded by restoring some of the appointments In a midyear replacement model. 



>BAS»UD£URY 

(left) 

The 1991 Corolla 
typified trie fuBy 
equipped, welt- 
appointed base 
models sold in 
Japan. 

debut October 1991 
BASE PRICE 1,095,000 
yen (In 1995 dollars, 
about $10,739) 



(W 

nraifr May 1995 
babe price 995,000 yen (In 
1995 doflars, about $9,759) 
C0ST-8AVMG CHANGES' 

■SJmptfed engine 
■AM mono racflo 
■Partiafly vinyl 
■Bumper left black 
instead of painted 
■Manual-control air 
conditioning 


UJXURY RESTORED 

(above) 

debut October 1995 
BASE PWCE 1,040,000 
yen (In 1995 dollars, 
about $10200) 



IMPROVEMENTS 

■ FuB fabric seats 

■ Day/night rearview 
mirror 

B Driver-side air bag 

■ Power windows 

■ Automatic locks 


Not at changes made m all models. 
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European Rivals 
Seen Readying 
Bid for CLT 


Cost Cuts Need a Scalpel Not an Ax 

Japanese Automakers Find Visibility Breeds Contempt 


By Andrew Pollack 

New York Times Service 


OUHnaSonM HmUTMaw 


TOKYO — The Toyota Corolla has 
been Japan’s best-selling car for 26 years. 
So when Toyota introduced a remodeled 
and lower-priced version of the car in May, 
it expected a big lift in sales. 

Biol sales have been disappointing, and 
TsutomuKusaka, a Toyota dealer in Yoko- 
hama, said he thought he knew why. The 
new Corolla not only is cheaper than the old 
one — it also “looks cheaper,” he said. 

Instead of painting the bumpers, Toyota 
left them Mack. Besides fhar, “the interior 
has become much poorer,” he said Toyota 
beard the complaints, and five months after 
it was introduced, die new Corolla was 
bom yet again, with power windows and 
locks and nicer seats. 

. Bat die tale of die new Corolla raised a 
warning flag for die rest of Japan’s au- 
tomobile industry as welL Faced with a 
prolonged econo mi c skimp at home and a 
strong yen making it more expensive to 
export, car manufacturers are racing to cot 
costs and prices to make their products 


more competitive. But as the fate of the 
Corolla shows; cutting costs too much — 
or too obviously — can backfir e, turning 
consumers off. If Japanese companies han- 
dle cost-cutting poorly, they could jeop- 
ardize their reputation for quality and cus- 
tomer satisfaction. 

“That is like walking on the tightrope.’ ’ 
Louis R. Hughes, executive vice president 
of General Motors Carp., said at the Tokyo 
Motor Show in October “It’s a very fine 
balance.” 

Nissan Motor Co. had the same problem 
as Toyota when it unveiled its remodeled 
subcompact, the Sunny, in 1994 without 
some features that had been available in the 
previous model. 

The equivalent American models have 
not been greatly affected by the scaling 
back in Japan. The American Corolla, 
manufactured in the United States and 
Canada, is different from its Japanese 
counterpart and is not due for a remodeling 
until 1997, and Nissan’s American division 
left the equipment on the cars it sells as 
Sentras virtually infant 
. So for, cost-cutting by Japanese com- 


panies has not led to any serious dete- 
rioration in the quality of die cars, as mea- 
sured by the number of defects or foe 
frequency of breakdowns. 

“The Japanese won’t take the risk of 
hurting their quality image,” said Chris W. 
Cedergren, senior vice president of Au- 
topacific Inc., a consulting company in 
Santa Ana. California. That he said, would 
“have a much more debilitating effect on 
their business than higher prices.” 

Rather, the problems of the Corolla and 
die Nissan Sunny came from the removal 
of standard and luxury features, including 
power windows, vanity minors, elegant 
upholstery and die like. In industry jargon, 
this is called de -contenting, or taking die 
content out of the car. 

Removing standard features is the sim- 
plest way to cut costs and prices but is not 
very effective in the longnm. More savings 
can be gained by designing the car to be 
inexpensive to manufacture, by speeding 
up development time or by improving as- 
sembly-line efficiency, “what we’re try- 

See Toyota, Page 17 


By Erik Ipsen 

International Herald Tribune 

LONDON — Growing spec- 
ulation that Compagnie Lux- 
embourgeoise de Telediffu- 
sion, the Luxembourg-based 
media company, was about to 
be sold gathered steam on 
Thursday with reports that Eu- 
rope’s largest media concern, 
Bertelsmann AG of Germany, 
was readying a $2 billion bid 
for the company in conjunction 
with two French concerns. 

The reports said that Bertels- 
mann ami the French compa- 
nies Canal Plus SA and Havas 
SA would each chip in 1 billion 
Deutsche marks ($694.4 mil- 
lion) in the bid. Their aim was 
said to be the creation of a pan- 
European television conglom- 
erate. 

Bertelsmann quickly denied 
the talk, although it did say that 
if CLT were to go on the block, 
it might be interested in buying 
it A spokesman for Groupe 
Bruxelles Lambert SA. which 
effectively owns the majority of 
CLT through a holding com- 
pany, noted that Bertelsmann 
was only the latest of many 
recently rumored buyers. He 
denied, however, that such a 
sale was “on the agenda.” 

CLT has been said to have 
struck die fancy of both Walt 
Disney Co. and Rupert Mur- 
doch’s News Corp. Bertels- 
mann's reported bid partner, 
Havas, already owns a large mi- 
nority state in CLT through a 
holding company. 

In the rapidly growing Eu- 
ropean television market, 
where huge profits are the prize, 
the price of entering the sector 
has been daunting. That factor 
has led to a tangled web of cross 
holdings between groups as Eu- 
ropean media moguls have 
sought the safety of joint ven- 
tures with partners in other ma- 
jor countries as a means of re- 


INTERNATIONAL STOCKS 


South Africa Prepares a Leap Forward 


By Donald G. McNeil Jr. - 

Nov York Times Service 

J OHANNESBURG — Probably no 
bourse in die worid is quite as naked 
about money worship as the Johan- 
nesburg Stock Exchange- Where oth- 
ers have a bell or a dock, it has twa huge 
bejeweled chalices modeled on those in a 
Roman temple. Between them is a waft of 
stained-glass windows represe n ti n g ran- 
ine, transportation and other mdusmes that 
make this foe richest country in Africa. , 
But soon this medievalism will be gone, 
replaced by the 21 st-centuxy version of foe 
same cathedral: an ex ch a n ge la a mam- 
frame, presiding over a far-flung con- 
gregation of computers. Twenty years af- 
ter Wall Street and 10 years after London, 
the world's 12th-largest stock exchange is 
in the middle of its own Bi£ Bisng. 

Critics have dismissed rl as foe Lit tl e 
Whimper, but others say that though the 
changes may not be original or earth-shak- 
ing, they signal big shifts in one of foe 
world's most insular economies. Even- 
tually, Sowh Africa may be changed as 
much economically as it has been po- 
litically. 

Phase 1 of the Big Bang began last 
month, when foreigners and South 
African banks and insurance comp anies 
were allowed to buy seats on the ex - 
change, no longer forced to go through foe 
clubbv group of 46 brokerage houses. 

Elc% en of those houses, eager to project 
themselves in die free-wheeling world to 
come, have already allied themselves to 


local banks or teen bought by Ame ri can, 
BtitishorSwissmstitutiosis.MenillLyixfo 
& Go. now controls the Davis Btakxnn 
Hare brokerage. Donaldson, Lufkin & 
Jeanette Inc. and Doley Securities Inc. 
have made overtures to others. 

The more important Phase 2 is sched- 
uled to begin March 1 with the abolition 
of fixed commissions. Commissions and 
taxes on buying and selling 10,000 rand 
($2,700) of stock now add up to about 
$126. la March, that will be negotiable, 
and foscount brokerage concerns presum- 
ably will spring up. 

Disclosure requirements will be 
strengthened, although they will not be as 
tough as in America, and the exchange 
floor itself, where each deal is recorded on 
chalkboards and. scribbled down on scrip, 
will be replaced by a computer. 

Now. r< You go stand under the board 
end scream the name of your stock as if it 
were fruit and vegetables,” said Colin 
Goldstein, a trader at Cahn Price Shapiro. 

That is part of what mates foe market 
feel tike a schoolyard. On a recent trading 
day, just before foe 1 PM. lunch break, a 
few laryngitis-proof brokers with ties as 
load as foeir voices were crying their 
wares. A few more were squinting at the 
chalkboards through binoculars. But foe 
biggest bnnefa was glued to television sets: 
A crick * * match a g ainst England was on. 

Yet foe trading-floor changes will be 
only cosmetic if they do not lead to bigger 
things. The officials who run the econ- 
omy are hoping the changes will increase 
the market’s liquidity, reduce secrecy and 


draw foreign capitaL 
Right now, nearly 80 percent of the 
stock of exchange-liked companies is in 
the bands of five conglomerates: Anglo 
American Corp., the Sanlam group of 
companies, the . Rembrandt group, the 
Liberty group and foe insurance concern 
SA Mutual. Individual investors are rare. 
Most burying is done by banks, pension 
funds and insurers — which are part of 
foe conglomerates — and by mutual 
funds. There are only 70 mutual funds — 
called unit trusts here — compared with 
about 5,300 in the United States. 

“The big institutions don’t sell,” Mr. 
Fisher said. If they did, it could take up to 
four years to unwind a big position. 

A study of foe liquidity of various ex- 
changes showed that an amount equal to 
between 30 percent and 40 percent of total 
maricci capitalization is traded annuall y in 
New York, London and Tokyo; in Jo- 
hannesburg. the figure is just 4 percent 
The market's concentration, said Beth 
Mandel, director of Morgan Stanley & 
Co.’s operations here, can be seen in foe 
way Morgan Stanley adjusts its value. The 
exchange says the total value of all foe 
companies it lists — normally a simple 
figure to calculate — is $270 billion. But 
because so many companies own big 
chunks of one another, Morgan Stanley’s 
Emerging Markets Index pegs its value at 
only $108 billion. 

This concentration has several causes. 
After harsh exchange controls were put in 

See BANG, Page 17 
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Congress Works Out Telecoms Bill 

Deregulation Likely to Spark Mergers, Fierce Competition 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

New York Times Sendee 

WASHINGTON — House and Senate 
negotiators have agreed on a sweeping bill to 
rewrite America’s communications laws 
from top to bottom, clearing the way for 
Congress to pass a final bill before the 
weeks nd- 

The agreement Wednesday night came 
after Republicans capitulated to Democrats 
on a variety of issues, and it means that the 
bill is virtually assured of passing Congress 
and being signed into law by President Bill 
Clinton. 

The new measure is likely to reshape the 
landscape of the entire communications in- 
dustry, eventually bringing new competi- 
tion for local telephone and cable-television 
monopolies, and almost certainly provok- 
ing a wave of mergers and alliances in the 
media and telecommunications industries. 

The essential purpose of the measure is 
to knock down regulatory barriers thar cur- 
rently separate the industry into protected 
fiefdoms for local telephone, long-distance 
and cable-television service. 

Advances in technology and rapid 
change in foe marketplace have made those 
terriers increasingly outdated. 

The bill would also impose tough new 
restrictions — bitterly opposed by civil- 
rights groups — against transmitting ma- 
terial considered “filthy, lewd or inde- 


cent’ ' over the Internet and commercial on- 
line services. It would also require tele- 
vision manufacturers to install a new chip 
aimed at letting parents block out violent 


bill that emerged on Wednesday is 
substantially more moderate than those 
passed by either foe House or the Senate, and 
is likely to be less jolting for consumers. 

But telephone and cable customers are 
likely to encounter choices and changes 
that will be far more bewildering than those 
that occurred after the Justice Department 
broke up foe Bell System in 1984. Local 
and long-distance telephone companies 
will start attacking each other’s markets 
with new packages of services, and are 
likely to offer video services as well. 

If foe possibilities are exhilarating, foe 
complexity is likely to be infuriating. 

In marathon negotiations behind closed 
doors, Republicans softened numerous pro- 
visions in the bill that would have greatly 
increased the number of television and radio 
properties a single company could own. 

Under pressure from Democrats, law- 
makers had already backed away from 
provisions to eliminate most regulation of 
cable-television prices. They agreed to 
keep most price restraints in place until 
March 1999. 

The most politically significant com- 
promise — and foe most unexpected — is a 
deal that appears to resolve the most in- 


tractable dispute in the entire measure: pro- 
visions to rewrite the antitrust consent de- 
cree that broke up foe old Bell System, and 
let the regional Baby Bell companies com- 
pete in the long-distance market 

AT&T Corp. and other long-distance 
carriers had bitterly opposed both the House 
and Senate bills, arguing that the Baby Bells 
should not be allowed into foe long-distance 
market until they faced greater competition 
in the local phone market. 

On Wednesday night executives of both 
AT&T and some Bell companies said the 
bill would be acceptable. To placate foe 
long-distance industry, lawmakers agreed to 
give the Justice Dep ar tme n t ai least a partial 
role in deciding when to let a Bell company 
enter die long-distance business. Lawmak- 
ers also gave long-distance companies a 
handful of technical concessions, which 
could give them a temporary advantage over 
the Baby Bells in offering packages of local 
and long-distance service. 

Local telephone and cable television 
companies are already upgrading their net- 
works so they can attack each other's mar- 
kets, although both industries have discov- 
ered that what seems simple in theory is 
turning out to be difficult and expensive in 
practice. Long-distance carriers such as 
AT&T, MCI Communications Corp. and 
Sprint Corp., meanwhile, are spending bil- 
lions of dollars to build capacity for offering 
traditional and wireless local service. 
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Polygram Faces 
Metromedia Bid 
For Goldwyn 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Hours 
after PolyGraiu NV agreed to 
buy the Samuel Goldwyn Co.’s 
film and TV library, Metrome- 
dia International offered to buy 
foe entire independent film 
company in a $115 million 
package. 

The $5-a-share offer made to 
Goldwyn late Wednesday 
eclipses PolyGram’s $62 mil- 
lion offer for Goldwyn ’s film 
library, which includes “The 
Madness of King George” and 
“Much Ado About Nothing." 

With 8.49 million shares out- 
standing, Metromedia would 
pay $42-5 million for Gold- 
wyn’s stock and assume $72.9 
million in debt for a total price 
of$l 15.4 million. 

Metromedia said it would 
combine the Samuel Goldwyn 
Co. with its Orion Pictures. 

“We aim to bring together 
two existing libraries,” said 
Stuart Subomick. Metromedia 
vice chairman, adding there 
would about 2,000 titles. 
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during risk and maximizing 
clout in what remain national 
television markets. 

The biggest prize within 
CLT, for instance, is its German 
television operation, which 
contributes 70 percent of its an- 
nual revenue. Among its hold- 
ings, the most valuable is its 
stake in RTL, foe German pri- 
vate television network, of 
which Bertelsmann already 
holds 37 per cent. Last year, in 
only its second year of oper- 
ation, RTL had claimed one- 
third of Germany’s total tele- 
vision advertising revenues. 

In addition to Bertelsmann's 
links with CLT through RTL, it 
also has tie-ins to Canal Plus, 
which in turn is 24 percent 
owned by Havas. Both Bertels- 
mann and f^nal Plus have in- 
vested in the German television 
channel. Vox. They are also 
collaborating on the production 
of digital television decoders. 

For Bertelsmann, second on- 
ly to Time Warner Inc. in the 
rankings of global media com- 
panies, television rem ains a 
small part of its overall busi- 
ness. Its recorded-music arm, 
BMG Ariola Musik GmbH, and 
its bote-publishing group, each 
account for nearly one-third of 
its revenues. BMG is foe 
world's fifth-laigest music 
company. Its book empire now 
includes Bantam Doubleday 
Bell Publishing Group Inc. of 
the United States. 

Andrea Kirkby, an analyst at 
Daiwa Research Institute, said 
Bertelsmann’s electronic-me- 
dia businesses were “still only 
marginally profitable.” She at- 
tributed the poor earnings to the 
scale of investment Bertels- 
mann had poured into new ven- 
tures in the sector. In contrast, 
CLT has had a record of strong 
profit growth in recent years. In 
1994 it posted net profit of 3.3 
billion Luxembourgeois francs 
($11.3 million). 
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California Power to Go Competitive 



By Agis Salpukas 

Aflrw For* Times Service 


California consumers would be the first 
in the United States to be able to choose 
which electric utility to patronize as a result 
of a decision by the California Public Util- 
ities Commission. 

But the decision, in a 3-to-2 vote on 
Wednesday, calls for setting up an elaborate 
system to give the state’s own utilities time 
to adjust to competition and to recover huge 
costs they would incur in the process. 

Under the decision, the state would set 
up an independent power pool by 1998 that 
would buy power from the lowest-cost 
producers and then resell it to the state's 
utilities. The goal is to bring down the cost 
of power in the state. 

California has some of the highest rates 
in the country, averaging 10.28 cents a 
kilowatt-hour — about 50 percent higher 
than the national average. 

Out-of-state, low-cost utilities and in- 
dependent power producers could compete 


with the California utilities to sell power to 
the pool, run by an independent operator. 

The in-state utilities would buy the pow- 
er and pass it on to their customers at no 
added cost They would also turn over the 
control of their transmission systems to the 


independent operator. 
The radict 


radical revamping of the industry 
may not lead to lower rates for many cus- 
tomers in the short terra, but the hope is that 
rates will foil as the system evolves. 

One reason that major rate reductions 
are not expected in the early phases is that 
customers will have to offcer some of the 
huge costs that will be incurred by the 
utilities as they become competitive. 

Daniel Fessler. the commission’s pres- 
ident, said in San Francisco that the state's 
utilities would have to phase out plants that 
would no longer be cost-efficient 
Another major cost to be recovered in- 
volves the long-term contracts under which 
utilities must buy power from independent 
producers at prices much higher than those 
on the wholesale markeL 


The proposal adopts many key elements 
of a compromise reached in the foil by 
various groups, including the Southern Cal- 
ifornia Edison Co., one of the stale’s largest 
utilities; some major consumer and industry 
groups; a major environmental group, aim 
the independent power producers. 

Since the moves would have such wide 
impac t, die commission said it would seek, 
to build consensus with the state legis- 
lature, the governor, the utilities and con- 
sumers, all of whom could influence the 
outcome. The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, which oversees die industry, 
will also play a role in the changes. 

The commission's decision is expected 
to speed efforts in other stales, including 
New York, to break down the monopolies 
that utilities have long enjoyed. 

But the step is also filled with uncer- 
tainties. Many in the industry and those 
who follow it contend that large industrial 
customers may get the benefits of lowrates 
before smaller users see their bills go down 
substantially. 


Profit Expectations 

Give the Dow a Lift 


Bloomberg Business Neves 

NEW YORK — U.S. Stocks 
rallied on Thursday, led by 
United Technologies, amid re- 
newed confidence that most 


companies' quarterly profits 
would meet expectations. 

m roiVMtC 


Positive earnings reports 
from Brodeiburid Software and 
3Com Corp. suggested to in- 
vestors that fourth-quarter earn- 
ings would come in on target, 
analyses said. 

“The underlying trends that 
have been driving this year’s* 
rally are still in puce: declining 
interest rates with an economy 


US, STOCKS 


cents a share from 57 cents a 
year ago, 2 cents higher than 
4stiniates.Brodcrbund's shares 
rose 6 5/8 to 60 1/2. 

“Their sales are still pretty 
good in a difficult environ- 
ment.” said David Farina, an 
analyst at William Blair & Co. 

3Com, a maker of computer- 
nerworiring products, said prof- 
it from operations rose to 37 
cents a share in its second quar- 
ter, up from net income of 27 
cents a year ago. 3 Corn's stock 
rose 2 1/2 to 44 1/8. 

Investors read more into 
3Com’s earnings, and what 
they might mean for other com - 


& 

& 

.jfj- 


p uter equipment makers, be- 
cause of remarks company of 


Source: Bloomberg. Reuters 
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Coke Shares Fizzle Despite Stock Split 


Very briefly: 


U.S. Decries Tokyo Trade ‘Barriers 9 

WASHINGTON (Reuters.) — A top U.S. trade official said 
Thursday that Eastman Kodak Co. and other foreign film companies 
have trouble penetrating Japan *s film market due to various barriers 
and that government discussions on the issue are warranted. 

“The central role played by the Japanese government in 
creating these barriers, and subsequently tolerating anti -com- 
petitive practices in this sector, makes this a govemment-to- 
govemment trade issue, not merely a fight between two com- 
panies,' 'said Ira Shapiro, a U.S. trade negotiator. 

A U.S. government spokesman said the statement was issued in 
response to a Fuji filing saying an independent market survey had 
proven “conclusively" that Kodak’s charges were “a sham." 


Bloomberg Business News 

ATLANTA — Coca-Cola Co. said 
Thursday it expected international ship- 
ments of its drinks to rise by 5 percent in the 
fourth quarter, below most analysts* ex- 
pectations. 

The news overshadowed the board's ap- 


gaxn in international volume, compared 
with a gain last year of 13 percent. That 
means Coca-Cola, which gets about 80 
percent of its profit bom sales outside die 


United States, will probably report fourth- 
quarter earnings at the low end of forecasts. 


proval of a two-for-one stock split, its first 
in three years, and of a Si 3 billion capital 


spending plan for 1996. the largest in- 
vestment program ever for the world's 
largest maker of soft drinks. 

Analysis had been expecting a 7 percent 


analysts said. 

Shares of Coca-Cola fell $1375, to close 
at $72,875. on Thursday in heavy volume. 

For the year, Coca-Cola said it expected 
per-share earnings to rise by the “upper- 
teens-to-20 percent range." 

The company said it still expected in- 


ternational shipments to rise by 8 to 9 
percent this year, in line with its traditional 
target for gams of 8 to 10 percent. 

Coca-Cola’s capital spending figure is 
36 percent higher than die $1.1 billion 
budgeted for capital spending this year, the 
company's previous record nigh. 

The funds will be used for a number of 
projects, none of which will exceed $85 
million, the company said Those projects 
are scheduled to include a new production 
plant in Russia and a cold-drink equipment 
program in Brazil. 


•Goldman Sachs Group LP. coming off its third-best year ever, 
is considering a public share offer, said Chairman Jon S. Corzine, 
in Goldman's fust public acknowledgment of the debate within 
the 127-year old partnership over whether to go public. 


A Cautious Rate Cut Helps the Franc 


•Quaker Oats Co. will post a loss of 35 cents to 45 cents a share 
in its second financial quarter as it continues struggling to make its 
costly Snapple Beverage acquisition pay off. The loss will reflect 
55 million Oi 


a $55 million operating loss at Snapple in the quarter as well as a 
$40 million pretax charge to restructure the business, which 
Quaker Oats bought for $1.7 billion a year ago. 


Canjtiloi ftv Otar Stiff Fran Daptgdtn 

NEW YORK — The French franc rose 
Thursday as the Bank of France cut one of hs 
key rates for the second time this week. 

The rate cut came as the government 
started discussions with labor unions and 
employers on how to create jobs, reduce 
the workweek and revive the economy. 
The quarter-point cut in the Bank of 


Bank of Switzerland, said the central 
bank's decision not cut its intervention rate, 
which sets the floor for borrowing costs, 
showed the central bank was “being cau 


major currencies, meanwhile, as traders 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


nous" and that it is “testing how far it can 


of progress in 
ashington. 

1.4387 DM from 
nfrom 101.725.fi 
from 1.1549. 
to $13416 from 


•Westinghouse Corp. said it signed adefmitive agreement to sell 


France's 5-to- 10-day securities repurchase 
rate, to 5.85 percent, follows Monday's 


go in cutting rates*' to help the economy. 

sured franc holders. 


the Knoll Group, its office furnishings unit, to Warburg Pincus 
Ventures LP for $565 million in cash. 


Bloomberg 


quarter-point cut in the bank’s floor mon- 
ey-market rate to 4.45 percent. 

Herman Theiler, an analyst at Union 


Such caution reasst 
and the dollar slipped to 4.93 10 francs from 
4.9405. In Paris, the marie fell to 3.4346 
francs from 3.4405. 

The dollar edged higher against other 


cautiously waited for 
budget negotiations in 
The dollar rose to 
1.4368, and to 101.775 
rose to 1.1570 Swiss 
The pound slipped 
$13418. 

“The key at the moment is the locus on 
tbe budget talks," said Kail Hafligan. vice 
president of strategic trading at CUC Bank. 
“Everyone is going to be eyeing die talks 
to see if they can come to an agreement” 
(AFX. Bloomberg) 


that’s not falling off the edge,” 
said Scott Swanson, an equities 
analyst at Roger Engemann & 
Associates. 

The Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage gained 3731 points, to 
close at 5,09633. The 30- stock 
average is down 1.65 percent 
this week. Advancing stocks 
led decliners on the New York 
Stock Exchange by nearly a 3- 
to-2 ratio. 

The benchmark 30-year 
Treasury bond gained 15/32, to 
110 25/32, nudging the yield 
down to 6.10 percent from 6.12 
percent on Wednesday. 

Rising stocks were led by 
United Technologies, which 
added almost 10 points to the 
Dow, climbing 3 1/4 to 95 7/8. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index climbed 455 to 610.49, 
recapturing most of its 5.99- 
point drop on Wednesday. 
Drug, shoe, retail, communi- 
cations equipment and con- 
struction companies posted the 
biggest gains. 

Computer, equipment and 
software shares rose after the 
encouraging earnings reports 
from Broderbund and 3Com 
were released. 

The Nasdaq, filled with soft- 
ware and semiconductor com- 
panies such as Intel and Mi- 
crosoft, leaped 1537, or L5 
percent, to 1,040.64. 

Broderbund. a maker of ed- 
ucational software, stud after 
the dose on Wednesday that its 
first-quarter earnings rose to 73 


facials made afterward, analysts 
said. “3Com made positive 
comments about tbe industry” 
in a conference call with an- 
alysts, said Randall Yuen, an 
analyst at Oppenbeuncr & Co. 

United Technologies rose af- 
ter an Oppenheimer & Co. an- 
alyst, Michael Bunyaner, raised 
his rating on the maker of Otis 
elevators and Pratt & Whitney 
aircraft engines to ‘'outper- 
form” . from “market per- 
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form." Tbe com^ny’s shares 


rose 3 1/4 to 95 
Among other computer 
stocks, LBMrose 1 1/2 to 90 7/8, 
Hewlett-Packard gained 3/4 to 
83 7/8, Sun .^Microsystems 
gained 7/8 id 47 ami Informix 
climbed 4 to 293/4- 
Shares of UAL Corp. 
plunged 17 7/8 to 180 1/8 on 
concern the company’s earn- 
ings would not meet expecta- 
tions, after CS First Boston 
Cdip. lowered its recommen- 
dation to “hold” from “buy.” 
UAL's slump sent the Dow 
Jones transportation average 
tumbling 47.71 points, to 
1960.67. 

Other big losers among air- 
line. stocks were. AMR Corp-, 
the parent al American Air- 
tines, which fell 2 3/8 to73 3/4 
tbe (foyafteran American flight 
to Cali, Colombia, crashed. 

Boeing stock fell Ll/4 to 76 
3/4; Delta Air Lines Inc. fell 2 
3/8 to 74 5/8: and Southwest 
Airlines Co. weakened 7/8 to 23 
7/8. - 
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Fokker Reaches 
Wage-Cut Pact 
With Its Unions 


SufFtan Dnpurta 

^AMSTERDAM — Fokker 
said Thursday it had 
Inched an agreement with 
®we unions that would help it 
save 10 percent of its annual 
wage costs. 


reach about 35 million guilders 
($21.7 million) next year, said 
Rombout Klinken, a Fokker 
spokesman. 

The agreement was part of 
the so-called Fokker 2000 cost- 
cutting plan, launched in Febru- 
ary, which mandated the elim- 

Allianz Posts Rise 
In Income, Says 
Profit ‘ Improved ? 

Caaplfd In Our Sutf Fran Dtspaxhes 

FRANKFURT — Allianz 
AG Holding, Europe's largest 
insurer, said Thursday its pre- 
mium income rose 5 percent in 
the first nine months of the year, 
while profit “improved" amid 
cost-cutting in the absence of 
major natural disasters. 

Premium income rose to 52J. 
billion Deutsche marks ($36.2 1 
billion), compared with 49.7 
DM in the year-ago period. 

Allianz said its German busi- 
ness was bun by weak demand, 
and its U.S. life-insurance busi- 
ness was hit by slow demand 
for pension funds, sending pre- 
miums ai Allianz Life of North 
America down 41 percent, to 
2.5 billion DM. 

Income would have been 
higher, were it not for the surge 
of the mark against most major 
currencies, the company said. 
Allianz did not release specific 
numbers for its profit in the 
nine-month period. 

The company's California- 
based unit. Fireman's Fund In- 
surance Co. will post a loss be- 
cause of an $800 million al- 
location to environmental- 
damage reserves. Apart from 
that measure. Fireman's Fund 
would have shown an improved 
result for 1995, Allianz said. 
Allianz shares rose 1 DM, to 
28-38 DM. 

( Bloomberg , Reuters ) 


illation of 1.760 jobs, or almost 
25 percent of me company's 
work force, by 2000. Two 
Dutch plants are also to be 
phased out. 

Fokker, which has lost more 
than 1.56 billion guilders since 
1992, said the agreement with 
the FNV, CNV, Uirie and VHP 
trade unions would result in a 
“structural reduction” of wage 

costs until 1999. 

Fokker has said the 2000 
plan is aimed at reducing the 
price of its planes, making the 
company, which is 51 percent 
owned by Daimler-Benz 
Aerospace AG of Germany, 
competitive. 

Fokker’ s huge losses over 
the past three yeans have de- 
pleted its cash reserves, ren- 
dering it incapable of paying its 
bills without help from Daim- 
ler. Last week, Fokker said the 
German company would con- 
tinue to offer financial support 
after Jan. 1. Daimler had pre- 
viously said it would guarantee 
Fokker’s bills only through the 
end of this year. 

Analysts said the extension 
would give Daimler and the 
Dutch government time to work 
out a rescue plan for the aircraft 
maker. 

Fokker said the reduction in 
wage costs could be achieved 
without resulting in lower net 
salaries for its workers. It 
added, however, that wage in- 
creases agreed to in 1994 would 
not be implemented at the end 
of this year, and that workers 
would return to a 38-hour work 
week. Unions had previously 
negotiated shorter work weeks 
in order to save jobs. 

Fokker is one of the world's 
largest manufacturers of medi- 
um-range aircraft It makes two 
versions of turboprop planes, 
the F-50 and F-60, and two jet- 
liners. the F-70 and the F-100. 

Fokker shares closed Thurs- 
day at 8.8 guilders, un- 
changed 

Separately. Fokker said it 
had reached an agreement to 
sell 50 percent of its Fokker 
Space & Systems unit to the 
uranium-enrichment company. 
Ultra Centrifuge Nederland 
NV. Terms were not disclosed 
(Bloomberg, AP. Reuters) 


London Entrepreneurs AIM High 

New Exchange Is Launching Pad for Small Firms 


By Fred Barbash 

Washington Post Service 

LONDON — If you’re shopping for 
Eurobonds or derivatives, London's fa- 
bled financial district, known as die City, 
is die place to look. If your game is 
foreign exchange by the billions, the trad- 
ing there is great. 

But an investor Looking for smad 
young companies with big ambitions tra- 
ditionally has found relatively slim pick- 
ings in London. 

To remedy that situation, meet the 
City's newest stock market: the Alter- 
native Investment Market, or AIM. 

Created in June specifically to list small 
companies — those that are too small and 
too new to qualify for the London Stock 
Exchange — AIM is Britain's belated 
answer to the National Associaton of Se- 
curities Dealers Automated Quotations 
system, the successful, 25 -year-old shop- 
ping mall for investors looking for com- 
panies with room to grow. 

Unlike Nasdaq — which competes 
with the New York and American stock 
exchanges and has overtaken all of die 
world's stock exchanges except the 
NYSE in dollar volume — AIM is owned 
and operated by the London Stock Ex- 
change. 

Like Nasdaq, however, AIM hopes to 
provide a respectable launching pad in 
London for the business world’s young 
and restless. 

While it is too soon to speculate about 
the success of AIM, it has attracted. 116 
companies since June, when it opened 
with 10. It now has its own proud, small- 


The listed companies have little in 
common as businesses. They sell prop- 
erty, pet supplies, telecommunications 
services and equipment, insurance and 


entertainment. They brew beer, produce 
children's films and mine gold There is 
no dominant theme. 

What they share is youth, small size, a 
need for capital and general ineligibility 
for listing on the London Stock Ex- 
change, the so-called official list. The 
conditions for making the official list 
include being in business under the same 
management for three years. 

AIM will take brand-new firms, as 
long as they pay the fee (about $3,800 in 
the first year) and can retain an adviser, 
essentially a sponsor, chosen from a list of 
established financial-services firms cer- 
tified by the London exchange. That re- 
quirement — along with conventional 
rales of disclosure for publicly traded 
companies — is designed to reassure 
investors about the viability and integrity 
of AIM-listed firms. Scrutiny for com- 
pliance with securities regulations is pro- 
vided by the staff at the London Stock 
Exchange. 

So far. according to Theresa Wallis, 
chief operating officer of AIM, listed 
companies have raised a total of about 
$1 15 million through flotation mi AIM. 
While the amount may seem small, it is 
$1 15 million that the companies did not 
have before. Moreover, many of the firms 
are using the money as so-called seed 
capital to raise even more from other 
sources. 

Euro Sales Finance PLC, for example, 
was a brand-new company that needed 
about $38 million to get started in fac- 
toring — providing commercial financ e 
to other companies. Ian Fitz-Harris, chief 
executive of Euro Sales, said the com- 
pany used AIM to raise about one-fifth of 
the total That, in turn, enabled itto get the 
rest from a syndicate of banks. 

Banks, he said, were receptive not only 
because of the seed money raised, but 


because “we 'could get a quote" — a 

newspaper listing. 

The chief alternative source of funds 
for such businesses are venture-capital 
firms. But venture capitalists, said Mr. 
Fitz-Harris and other executives with 
AIM-listed firms, often demand exces- 
sive involvement In the' running ofa busi- 
ness. Plus, he said, “venture capitalists 
seem to want a very large stake" — a 
particularly unappealing demand for en- 


For Winchester Multimedia PLC. a 
Bbrningham-based producer of chil- 
dren’s films, music and television pro- 
grams, listing on . AIM is only the be- 
ginning of an international money-raising 
campaign to finance mtemanonar dis- 
tribution of products. 

“We went into AIM because we do not 
have a three-year record," said Gary 
Smith, Winchester’s chief financial of- 
ficer. “As soon as we do," he said, 
“we'll look at the full market'.' 

Indeed, that desire to graduate to the 
so-called full market is one of the many 
differences between Nasdaq sod AIM 
Nasdaq firms mostly have stayed with 
Nasdaq, even as they, and it, have become 
giants — though there are prominent ex- 
ceptions. 

Mr. Wallis hopes the same will be true 
of AIM, but some analysts here believe 
that AIM, as an offshoot of tire London 
Stock Exchange, may always be con- 
sidered minor League, with those com- 
panies that prosper always seeking an 
upgrade. 


competition from a new, Brussels-based 
exchange for growth companies called 
EASDAQ, a pan-European version of 
Nasdaq, from which it draws its name and 
a formal partnership. That market is slat- 
ed for launch in September 1996. 
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Bloomberg Business News 

MORRISTOWN, New Jersey — AT&T 
Corp. said Thursday its AT&T Network 
Systems unit would buy Philips Electron- 
ics NV’s wireless-phone equipment busi- 
nesses based in France and Germany. 

The companies said they expected to 
complete the deal in early 1996. bat they 
refused to give financial details. 

The purchase expands AT&T’s presence 
in the European market, where it formed an 
alliance last year with Uni source, a venture 
of phone companies in the Netherlands, 
Spain, Sweden and Switzerland. 

Hie deal will also strengthen die Net- 
work Systems unit as AT&T prepares to 


sell it to the public under plans to split into 
three companies. Under the spinoff plan, 
announced in September, the company is to 
sell a 15 percent stake in Network Systems 
to the public in the first half of 1996. 

“AT&T is hying to fill all of their 
product gaps. They want to own equipment 
from soup to nuts — everything from 
switches to handsets,” said Albert Lin, an 
analyst at Cowen & Co. 

The businesses include a global work 
force of about 3,500 and sales organizations 
in 25 countries. 

Philips is selling the assets to concen- 
trate on products for personal communi- 
cations services, the next generation of 


wireless communications. 

* Philips shares closed 20 cents higher, at 
58-50 guilders {$36.20) on the Amsterdam 
stock exchange, while in New York. AT&T 
closed unchanged, at $65,125. 

■ SAP Joins Forces With Telekom 

SAP AG said Thursday it planned a joint 
venture with Deutsche Telekom AG to 
make software for telecommunications 
companies, Bloomberg reported from 
Walldorf, Germany. 

The venture, subject to approval by com- 
petition authorities, will fink the leading 
European software maker with Europe's 
largest telecom company. 


Very briefly; 

•Snuthkline Beecham PLC said it had agreed to pay 203 million 
Deutsche marks ($141.3 million) to buy Abtei Pharma- Ver- 
triebs GmbH, Germany ’s leading mass marketer of grocery over- 
the-counter drags. Snuthkline said that the purchase would make 
it Germany’s leading consumer healthcare company. 

•The European Commission broadened its investigation into 
the £1.25 billion <S1.93 billion) merger of the South African 
platinum units of Lonrfao PLC and Gencor Ltd. due to fears that 
it would constrain competition. The commission, which launched 
an initial probe last month, opened a second-stage investigation 
that coula last as long as four months. 

•Britain’s economy grew by 0.4 percent in the third quarter of the 
year for an annual rate of 2. 1 percent, according to figures released 
by the Central Statistical Croce. GDP had risen by 0.5 percent in 
the second quarter for an annual rate of 2.8 percent 

•Union Bank of Switzerland said it would pay 180 million Swiss 
francs ($155.9 million) to buy Appenzell-Ausserrhodische 
Kantonaibank. a Swiss cantonal bank, joining Swiss Bank Corp. 
and Credit Suisse in absorbing small regional banks in order to 
boost its market share. 

•Tdeftofca de Esparia SA said it agreed to sell its 5.84 percent 
stake in the AT&T Corp. unit AT&T Network Systems In- 
ternational for 654 billion pesetas ($53.7 million) to AT&T 
International. Telefdnica said it expected to post capital gains of 
“over 3.6 billion pesetas." 

•Mannesmann AG, die German engineering and telecommu- 
nications company, said that the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission had approved conversion of the company's Amer- 
ican depositary receipts to sponsored shares. The change, ef- 
fective Dec. 20, means that buyers of Mannesmann ADRs mil pay 
reduced commissions and automatically receive more infor- 
mation about the company. 

•Rolls-Royce PLC said it appointed John Rose, managing di- 
rector of its aerospace division, to the post of chief executive, 
beginning on April 30 when Sir Terence Harrison retires. 

AFP. AFX. Bloomberg. Reuters 
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Patriot Am Hospital „ 48 12-29 1-30 


2? W* HS - reverse stock SPLIT 

736 ISV. 15 15% <% Coneatlncl brSmiiL 

| ^ fs •"? 

932 7% 7Vl» 7V. * % mrurm . 

731 *% 7'd 9% -% - _ IHCR E AS EP 

m % v, % _ SiwaoEdbon O 47 1-10 2-1 

II* 8% 8% 9% — % HWoham iwftut O jx 1-11 1-22 

418 13 12% 12% »% UnCorp q t* i.u 1.31 

in 2 % 2 % 3% -% MoimSfaHmd X jia 1339 1-9 


MWn 
□ebnono Pit 
F edOne 


REGULAR 

!4 

a .11 

O 425 
5 -575 


n> 2 * 1-7 

12-26 13-29 


usaiosa 

US Blowl 

US Cell 

Urahfltl 

VKMAflO 

VKSdS 

VREpiis 

Viatom 

Viaca _ 

VtacriC 

VocwlE 

VHronic 

VDyAZ 


WRIT 

Wabcoind 

WlRE'r 

WBshTc 

vnrcKKsT 

oewisTch 

XCLLW 

Xvtron 


2418 13 12% 12% 

108 3% 9% 2% 

122 5% 5% 5Vi 

305 % V„ % 

1440 7 'ft tfVu 7% 

6W 56 J5'4 25% 

3416 16% IS 1 : 25% 

882 MV,, U« !’/, 

1M *u JV K 

145 1% 3% 3% 

132 |i»u 1% 1% 

13861 i V,, 4>Vb S% 

577 14. 1% 

100 33% 33% 33V. 


. INCREASED 

Saa wo Edison O 47 J-JO W 

HWoJnni iRBfflut O JX 1-11 1-22 

9 j*® W3 1-31 
fltemsfc Hrrid M .1543 13-29 1-9 

NewEngtadConunA. Q B55 1240 2-1 


PR 

PodnaleRii 
SCIRnLLCA. 

sSnaPoe 

akcA, 




■38*1 W, €V U S% lira 

577 14. 1% . % 

100 33% 33% 33V. —V. 

<06 21a 3% 2% — 

151 11% 11% 11% -iS 

211 10% 104. 10% 

317 2% TA Z% _ 

1131 44% 44% 44% — % 

'W *5% 44% 45% 

239B TVu 2*1. TV* _ 


ISO 

2 % 

7'<i 

7V W 



l»% 

12 % 

17% 

»% 

IM 

12 % 

12 % 

131* 

-% 

Ui 

17% 

17% 



48* 

14% 

14% 

14% 



4% 

SWu 

«H 


265 

739 

lift 

10 % 

1 % 

10 % 







672 

17% 

17 
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1 %* 
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Stock Tables Explained 

Sales fHWriH are wwffldaL Yearly Mote and tows reftacJ me pnrvloos S3 weeKo 
DIUS tee cur rent week, but not Hi* Mlwt trading dcr*. WDora a split or afoefc dMdend 
amounting to 25 porcent or more hoe boon paid, the war's hWvtow ranpe end 
dwtdend an shewn tor the new stocks antv. Unless offwrvriae noted, rates of dM- 
dends are annual cnsburseflienfs bCUrt on the Idlest dedaratlan. 
a— dividend oisa extra (s|. h— annual rate of dividend plus stock dMdond. c— 
llauldatimidlvIdeiid.cM—aaiifdLd— new yearly Icw.e—dMdand declared or paid 
In nrecedlne 72 months, t— annual rule. inereeMd an last deckmiHnLff— dtvMend 
to Canadian funds, sublect to 15% non-residence tax. I— dividend declared after 
sMif -up or sfodcdhddend. 1 — dividend paid this year, omltttdrdtftiTML or no action 
token of latest dividend mfettnB.k— dividend declared or MM Ihls ycar.oflaccu- 
Issue with dividends in arrears, n — new Issue in the past 52 weeks. The 
man- low ranse beffka wttn tfw start of tradlnp. n«— next dar delivery, p— I nitial 
dlvWMd. p/H— price-earrings ratio, r— dhridena dectendarpoM In precetfno B 
m«irt& phis stock dhtMend. s — stock spill. DFvhtond iMfllns with dot* of flpllt. «h — 
uWLt— dividend MM In Stock in preceding 12 months, estimated cosh value on m- 
aivldeM or ex-dbtrfeuftort Onto, e— new yearly hist), v— rredtog hotted, vf— In 
tonknipicy or recelversnto or bebto rsaraanfzM under the Bankruptcy Acf, or 
•Kurlites assumed hy such eomponWk wd - when durrtouted. wl— wfwn Issued. 
WW“rt1tf warrants, x- ex-dividend or eN-nehfs. JHtts—ex^strUwflan. xw— 
without warrants, y — ex-dlvWcnd and sates In full. rM— yield, z— sales In full. 


Livestock 

CATTLE (CMER) 

40400 Wfc- CM nr B. 

Otc95 6740 6645 5737 +030 14T7 

Fob 96 6737 67.15 6737 — 0J» 3ftZI0 

Apr 96 031 67.03 67.73 -0JDS 16^32 

JUnM 6332 6345 63.17 +BJ12 8.9*4 

Aw *6 6230 62.10 62.15 — Oj02 1*12 

Oato 6372 6347 6332 -0.10 1320 

Est. Writs 7412 Wed's, solei 9,136 
Wad's oponW 65414 off 126S 

FEEDBI CATTLE (CMBO 
5O0W8&- cents per b. 

Junto 6345 6125 6342 +0.10 3488 

Mw9* 61-85 6140 6147 +112 4,922 

Apr 96 6140 61^0 «40 tfeat 7373 

May » 61 JO 61 JO 61 JIS ■ S-20 1.656 

Aub 96 <115 6300 6100 +0JB 1467 

Sep 96 6272 +007 214 

Estsetos NA TAM’S. sides 1475 

wemopeninr 14461 up 93 

Hosscawau 

«me^ai«wb. 

OK« <775 *7-00 47,25 — «L30 935 

ftfaM 49-60 49 JS +01B 11872 

Apr** 49,25 4172 4930 +113 7,122 

Junto 5445 5443 +0.75 5,770 

JUIM S3JI S3M 5172 +007 2J28 

AuaM 5247 52.15 5242 —0^3 1422 

Est. ados 340 Wed’s, sates 5*731 
Wad'S open W 34439 Off «n 

PORK BBJUBS COWER) 

40400 tes.- ohpspv b. 

FeD 9* 5972 5845 5973 —022 5,133 

Mar 96 5945 5847 59.70 -JU? 1/ffl 

MOVW 6040 5945 5970 -045 502 

JK96 6170 6050 60J0 -440 S18 

Ana to SUO 5872 5872 -4JD 174 

Est. soles 2741 Wets'*, sates 2741 
Wetft open W 745? up 79 


OXXMCNCSE) 

lDmotrtclara-lperm 

MVW 1279 1261 1262 -9 37,371 

May 96 1X1 1290 1264 —9 16,146 

JUt 96 132S 1301 1311 —5 5403 

Sep 96 1342 1327 1X2 -6 9457 

DOCK 1362 1360 1359 -6 8.106 

Est. series SAB Md'&utes 
WteTs open ter 81738 off 299 

COFFEBCMCSE) 

9406 wl- anR per w. 

Mar 96 9730 900 9470 +1J» I9J31 

May to 96.10 9340 9570 +1J0 4JM 

JKM 95.25 9AJJQ 9 i® +075 1411 

Sep *6 9S70 947S MTS +070 IfiU 

Est. sales 7414 WBfi KriBS I7M 
Wed's Open inf 27477 up 890 

SUGAR-WORLD 11 <NCSQ 

112409 Iba^oEfib Per to 

Mar 96 1145 1140 1144 +0dM B348T 

May 96 1172 11JB 11.15 +406 25TB 

Jut 96 tan hub 1040 — aoe imb* 

0096 «W6 10J» 70.10 —401 18,945 

Est-Hriss 20444 Werfi-Kries 14,922 
Wad's Open irt 1SBT37 up 2S5S 


■eiic>'Aa 


GOLD 1NCNK) 

M 0 Im op- dgAai par injy oi. 

Dec 95 38840 36740 3B7JG — (L90 171 

Junto 388. W — osb 

Feb W 3MJH 388.10 388JB ~4SM 54,186 

Apr to 39140 389.90 OTLM -048 15492 

Junto 39150 39240 39140 -040 2X179 

AUO M 3M40 -AEfl 4337 

OCtM . 39640 — 080 

Dec 96 39*70 39940 39840 -049 10400 

EU. sides na Wed’s, scries 11B60 

Wed’s open inf 141145 up 436 

HI 6RADE COPPER (NCMXI 
AHOto-CMprA 

Dec 95 raua 131.30 1J140 +0T5 2413 

jm« 130-BO 129-20 129,40 *035 2JW 

MW 96 12440 123.10 12340 —045 16438 

Aar 9* 122JB 121® 12140 — Q3S . 

May 96 12040 119.20 119-90 -025 2442 

Jul to 117T0 11640 11740 — 0XB 2,185 

Aw to 11670 +OI15 371 

septo 11541 11440 Hi*® 2464 

Oct to 1U90 

Est. sates NA WacTLsates 4,156 

Wed's open krf 34,931 off 90 

aLVERQKMX) 

6400 fray at- cams nr m az, 

Dec 95 5105 5084 5110 -04 66 

Jaito 5094 5094 5124 —04 

F*W 516.9 -0J 

Mnrto •5814 5144 318.0 —07 5*452 

May 94 £26.0 5184 5227 -07 9430 

JUlto £264 5224 527.1 -07 7467 

SCPM 5314 £274 5314 —07 8442 

Dec to 5374 5364 £384 —07 5468 

EsJ.sdes NA Wed's. sales 6,900 
Wed's open Irt 94402 off 129 

PLATMUM (NMBU 
StaveL-dDlgnFymn. 

Junto 40S4O «U40 407.90 +040 7457 

Apr 96 6WJ0 60770 60940 +070 9435 

JUlto 41050 41040 41060 +070 2730 

00 to 41270 +070 1440 

Jan 97 413.90 +070 

Estsates NA UM’s. sales 2.983 
WHfsapentet 20488 up 280 


LONDON METALS (LME3 
DaOan per matitc ton 

BTttglU 

fpnroRi 16M40 T6K40 


271140 271240 


71140 71240 
70840 708% 


165840 165940 
168740 168840 


285840 286340 
270840 270940 


71000 71140 
70740 70640 


805540 806540 
818040 819040 


823540 624540 
626040 627040 
^WdiansW 
1004% 1005% 
102840 T 029 40 


1005% 1006% 
103140 103240 


Wl Low Qw Pipe Oplrri 
Financial 

UST.ULLS (CMBR) 
fl mSEon-pfi at Mpd. 

Mar to 95.10 9543 9106 -045 7^87 

Junto 9SL29 9575 9576 -044 X575 

Septo . 9578 —043 74 

Est,M85 NA Wed’s, sales 2,136 
wed's open inf 11,136 up £36 

SYR. TREASURY (CBOT) 
wnanprin. ptsa, ames wibb «i 
M ar 96 109-23 109-16 109-195— 02 134101 
Junto 109-123109-095109-115— 025 4967 
Septo 109-13 — 025 1776 

E*1. safe! 15400 WenTLSriu 22.169 
WecTsopentet 17&223 up 36 

II YR.TREASUIY {CBOTl 
cuamwte- MAaMtenoo m 

02 216406 

02 17757 

03 280 


I Hfb low Oote Chga Ofm 4 

Jmto 9/79 979* 9776 -022 1J66 

Est soles: 37770 Piev.saiec 81,934 
Piev.apmtar.- 200407 off 4134 

rTAUAHBovBUimflirr bond cufpei 
m. 200 DMan - pH or 100 pa 
Mnto 10670 10590 10646 + 046 50819 

Jen*6 N-T- N.T. 10576 + DL06 1492 

Esvsote 037k. Pun. scries: 17441 
Pner.ofMnMj 31.911 up 609 

10-YEA BFMWQI 60V. BONDS (MATH 5 
FR004W- pbaMOO pa 
Mart* 11948 11936 11944 —040 

JOnW 12046 11970 11946 —040 

Septo 11930 11930 11940 —040 

Estate* n 3.9M 
Pn*. Open ht; 120513 
EURODOLLARS (CMBt) 

SI ndBon-atsaMOOBO. 

Jan to 9644a 94410 94420 -» 32.730 
Rtbto 94560 94530 94S® -20 11J49 
Mnrto 94660 94600 94620 -20 449457 
JlmW 94870 94430 94440 —20 397397 
Septo 94470 948* M4BB —10 245422 
Dec to 94290 94740 94760 —20 232.773 
MHT97 94J40 94690 -30 140764 

-Ml 97 *4*20 94570 94580 -30 140404 
Est. sofas NA Wed's, sues 6I5J47 
Wed's opan bit 2489^88 off 248771 
BRITISH POUND (CMER) 

CUU pUMteL t p»r pound 
Mcrto 1-5394 1-5340 1-5390 +48 32^725 

JunM 1.5364 +48 Z3 

Sap 96 1-5334 +48 6 

Dk96 1530 +48 6 

Est. soles NA Wed's sales 31,041 
Wed's open tet 32301 off 26605 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (OMERI 
NUff <rin. s par Can. car 
Marto 7360 7310 7339 +27 31,999 

Junto 7352 7316 7333 +27 2,121 

Septo 7340 ISM 7324 +27 662 

Dacto 7327 7337 7314 +27 764 

Est. Mries NA Wed s Mias 21 723 
Wed's open lot 35JB3 off 14495 

GERMAN MARK (CMBt) 

12SOC0 marks, s parmartc 
Marto 6998 6964 6980 +10 48609 

Junto 7017 6999 7010 +10 Z865 

Septo jrn +10 1J9B5 

Dacto jom 11 

Est. scries NA WteTs series 403>3 

Wed's Open tet 52779 off 23S87 

JAPAMSSEYEN (CMBD 
lUmHaarav Si* r TO van 
SMT96 W79&5 Mm2 0099 37 —7 54,965 

Junto Aiaoao jnooris joikmo —7 

Septo JSTO153 —7 1S7 

EsL soles HA. Wad's series 26732 

wed's optei bit 55.945 off 18769 

SWISS FRANC tCMSD 

tzion Irena, s eerritonc 

Marto J74t jun .8713 -4 33.103 

junto -8792 S775 jm -3 m& 

Septo J862 —3 87 

Estsctes NA MM'S. series 23^92 

Wtefs open bit 34112 

HriOHTH PI BOR (MATin 
nflBon -pu omooki 
M arto P4W 9471 9476 — AM 

Am to 9S4U 9495 9502 —002 

Septo 9597 94SB 9S03 -MS 

DKW 9496 9488 9491 -0jB6 

tear97 9480 9474 9474 —LOB 

Jtm97 9467 94S2 9456 —080 

97 9439 9430 9432 — 0JJ7 

:97 9186 940? HM -OJM 

nszstum 

« Si S 8S = 8S « 

«« raji — ojb 

DetS* 93« 9377 9128 — 0J05 

l iSS S5S 1 

Jwi97 9141 9237 9X37 -us 26.173 

SOJ97 93.19 93.15 90.15 -Jto { 

DtCS7 9299 9293 9273 — 006 11 ^ 

teato H.T. HJ. 9273 -SS S 

JeaW HT. ftT. 9254 -S06 Lkjh 1 

9U2 9240 9240 -L06 2JW ’ 

Dteto 9130 9276 9236 Undv *0 I 

BH. Briet; 27,858. (Ha*, sates 90294 
Pnv.open BiL: 382344 offUOBO 


MOV 96 8170 B065 <U0 +1J0 9Mi 

JUlto 8U0 saio 81.17 +!j» 7,074 

Octto m » 7875 79AD *0.75 1779 

Dec 96 77.10 7tk50 77X0 *075 9,730 

MOT 97 77.98 *063 9S0 

Est. scries HA Wad's, soles 11.896 

Wed's open irri 5LS76 off 126 

HEATING COL tNMBO 
4 eum eat- cents nr oof 

Jan to 4070 59 JO 5970 39JB9 

' FeC 96 59 JO 58.15 58JIO *071 48,758 

Marto 5570 5495 5520 — O.M 20.156 

Apr 96 5175 5I.S5 SITU —039 6J25 

May « 49JU 49 M 4935 -0.19 63146 

Junto 4840 4860 -049 8,747 

JUlto 48.70 4840 4838 -039 4946 

Aup W 49.15 4L95 48.95 -Ml 3-280 

Septo 49.55 49 JJ 49_55 -OJ9 

Octto 50.10 50.10 50.10 —034 1410 

Est. sales NA Wad's, sofas 56379 

Wed’s open tet 148,166 up 1151 

LHStfr SWEET CRUDE OUMBtl 
UHteVUmparieL 
Fob 96 19.05 I&85 18.94 -033 9X780 

Marto lBuS* 1851 1LS7 -tu« 43421 

APT W 183* 1636 1630 -033 24.B81 

May to 18.15 1806 1806 —O.Q3 15470 

JunM 1773 1737 1770 —000 30460 

All 96 1771 1773 1777 —804 14 AT3 

AW » 1773 1746 1747 -004 9407 

SOPto 1740 1738 1740 -003 8400 

oato 1733 1731 1733 -4JB 8339 

Nov to 1746 1746 1746 -4UQ 7314 

Dacto 1745 17AO 1740 —043 26341 

DSC 97 1736 1736 1736 *007 iOBi 

Dec 97 1735 1735 1735 +QJ» 11,535 

ajte-NA, wed's soles 6*351 
Wetfs open tel M5.186 up 91901 

NATURAL GAS (NM3U 
nAH mm Hu’s, 1 oer mm btu 
DecM 3720 7950 3300 +229 19JB3 

Feb 96 8744 8S» 2480 +136 39J16 

Marto 2400 2360 2300 +18 224383 

Apr 94, 2.110 i«10 2330 —22 1*482 

May to 1.910 1.SOT 1350 -27 1X164 

Junto 1320 1 JB 0 \3m —12 9351 

JUlto 1310 1-775 IJ75 —17 7.507 

Aw « 1305 1.785 1J90 7303 

SopM 1305 1-715 1390 +2 6,132 

oato 1330 1300 1310 —3 5,784 

Nw» 1300 1.80O 1390 +7 3324 

Btsaies iu Wed's. series 89352 
Wed'S Open tet 175472 off 5613 

UNLEADED GASOUNE CNMERJ 
424000a*- cams oar otri 

jyto 5740 5650 5675 —130 17357 

RsbW 5625 5535 5175 -037 27311 

Marto 5530 5*80 5430 -046 11.761 

ftprto, 5735 5690 5690 -4136 54*2 

MavM 5630 3630 5630 —030 5,238 

Arilto. 5630 5530 5600 — 0J5 2360 

Briberies NA Wed's, sates 28364 
Wetfsopenint 74344 up 188* 

GASOIL UPE) 

U3. doUon per metric ton - lots oflOO tons 
Jan 96 17X50 17175 17100 +075 3*910 
Feb to 170-00 16875 17000 +075 21.075 
Marto 16535 16430 16475 +035 *120 
1S830 15930 15975 + 035 X195 
Marto 15735 15735 1S735 +035 1327 
Juneto 15535 15475 15475 + 035 5322 
Jlriyto 15430 15430 15*00 UndL 
Aug 96 154.50 15430 15430 + 030 LOW 

Septo N.T. N.T. 1SS75 +030 503 

Est oaks: 15399. Open bit; M 172 up 014 

BRENT OIL OPE) 

US. doBcee per bamri - low of 1 300 bamte 
Pfbto 17.98 1730 1730 -035 7*668 

Mnrto 1734 1736 1740 -032 26992 

Aprto 17,19 173® 17.13 +ttm 11363 

Ma»W 1695 1685 1638 Undv *714 

J“[»to 672 1665 1648 +0-02 IftOW 

{Ohfto 1459 1632 1654 —033 *449 

Aug «i 1643 1442 1643 -034 Z9Q4 

Swto N.T. N.T. 1635 —004 995 

Octto 1628 1628 1420 -HUM 1352 

Nov 96 N.T. NLT, 1622 -CJM 833 

DecW 1630 1616 1617 -038 2,149 

Junto 1410 1410 1613 —Oil 550 

EsL series; 2X645. Open bit: 142359 up 2363 

Stock Indexes 

S6P COMP. INDEX (CMER) 
m«tede> 

Marto 61680 6T24D 61540 +2J5189739 

Junto 6213S (1930 62030 +145 4507 

na_ wears, sofas am 

Wetfsosenhn 174397 nit 3215 


Jun Ml 12-26 112-20 .112-25 

Sap 96112-27 112-25 112-27 „ 

Est.ariu 35,125 WecT* sates 44796 
Wetfsopeniri 212,107 on 2539 

US TREASURY BONDS ICBOT) 
a oa-s KiLfloo-Ms * Xmas of mo pen 
Mar Ml 19-19 118-30 119-13 4- 0 ! 375,949 
-tento 119-02 118-18 118-30 + 03 14X0 
SeptollB-15 118-06 118-15 ♦ 03 4353 
Mar 97 177-17 + 03 843 

Est. sates mono wnriurias 249356 
WtoTSQpanW 413337 UP IKS- 

DK9S ^6 1W.»"llM0 -M2 173*4 
Moi96 W-26 109-U WMl —Ml 126H7 
Jwto N.T, N.T. WHO -Ml . 0 

H-ariK xsa Pm. fetes; 30328 
Pm. tosnliu 14*441 on <18. 

teribto 9873 9M9* 9831 — 622 19U41 


MriOJrTH emtOUARKOIFFO 

eviariBi -t 


D acto *629 9637 9637 -003 11*146 

imh fidT- M H 

I77S7 »£ K34- 9640 -485 


D«d7 9SJR ■ SSJ3 9604 -EE 

tewto 9477. WJI 9*72 -604 

Jwto 9*90 9*A 9*43 —004 

S*« 942- 9*1 S 9*16 -OM 

DSC* 9194 9191 9350 —406 1334 

Eat soles: 36187. PmeeltK Sim 
PIW.0P6H hAi 90W37 ^741 

Mato B9jf^ 8933^89 M <^8®, 

i I i I ; s ss 

BSSJ m %% 3 ^ +SS 1 ^ 

Industrials . TT ~ 
cornMzilicno 
MSOOBiL-oajteperBk 

Mnrto 82-3S 8U7- 8279 +134 36398 


^*^0 36024) 36454) + 183 . 61U1 
*»to H.T ' H.T 36460 i 18A “llS 
Bfi-arie* 6831 Pro*, sales 6716 
Prer.open InL- 6*297 off 724 

j^WCTR 

:3g . : 

KKisssiss :a 

Stoto H.T. N-T. 189950 +200 

Estsdtec taug 
Piw.opeetat: 52509 

Commodity Indexes 

dose FTwtaos 

: : 133220 1^439,10 

2.101 JM 2,10X40 

D-J. ftrtWfa NA. 146S8 

Core.R a ie a c J i 24690 
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Japan Bailout Plan 
^ Pressures Bonds 
And Finance Chief 


r by Otr SmffFnwr, Dapmfrs 

TOKYO — The govern- 
“Msat’s plan to use public funds 

to baU out seven insofoent mort- 
gage companies added to the 
Fissures on the bond market 
Thursday as well as on Finance 
Minister Masayoshi Takemura, 
as opposition politicians called 
for his resignation. 

“Finance Minister Takemu- 
ra at least should resign after the 
formation of the budget for the 
fiscal year starting nest April," 
Takeo Nishioka, acting secre- 
tary-general of the New Fron- 
tier Party, told the financial dai- 
ly Nihon Keizai Shimbun. 

Japan approved a plan Tues- 
day to use about 685 billion yen 
($6.7 billion) of public money 
for an agency to take over prob- 


The seven companies, known 
asjusen, have become a symbol 
of the deep problems of Japan’s 
financial system, and solving 
those problems is considered vi- 
tal to restoring international 
confidence in Japanese banks. 
Many analysts and financial 
specialists have said using pub- 
lic money was unavoidable. 

In the financial markets, 
however, bond prices fell amid 
concern banks may sell secu- 
re rides to raise money to write off 
• bad loans. That concern plus the 
government’s plan to issue 21 
trillion yen in bonds as part of 
an economic stimulus package 
amounted to grim news for a 
market already facing tough 
times, analysts said. 


Alter three years of hying to 
spend itself into a recovery, the 
government has flooded the 
market with bonds. Meanwhile, 
signs that the economy may be 
starting to recover raise the 
prospect of inflation, the enemy 
of fixed-income instruments 
such as bonds. 

The yield on tbe No. 174 
benchmark 10-year bond rose 
six basis points, or hundredths 
of a percentage point, to 2.735 
percent, its highest level in 
nearly a month. The cash 
bond's price fell 238 yen for 
each 50,000 yen in face value. 

Investors were concerned not 
only over how banks may re- 
spond to die plan to clean up bad 
loans leftbythejuseabutaisoby 
30 trillion yen in nonperfonning 
loans yet to be dealt with. 

Banks may dispose of most 
of this burden with write-offs, 
balanced partly by selling 
bonds to generate revenue, 
traders said. With bonds not far 
from record highs despite 
Thursday's decline, banks may 
decide to sell bonds to lock in 
profits, said Peter Morgan, 
portfolio manager at Banque 
Nationale de Pains. 

The jusen plan also has come 
under attack in Japan for other 
reasons. Some of the critics 
merely call it hastily made and 
badly explained, but ofoer- 
schaxge that it represented a po- 
litically motivated rescue of tbe 
agricultural cooperatives that 
help to support tbe governing 
coalition. (Reuters. Bloomberg ) 


Tokyo Posts First Increase 
In Store Sales Since 1992 


The Great Shanghai Shakedown: 
Growing Pains of a New Market 


Bloomberg Business News 

SHANGHAI — Five years into an 
ambitious experiment to create China’s 
first post-revolution stock market, the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange is faltering. 

Foreign investors had originally hoped 
that the exchange would provide a way to 
profit from China’s explosive growth. 
Instead, they’ve watched the benchmark 
index for Shanghai B shares, or those that 
can be owned by foreigners, fall 65 per- 
cent. from a high of 140.85 in May 1992 
to 48.97 on Thursday. 

“These companies are not designed to 
maximize shareholder wealth,' said 
William Kaye, managing director of foe 
Asia Hedge fund in Hong Kong. 
"They’re designed to suck up investment 
capital from foreigners." 

At a five-year anniversary ceremony 
on Tuesday, Beijing underscored foe im- 
portance of foe Shanghai exchange to 
China's development by sending Zhu 
Rongji, the country’s top economic plan- 
ner, to bang a gong to start trading. 

Abolished by the Communists after 
their 1949 victory, foe Shanghai Stock 
Exchange was revived in 1990 as part of 
Deng Xiaoping's market reforms, which 
were designed to remold tbe country's 
economy m tbe image of “capitalism 
with Chinese characteristics." 

Shanghai was an obvious starting 
point C hina 's biggest city, it was also foe 
nation's financial capital. Its European- 
styie boulevard, the Bund, was known as 
foe “Wall Street of China" before foe 
1949 revolution. In 1939. before foe out- 
break of World War II, 50 brokerages 
were listed as members of foe Shanghai 
Stock Exchange. 

Starting over in 1990 with only eight 
members, die membership list in five 
years has grown to 188, including giant 
state corporations such as Shanghai 
Petrochemical Co.. Maanshan Iron & 


Steel Co., and Guangzhou Shipyard In- 
ternational Co. 

Of its total membership, only 36 com- 
panies sell B shares, which started trading 
in February 1992. Four companies sell 
only B shares, while foe rest sell both B 
shares and A shares, which can only be 
owned by Chinese investors. 

Since it was founded, foe Shanghai 
Stock Exchange has amassed a market 
capitalization of more than 300 billion 
yuan ($36.08 billion), amounting to 7 
percent of China’s gross national product 
of 4.1 trillion yuan, according to ex- 
change officials. That makes it one of 
Asias smallest stock markets, trailing foe 
exchanges of Jakarta with capitalization 
of $66 billioa and Manila with $56 bil- 
lion. 

To a large degree, the fortunes of the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange have been 
planted by bad timing. 

Concerned about annual inflation of 
more than 20 percent and annual eco- 
nomic growth of more than 10 percent in 
tbe early 1990s, the Chinese government 
slammed on foe brakes in July, 1993 with 
austerity measures designed to slow foe 
economy. 

Almost overnight, bank loans to com- 
panies dried up, and with them the 
prospects for good earnings. The pre- 
cipitous declines of both the A shares and 
the B shares began at that firm*. 

The Shanghai Composite Index, which 
tracks mostly A shares, reached a high of 
1,558.95 in February 1993 and has since 
collapsed to 623.85. 

Many Shanghai -listed companies still 
follow Chinese rather than Western ac- 
counting practices, anf»fow fact friar 
makes foreign investors leery. 

Last year, for example. Shanghai 
Goods & Materials Trading Centre Co., a 
services company, used Chinese account- 
ing standards to repost a 32 million yuan 


after-tax profit. Actually, foe 
probably lost money last year, said 
mund Huang, an analyst at Baring Se- 
curities in Shanghai. 

Trading in commodities futures has 
been a major profit source for foe com- 
pany, Mr. Huang said, accounting about 
60 percent of its 1993 profits. Last year, 
Chinese regulators moved to dampen ac- 
tivity in tbe commodity futures market. 

“Most foreign brokerages assume that 
if Shanghai Goods & Materials Trading, 
was ever to issue an International Ac- 
counting Standards report, they would 
book a loss for 1994," Mr. Huang said. 

Shares of the company, which has not 
opened its books to foreign investors, 
have fallen 44 percent in foe past year, 
from a high of 15.27 yuan to 8 JO yuan on 
Thursday. 

Compounding the difficulty for for- 
eign investors, most companies listed on 
the Shanghai Exchange still conduct at 
least part of their business as if they were 
still part of China's old command econ- 
omy rather than to make profit. 

Shaking their heads in frustration, for- 
eign investors and analysts often refer to 
China B share companies as “black box- 
es" where decisions are often made for 
political instead of business reasons. 

Among foe B shares are a handful of 
companies that some foreign analysts fa- 
vor. They include Shanghai Pilkington 
Glass Co„ which has the market's largest 
capitalization at $90 million. It has a new 
production line that analysts say could 
boost profits by 20 percent in 1996. 

Shanghai New Asia (Group) Co. is 
another company favored by analysts, 
who point to swift growth in foe com- 
pany's 49 percent-owned local Kentudty 
Fried Chicken franchise. Credit Lyonnais 
estimated New Aria’s (unfits would rise 
to 126 milli on yuan next year from 1 10 
million yuan. 


Bloomberg Business News 

TOKYO — Department- 
store sales rose in November for 
the first time in almost four 
years, an industry association 
said Thursday, a new sign that 
Japan's economy may be re- 
covering from its long slump. 

Stock prices rose after the 
report, with the Nikkei stock 
average rising 204.66 points, to 
close at 1 9.653.25, just short of 
its highest close this year. 


Tbe Japan Department Store 
Association said sales rose 03 
percent in November from a 
year earlier, to 724.7 billion yen 
($7. 1 billion), their first monthly 
increase since February 1992. 

Tbe news reflected a return to 
high-quality goods, analysts 
said. In other signs of economic 
health, housing construction, 
private consumption and cap- 
ital investment also have shown 
increases in tbe past month. 


TOYOTA: Seeking Cost Cuts That Won ’t Be Noticed Men to Stay 

In Toyota’s 
Driver Seat 


Continued from Page 13 


Murdoch Sees Soft First Half 

Reuters 

. SYDNEY — Rupert Murdoch said Thursday that weakness in 
#snajor U3. television markets would lead to a small drop in News 
'Corp.'s six-month profit, but he predicted a higher full-year result 
Mr. Murdoch, chairman of foe global media and publishing 
concern, said foe current quarter was proving a difficult one for U3. 
media companies, particularly in television advertising. 

The performance of foe company's Fox’s Television network in 
the United Stales is mixed, he said, with Southern California soft but 
smaller markets performing well. But he said News Coro, would 
show improved profit for foe year ending June 30. 1996. A year 
earlier, it earned 136 billion Australian dollars ($1.01 billion). 


mg to do is take cost out where the customer 
doesn’t see it," Henry D.G- Wallace, executive 
vice president of Mazda Motor Co., said of the 
efforts Mazda was making on its cars. 

Analysts say die new Honda Civic, introduced 
in September, shows how costs can be cut without 
hurting customer perceptions of quality or luxury. 
In Japan, foe new Civic costs about 5 percent less 
than the old one — although in the United States, 
because of the strong yen, the new Civic costs 
about 13 percent more than the old one. 

Honda did eliminate some frills: It replaced the 
rear disk brakes with cheaper and iess technically 
advanced drum brakes, and it used fewer threads 
in tbe fabric on the back seat. 

But Honda got much of its savings by cutting 
development costs and increasing its use of 
American materials. It also designed the new 
Civic with an improved, quiet engine and ex- 
panded interior space, so critics said that overall, 
the new model was better than the old one. 

Toyota is normally a master of this kind of 
hidden cost-cutting. In its 1994 annual report, it 
boasted how it had trimmed overall costs by $13 
billion in a single year. It used more common 
parts and fewer model variations and reduced 
complicated automation in its factories. 

Japanese and American executives agree that 
Japanese cars have been built with excessive 
quality and luxury. The cars were painted in 


places that no one could see, and some fabrics 
used even on economy cars “were so high-cost 
we would shake our heads," said one American 
auto executive who asked not to be identified. 

But the changes on the Corolla were ap- 
parently too visible. Since foe model chan* 


sales of foe Corolla sedan and coupe 
have been averaging about 15,000 a month, 
below Toyota’s target of 17300, contributing to 
a decline ia Toyota's market share in Japan this 
year to below 40 percent, from about 42 percent 
in the past couple of years. 

This is the second slip-up for Toyota with what 
is supposed to be its ‘ ‘people's car.' ' The previous 
Corolla, introduced in 1991, turned out to be too 
luxurious and expensive. It had been designed 
during foe so-called bubble economy of the late 
1980s, when soaring land and stock prices made 
people feel extravagant. But foe bubble burst just 
as foe new Corolla reached foe market. 

■ Toyota Studies U.S. Plant Site 

Toyota is considering West Virginia as a 
possible site for an engine plant to serve its North 
American factories, Bloomberg Business News 
reported. “Nothing firm has been decided yet, 
but we are considering various locations," said 
Mie Aoyama, a Toyota spokeswoman. 

Toyota said in June it might build a plant in 
North America to make four-cylinder engines 
for its Corolla cars, which are made in Fremont, 
California, and Cambridge, Ontario. 


Bloomberg Business News 

TOYOTA CITY. Japan — 
While Toyota Motor Corp. 
must become “a truly global 
company," more than a decade 
would probably pass before a 
woman or a non -Japanese em- 
ployee reached the senior ex- 
ecutive ranks of Japan's 1: 
automaker, said Hiroshi Oku- 
da. a top company officer, on 
Thursday. 

As part of foe company's in- 
ternationalization strategy, Mr. 
Okuda said he would like to see 
more diversity in Toyota’s ex- 
ecutive ranks. 

But getting a non-Japanese 


or a woman, on Toyota’s board 
of directors was not a step fore- 
seen for foe near future, he 
said. 

Toyota’s board is dominated 
by Japanese men who have 
worked their way up through 
the company's ranks over sev- 
eral decades. 


BANG: South African Bourse Prepares for New Era 


Continued from Page 13 

place when capital began flee- 
ing South Africa after the 
Sharpeville Massacre in 1961 
ushered in an era of increased 
social and political turbulence, 
foreign investors began to shy 
away. South African compa- 
nies — already big because 
mining is capital-intensive — 
thus tad few outlets for their 
profits except to buy other 
South African companies. 

“The Big Bang is pretty 
marginal until you get other re- 
forms like relaxing exchange 
control,” Ms. Mandel said. 
“But it’s unfair to call it the 
Little Whimper. It's one sign 
foal the economy is aligning it- 
self with international norms. 
Given their history, I think it's 
inoedible how quickly things 
qgi changing.'' 

There are several reasons for 
ihe exchange to seek major re- 
frains now. Foreign investors, 
deciding foot the nation is being 
held together by more than bal- 
ing wire and Nelson Mandela's 
halo, are showing interest in 
South Africa. Emerging-mar- 
kets mutual funds, in particular, 
are buying its slocks. All of 
Africa accounts for only about 2 
percent of the world’s market 


capitalization, but the Johannes- 
burg exchange accounts for 
about 95 percent of Africa. 

In addition, exchange con- 
trols are slowly loosening and 
were dropped entirely for for- 
eigners in April. Roy Andersen, 
tbe exchange’s president, says 
he wants a “formidable total 
package" of changes to be 
carefully managed. The advan- 
tage of being late, he said, is that 
"we're cherry-picking the best 


out of various baskets." 

He added: “We commis- 
sioned Ernst & Young to re- 
search 3 1 exchanges — not only 
the big. sexy ones, but more 
relevant ones like Malaysia. Our 
rules for disclosure are basically 
London's. Our capital require- 
ments are the European 
Union’s: and our automated 
system was created by foe 
Chicago Stock Exchange and is 
used by Manila and Bangkok." 
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COVBNOOOESWJO 


PARANA t 


COPEL 


SALTO CAXIAS HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT IGUAfU RIVER 
INTERNATIONAL BIDDING C-206 
HYDROMECHANICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
RIVER DIVERSION CALL FOR BIDS 

COMPANHIA PARANAENSE DE ENERGIACOPEL, informs that an 
international bidding is opened for design, supply, shipment erection 
supervision and operation start-up of fifteen (15) slide gates and two 
(2) wheel gates for river efiversion and two (2) complete wheel gates 
for compensation water of Salto Caxias Powerplant, located at 
CapitSo Lefinidas Marquee and Nova Prate do [guapj county border, 
in the States of Parana - Brazil. 

This lowest price type international bidding is opened to individual 
companies or joint ventures. 

The amount of costs related to this supply wi be covered by COPEL’s 
own resources. 

The Bid Documents wB be available to bidders from December 15th, 
1995 January 31st, 1996 against payment in BrazSan currency ot 
RS 150.00 (one hundred and fifty Reals), at the (blowing addresses: 

■ Superintendenda de Obras de Gerardo 

Rira Voluntaries da Pfiria. 233 - 5® andar - sab 504 

80020000 -Curitiba -PR 

Phone (55-41) 322-1212 - Ext 5541 

Fax (5541) 331-4155 
or 

• Escritbrio COPEUSao Paulo 
Alameda Santos, 1800 14° andar -com. 148 
01418-200 - sao Paulo - SP, Brazil 
Phone (55-11) 289-1431 
Fax (55-11) 28^3929 

At the time of Bid Documents purchase, an companies present a letter 
containing name department of the person for contact and c cmotete 
mailing addresses. 

The receipt of the Qualification and Bid Documents is scheduled for 
March 1st, 1995. at 3.00 PM., at COREL'S office meeting room, in 
Curitiba. Rua Vdraiterios da Pdtrla 233. ground floor. 

The Bidding wiN be ruled by Law No 8666. dated June 21, 1993, and 
by other corxfifions stated herein and In the Bidding Documents. 


COMPANHIA PARANAENSE DE ENERGIA 


P ) KCRC 


HONG KONG 


Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation 

QUALIFICATION OF TENDERERS 
WESTERN CORRIDOR RAILWAY PROJECT 

The Kowloon-Canton Railway Corporation (“KCRC") intends to 
commence preliminary engineering for the Western Corridor Railway 
Project (“WCR"). 

The WCR Project is a 52 km double-track electrified railway system for 
passenger and freight services, comprising 11 stations, a maintenance 
depot and container freight facilities. 

KCRC proposes to appoint qualified consultants to perform preliminary 
engineerfrig for the Project in the following areas: 

■ Civil/Structural to include Archrtectue 

• Town Planning and Traffic impact Andys’® 
for Property Development 

• Tunnel Ventilation/Aerodynamics 

• Safety/ReiiabtTrty 

• light Rail Transit System Interfaces 

A more detailed description of the preceding work activities will be 
inducted in Pre-qualification Questionnaire. 

Requests for the Pre-quaBfication Questionnaire should be made on 
company letterhead by facsimile to the Kowloon-Canton Railway 
Corporation at (8^ 2601-^71 no later thai 6th January 1996. A Pre- 
qualification Questionnaire w3 be returned by courier. 

KCRC will, at its sole discretion, evaluate responses to the Pre- 
qualification Questionnaire. Those organisations which 'KCRC 
determines to be suitably qualified will be invited to tender. 

No communications in response to this advertisement will be accepted 
by KCRC except by facsimile at the above noted facsimile number. 


ir** 3 ** 

? Investor's Asia 



Source: Talotonu 


IntcntiriouaJ Herald Trihmc 


Very brief lys 


• Taiwan’s cabinet scrapped restrictions on foreign investors' 
ability to take money out of the country, and Taiwan ’s main stock 
index jumped 2.6 percent in anticipation of fresh foreign funds. 

•Acer Inc. forecast record 1996 profit of at least 35 percent more 
than foe 5.8 billion Taiwan dollars ($2 12.2 million) foe computer 
maker expects to earn this year. 

•BASF India LtcL's German parent company received government 
clearance to set up a wholly owned, trading unit in India. It was 
denied permission to set up a factory because it already had three 
production facilities in foe country. 

•Coles Myer Ltd. said foe managing director of its Myer Grace 
Bros, department-store business, Peter Wilkinson, had resigned, 
the second senior executive to leave foe company in a month. 

• South Korea sent a ship carrying 15 Kia Motors Co. vehicles 
to North Korea in foe first direct export of foe south's cars to the 

AFP. Bloomberg 
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Rosenthal Collins Fox Asset Mgmt Group 

Your International Link Lor Mcinasied futures 
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.□ 24 Hour Trading and CTA Desk 
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q Specialists in Managed Futures Poote/Accounts 
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For a Free Copy of Managed Futures International 
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HERALD SECURITIES AG 

Your Futures St Options Trading Partner 

A comprehensive service to IB's and Private Clients; major 
market coverage, competitive commissions, market news, 
information and charring. Extensive back office facilities. 

Chamerstrasse 14. P.O. Bax 481 8. CH-6304 Zuc, SwitzeriarN 
TeL- +41 42-22 36 79 Fax: +41 42-22 27 00 
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SURGE TRADING S.A. 


surge FOREX & FUTURES BROKERS 

trading 

NET WORTH CHF3.000.000 


21-23 Rue du dos, CH-121 1 GENEVA 6 
Tel: {41) 22-700 2051 Fox: (41) 22-700 2061 
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PjUDAy, DECEMBER 22, 1995 


World Roundup 



Atletico Rises to Top 


Of Spanish League 


Reuters 

An emphatic 3-0 victory over fourth- 
placed Compostela left Atletico Madrid to 
celebrate its first Christmas in 15 years at 
the top of the Spanish league with a four- 
point lead. 

Espanyol, in second-place, lost ground 
after missing a penalty five minutes from 


WORLD SOCCER 


Rupert Murdoch at the helm of 
Sayonara before he was injured. 


Murdoch Hurt at Sea 


SAiuNU The media magnate Rupert 
Murdoch underwent surgery after 
tearing away half of the top of his right 
index finger in a sailing accident in 
Sydney Harbor. 

Murdoch caught his finger between 
the main sheet and boom of the giant 
U.S. maxi Sayonara as it tacked under 
Sydney Harbor bridge in practice for 
tbs Sydney-Hobart race. (Reuters) 


the end of regulation time in its 1-1 home 
tie Wednesday with Real Beds, while 
third-place Barcelona lost, 1-0, at Sevilla. 

Atletico's victory was again orchestrat- 
ed by die Spanish international midfielder 
Jos6 T. rU»s Caminero and a newly signed 
Serbian player, Milinko Pantic, who put 
together some fine moves despite the 
heavy Vicente Calderon field. 

The Bulgarian forward Lyboslav Penev 
put Atletico ahead after 20 minutes and 
could have added goal another shortly af- 
terward. 

But despite its dominance, Atletico had 
to wait until late in the second half to add to 
its tally with the Argentine midfielder 
Diego Siraeone and Roberto Fresnedoso 
hitting the target 

Espanyol’s veteran captain, Francisco 
Lopez, put his team ahead just before half- 
time against Real Beds, but a mistake after 
a comer allowed Pier Cberubino to volley 
the equalizer midway through the second 
half. 


lowly De Graafschap Doednchem. Litma- 
nen's play and fine approaches by Frnide 
George and Ronald de Boer to put the 
league leader ahead just before halftime. 
De Graafschap had made most of foe early 
minutes. 

PSV Eindhoven, in second place and 
trailing Ajax by five points, found goals 
much easier to come by against the bottom 
club, Go Ahead Eagles Deventer. 

The Belgian midfielder Luc Nzfis sec 
PSV on its way to a 5-0 victory by scoring 
direct from a free kick after 29 minutes. He 
scored again a minute before halftime- 

England Fiist-fovision teams Norwich 
mrf Birmingham trn^rf up a quarterfinal 
clash in foe English League Cop at foe 
expense of Premier League opponen ts 
Wednesday. 

Jen Newsome clinched the winner for 
Norwich over last season’s beaten finalist, 
Bolton, in a penalty shoot-out after the two 
sides had failed to score by foe end of extra 
time in the third-round replay. 

After five penalties each, foe score was 
2-2. But Newsome scored from Norwich’s 
sixth spot kick, and Bryan Gunn saved 
Marie Patterson’s effort to send his team 
into the last eight. 

Kevin Francis, a 6-foot 7-incb (2-meter) 
striker, scored twice in tire first 17 minutes 
to said Birmingham on foe way to a 2-0 
victory over the Premier League team Mid- 
dlesbrough in their replay and gave foe 
Brazilian international Juninho his first 
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A Record for Australia 


A mix-up in the Beds penalty led to a 
spot kick for Espanyol, but Betis’ goal- 


taste ofEnglish giant-killing. Juninho wast- 
ed a good chance to giveWGadlesbrough an 


cricket Australia set a record 
score at the Sydney Cricket Ground to 
beat Sri Lanka by five wickets with 
two balls to spare in their World Series 
match Thursday. Chasing Sri Lanka’s 
50-over 255 for nine, Australia scored 
257 for five — the highest winning 
total for a side baiting second in a one- 
day international on the ground. Aus- 
tralia’s captain, Mark Tayior, made a 
methodical 90. Aravinda de Silva was 
the top scorer for Sri Lanka with a 
flamboyant 75. ( Reuters ) 


keeper, Pedro Jaro, blocked Josd Toril’s 
penalty and Beds hung on for a point 
Barcelona, which trails the leaders by 
seven points, deserved more than a point 
from a bad-tempered game at Sevilla. 

It lost to a solitary first-half goal by 
Monchu Suarez, who used his knee to 
knock foe ball over foe substitute goal- 


early lead at Birmingham when hejostled 
his Norwegian twurwime Jan-Aage r iortoft 


; Jesus Angoy, after a set piece. 
:elona’s olaymaker. Ivan de la Pe 


Scottish Rugby Offers Cash 


rugby union Scotland's players 
have been offered contracts worth up 


to £25,000 ($38,500) to cover foe 1996 
Five Nations Championship and the 
recent game against Western Samoa. 
Players will get a retainer of £5.000 

C > match payments and victory 
uses. (Reuters) 


Barcelona’s playmaker, Ivan de la Pena, 
gave the Portuguese winger Luis Figo and 
the Romanian striker Gneorghe Hagi op- 
portunities on several occasions, but Johan 
Cruyffs team was unable to convert pos- 
session into goals. 

Netherlands A goal by Jari Litmanen 
goal gave Ajax Amsterdam a victory 
Wednesday as it stretched its unbeaten run 
in the Dutch first division to 51 games. 

The Finnish striker scored the only goal 
as Ajax made heavy weather of beating 


his Norwegian tMmnnna Jan-Aage Fjortoft 
off the ball only to miss die t ar get 

Brazil Tulio scored twice as Brazil beat 
Colombia, 3-1, in a friendly international 
Wednesday in Manaus, but he appeared to 
use his aim in setting up the goal that turned 
the 

Tulio also appeared to use his arm in 
June when be equalized for Brazil in foe 
80th minute of die Copa America quar- 
terfinal against Argentina. 

The result Wednesday’s stretched 
Brazil's unbeaten run to 35 gaqmes since 
losing 1-0 to Mexico in 1993. 

The teams were even at 1-1 with eight 
minutes left when Colombia’s goalkeeper, 
Miguel Calero, missed a high cross. The ball 
fell to Tulio, who appeared to use his arm as 
he passed to substitute Cariinhos, who 
stabbed the ball into the empty net Tulio 


had equalized for Brazil in foe 48th minute, 
wiping out Oscar Pareja's first-half goal for 
Colombia. Tulio grabbed his second goal of 
the game, and 10th in 1 1 internationals this 
year, four minutes from the end. 

Italy More rhan 1,000 policemen will 
be on riot duty as Saturday’s eagerly await- 
ed dash between two top-ranked teams, 
Fiorentina and AC Milan, in Florence. 

The Prefect of Florence is expected to 
order live televisian coverage oftheSerie A 
game for the entire Tuscany region, while 
the anticipated 2,000 Milan fans will be 
escorted to and from the stadium . Fiorenti- 
na’s fans are notoriously explosive. 

Milan, the league leader, comes into the 
game just one point ahead of Fiorentina, 
with Parma a further point away in third and 
Juventus fourth, five points behind Milan. 

ARGENTINA Diego Maradona has 
changed bis mind and dedded to stay with 
Argentina’s Boca Juniors next season even 
though his old adversary, Carlos Bilaido, 
will be the coach. 

Boca’s new chairman, Mauricio Maori, 
said Wednesday that Maradona and Bi- 
Jando, Argentina’s former national coach, 
had agreed to work together. 


foe 48fo minute, . ~ 

Charlton Resigns m lr eland s Boss* 

temarinn«lg this O- . 


Reuters 

DUBLIN — Jack Chariton quit as 
Ireland’s manager Thursday just eight 
days after his team faded to win a place 

in the European dwitip i nndiip finals 
next year. 

After with meeting Football Associ- 
ation officials in Dublin, the 60-year-old 
former central defenderfor England said 
he had felt for some time that there was a 
need for a change. 

“Ten years is a long time in foe job. 
They have been brilliant years," said 
Chariton. 

Charlton led his adopted country to 
u npre cedented success u his nine-year 
reign. 

Ireland readied foe World Cup quar- 
terfinals in 1990, qualified far rite finals 
again in 1994 and also qualified far the 
1988 European championships. 

It lost only 17 games of the 93 played 
while Charlton was at foe helm. 

The last of those defeats was by foe 


Nefoeriands in a European cliampF- 
onship play off at Airfield on Dec. 13;^^ 
r’fawJf nn mtuif. ft clear afterward fba^ 
be would make no immediate dccisBB; 

on his future. • ' T*' 1 * 

■ ■ But the pre ssu re on him mounted. .-54 
With dates for Ireland’s World Cag ^ 
qualifier s due to be finalized next mo nfj|* 
it was widely understood that a majqn^r* 

rflrishsoccer officials were anxious. ^- 

install anew man by then. tlTg- 

Louis Kflcoyne, the president Qf-tSck- 
Football Association of Ireland, .jnSfe. 
Thursday that a search for a new'jnaf^: 
ager would begin immediately.. 

. “We are now enterings newecratfdfeb 
.smooth transition is essentid/’^^^l.-- 
“We expect to make an early 
mem, certainly weB 

ninr international game." •. .2 - i/- • . r-< 
' Mick McCarthy, foe fonper Ireland, 
defender who is manager of English - 
fzrgt-dzvisiao dub MTHwall, & foe dear: 
.favorite to step into Chariton's tdaoe. § 
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Iowa Player Suspended 


Tomba Upstages Kjus s Slalom Victory 


football A University of Iowa 
linebacker, Marcus “Tex" Mont- 
gomery, was suspended after being 
charged with assaulting a former girl- 
friend. According to Johnson County 
court records, Montgomery, 25, 
punched the woman, dragged her 
down a flight of stairs at the uni- 
versity's chemistry building and 
kicked her. Montgomery will miss foe 
Sun Bowl against Washington. (AP) 


Reuters 

KRANJSKA GORA. Slovenia — Al- 
berto Tomba stormed out of a World Cup 
race Thursday. 

Tomba upstaged a victory by Lasse Kjus 
in the final men’s giant slalom of the year. 


The Norwegian edged out Michael von 
Gruenigen of Switzerland by 0.22 seconds 


Orioles Sign Alomar 


BAiEBAl .1 The Baltimore Orioles 
signed Roberto Alomar, foe all-star 
second baseman, to a three-year, $18 
million contract in foe biggest move 
on a busy day following foe deadline at 
midnight Wednesday for signing play- 
ers. Major-league teams created 48 
more free agents when they failed to 
offer contracts. See Scoreboard. (AP) 


Gruenigen of Switzerland by 0.22 seconds 
to boost his lead in the overall standings. 

It was Kjus’s seventh appearance on foe 
podium in 12 races this season, winning 
twice aid finishing second on five other 
occasions. 

Tomba was upset at the officials’ de- 
cision to restart the race when fog de- 
scended on foe Podkoren course, forcing a 
90-minute delay after just 12 skiers had 
completed their opening runs. 

Tomba, who was second after his first 
trip down foe course, refused to return for 
foe second Stan. 

Jure Kosir of Slovenia, who had held a 
0.27 second advantage after the aborted 
first leg, also resisted the restart. 

But underpressure from local organizers 


he competed — and went flying off-course 
midway through his run. 

While his rivals returned to the starting 
line. Tomba was lunching with his body- 
guard just across foe Italian border in 
Tarvisio. 

“At least I will not have totally wasted 
my day," he said. 

Earlier, he had called the pressroom in 
Kranjska Gora, saying: 

“I disagree with the decision taken by 
the officials today and I was hoping that 
Jure Kosir would follow me, but I can 
imagine foe kind of pressure he was un- 
der. ’ 

“The officials are playing with us," he 
added. “They don’t know what it means to 
race in these conditions. I wanted to show 
dial they can’t mess around with me.” 

The runner-up force-times this season, 
Kjus took full advantage of Tomba’s ab- 
sence to register the first giant slalom vic- 
tory of his career. 

Third after the first leg, Kjus skied an 
error-free second run to vault into first 


place, finishing with a two-run combined 
time of one minute 58.74 seconds. 


I Erd Wins Women’s Race 


Martina Ertl of Germany won her sec- 
ond straight World Cup giant slalom 
Thursday, overcoming icy conditions to 
finish 1.49 seconds ahead of her nearest 
rival. The Associated Press reported from 
Veysonnaz, Switzerland. 

Ertl, 22, had a two-run time of 2 minutes, 
0.06 seconds, winning foe first run with a 
time of 58.93 seconds. Sabina P&nzanim of 
Italy was second in 2:01.55, followed by 
Anita Wachter of Austria in 2:01.79. Karin 
Roten of Switzerland was fourth in 
2:02.48, followed by Leijla Piccard of 
France in 2:0254 and the World Cup over- 
all leader, Alexandra Meissnitzer, of Aus- 
tria in 2:02.61. 

Meissnitzer took the overall lead 
Wednesday with her second super-G title 
of the season. She had a time of 1 minute, 
28.72 seconds to edge Heidi Zurbri g g e n of 
Switzerland by 0.18 seconds. 




.. .. . - knhra 

Anita Wachter, who took third place Thursday on an icy giant slalom course* 
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Minnesota 25 23 29 23-108 


(Schayes IM. New Jersey 66 (Wa Dorns 20). 
As*st»-Mtaml 21 (Colas 6). New Jersey 10 
(Andersen U. 

utrt 37 22 29 16-184 

P U odatpb t a 31 32 31 24—108 

U: LMotone 11-24 9-11 31; Homocak 7-11 6-6 
a Pi Stackhouse *-10 10-10 1ft Ruffin 9-147-9 
31 Rebounds— Utah 41 (ICMatone 8), 
PNtadetphla43 (Stockhouse 15). Anlsls—unh 
31 fStocMorv KMakmt M, PModeWUt )0 
(Stackhouse 8). 
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Denver 28 27 21 26-169 
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State 25 (Hardaway IS, Denver 28 {Rose, sum 
O. 
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W: Howard Wo 44 » Pack 6-18 64 20. P: 
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NHL Standings 
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Mw*n OMt atetom SHndteae: LNUdmd 
Vm GnietagendSO pobtel Lane Ktas39Qi A 
Horn Knout 244 4 Us Kotin 241; Lftedrft 
?9fberg 18* 4 Steve LjcherldZ 7, Motto Reiter 
12A A HaraM a*WM Strand-NRwv NoraoK 
118; ACbristapheStfori 11»9 ffieLOrtrtan 
WgynAatbtelll 

Hnl 8«W bg Owta tendhgK L 
Us» IQs AWdnet Van GniB^andto 
X H0MKMUS37774 nedtteNytiteg317)S.Luc 
NptanA ROXA294 & Guenlbef ModerSA7, 
AfaartoTanteM)b2S6i A Ura Kota|na41;9, 
PaMdc OriBete Aaterta, 28ta OH) Mario Reiter 
203. 


AIMT!tMJAte.OTI LANKA 
THunoffir.MsvnST 
Srt Lanka: S5-9 (58 arete) 

Australia: 257-5 (494 overs) 

Raws: AutaraDa em by 5 tetdote. 


Qmbdas Tafedb 67 
Fordham 75, Ump Wand U.67 
Navy 91 Gettysburg 62 
Butter 65. James MraBsan 63 
E. Kentucky 95, OataondOty 69 
Eatt Canine 8A COtande St 72. OT 
Fla. brtmraftrtal » Noffitmtani 66 
FtataoTB. Stetson 46 
Horldo St 79, Rodford 59 
Hampton U. 84 wnflam & May 74 
JocksanvflteBA South Fkrtda 75 
McNeesa St KL Texas AIM 68 
Mlratddl. Horido Aflcrtfc 51 
K. Comma St. 12a NC-AiMvlBe 71 
AUDI Pwy 74 Linnets 65 
Mtalt 84 Wayne, Mich. 49 
tadkau 74 EvoruvUe 48 
Kansas St TlXavia OWo 67 


Colorado 

Lw Angelas 

VOncoiim 

Anaheim 

Edmonton 

Colgate 

San Jaw 


CENTRAL OmtaOH 

W L T PIS 
22 7 2 46 

17 » 5 39 

1513 5 35 
M 12 7 35 

1416 3 31 
1013 4 26 

McmcamBON 
19 11 4 42 

13 73 7 33 
11 12 9 31 

13 28 3 29 

11 17 6 28 
819 7 23 
723 4 18 


Ctagcry 11H 

Hratfnd ■ l 1-2 

FWPtatetaC-wara3(E«aato2BbpsidJ.Z& 
ZtaapsW 5 fTfcv.Nytander). Second Period: H- 


Ostes 2 OCapman). Ttert Prated: C-Tbor 12 
(Fteuty, Rftmm (pp). A H-Emenon 13 
(Sandenon, Krao) Cpel.SketeenyeebC-lAA 
10-22 H» :W3-9— XL ffwtaiK C-TiteRxzL 
K-Bwke. 

Oieege 1 2 1 -e 

Tentao 8 1 T-3 

FMPeitedsC-XMurtdtell (Oubink^ Sutter). 
Snood Prated: C-Amnle 5 (Sate Otate) 
(sh). 1 T-GAB 0 WU (Btert (sfa). 4 C -Sutter 2 
toabkmra4M«PiY7- 31MMtediCwlatoRte 
6 (Paufln, Sdvarf). 4 T-Jenssan 3 (LMvpby, 
Gtooui) (PP). State en geta: C- 12-7-4-31 T- 
72- 7-8— 27. Citalera C-Hockett T-Rfaodts, 


MoWrata 8 | f-i 

■tatete 8 2 8-2 

Find Ported H on e . Stood Prated: B- 

LPFflhtatet 12 (Hughe* Huttay). z 8- 
LoFdnteie 13, (sN. X fMfiotn y 1 
(D rai8dia e m, Riid^y).Tblte P erted--N U ira. 
Dote on Boot M- 7-1 *-17—38. B- UK7-2-1A 
CneBtK M-JafitanskLB-TieSoc. 

Gotendo l 3 a— * 

Asf PraM: E-HMgtd »<Arao&RUadHtf. 
Z Cotraate LnKhyshyn 2 (FaaberA Lrataeud. 
Second Pratete Catarada, Soft 21, Oral. 4 
CotaradcSofclc22(Fo(5berg.Oao»te)(pB).A 


Afltaloo MaMdX Ompastda 0 
ReaiSectedadXTtaorttei 
Rodhg Saatater A Satennca r 
Red MUfntaU L toyo VaBocno l 
Espmyotl, Real Betts 1 
Speittag^on L VttraxSa 3 
Merida 1, Red 2aaganl 
ADaoteXAIbWeBDogO 
Cesa VlgoL tot OvtedoO 
SevBaLtaatonaO 

wnwraei AMfc n MiMimpflfate.es- 
pPAyai 34 BarataOM 3S. Canpaneto 3X tool 
Bdb 3A Voteoda 34 Rte Ma*W 24 Tratarite 
2A Deparihm La Carrara 24 AMtfc BBbae 24 
RHl Zaragcsa 2A SeeOfa 22. CeQa Vigo 21, 
&raflbgG*DaAJM0vte*3a ftodngsa* 
tedta2A ttetaSertednd 19. ilhncite 19, 5alg- 
bhdco 14 MraUa IX Raya WAteoH 14 Rrad 
WtadaBdIX 


Lmdtog raradte Ttanratejr at a Nenoota ■ 
rmW nun ld< »* U ln m ln Iteyoonra B w» jn 
tend w8h stem. cboOHa taMM iMeUtewe 

ra>dta« ta tlrae e .l.Marttno&4Gera*niK.tS8J3 
• un.13) 2 ntautes, QJ06 seconds X Stdtaia 
Patamital ftoty. Wjd* ldUfl92fiT4lAi«: 

1ft «MNK ANM4RM2 - U0437) Ml Jft 4 

Kate Rote. SoBtedonA C59JD - imSO 
tout 4 Lead Record. RntCA CHXX24 - 
lS W 3(0 2<g5 »AAIeaandraMe lH ti8iicAlUt-' ' 
«A 098412 - Uft49) 2UUh 1. Srada IM 
StotzeriaraL (TGU3 - 1*2X0 20QJ6: A'Ytw ^ 

Novte, Swedrav (U 81 J 1 - UDLKQ 25BJ44 
Krato Katete Ataftfe (?«U7 - T«279 
29116; 14 Etta Hanlsan, Sweden, 0981.10 - 
IGJDUUI 

Wra nen' e DM ttooa steraflngicL (Ater 2 

rao;^T.M«nttaaEatagita,A<dtaWpcAterlt>ta 


Xtabte PronW 184; < Ataamtap Mgte- 
rttmr Mfc OW Korte Md UH Mo ka 


Bkata^am X Mkftebrau^iO 
BoBona NonrtdiO 
(NentarttofoHoRpraralteK). 


Ba&SXCDkntaial 


tendob Gaeanfa. 91; 7. Sonia Nta te 4 Ytea 
Nomn 64; 4 Iona Ptaonf 4St ift Dte Hom- 

0 * 142 . 

*-* M “iit in i|i irai < i ' (as . 
terll note! LAtamtai Mdsantetr ea&x ~ 
^ Rtoditer4 39:l KMfr SetringraGraraany, 

4® 4, Martew Ert 393S5, Mfchotaa Dortreete- - 
te Annth 3« A Ptebo Stnab UJL, 32D 7, ' 

HM taMRte SMbrateA 30ft A teaUe * 
ta) I liter finolRUi Urate 
imrwry, 201, lfcBSEder, Austria, 293. 


AraancAN leasue • f.-. 

teUW W i Agreed to Terras w» _BJ. S 
Scthctt ouHMder, on 3-ynar co o tnxl 2* 
■onoo-nAgraedtotonraedmTteNaeiBNA ■ . 

tetteUer, on 1-yoar contact. ’ * ' 

caunmnia AfliwN to toon. oOh .Boon ± i-. 
HraveytpBdranonl y e araratnte 
ay m tp Agreed so tertis v»8b Mcntt 
Orafc, pRchee on 1-yearcontract 
KMSM OTT-Agnrad to tram wflh Mke 
Mognuite and Rusty Meoefteaa {ritdwrs. awT 

Henry MaryrteccWtor, ob 1-ye u i cunliaU A ' 

MfljrAU kb— A greed to tones wflh DenM 

Ptete on l-yenr contract 
siATTis— Honed (Manda Goraccjnamac r 
ItaUtamoridt pftMog eoacta Donto Goner 
Henry Ccteo ptayvcaods oid Pout 
Hotel In d u e & farPortOta, CL • ‘ 
woowro Agree d to tonns wttti Juo>~~Go6-l : 
nan pachas otd Randy Kaora cstdw on 1 - . 
ywcaftaete. KgraadtetonesraBh Ml* HtdL 
tetWde&rai odnoHeoguecnotract 

NKnOMU.LEASUE * 
terae A graedtotemaraBh Lory Caste 
AM MM'PCNA plchen. and Lnb Gotzata& 
"dttekteoil-yeorco n h u cta. 

e mne e eT i Agre ed to toms vriffi Ed 
itetanteODtdiKan SjrtarcbidRKtGto Pe- 

taMoaekaid Daw Boba pffchacbanl^yoar 
conndx 

«gteM r-A g ntetoterasvrilhQraW' 
maeL pBdts, oi l-yavcpotrad 

."WW-THM Wow, pBdte and 
Rra8 O ovra, cofc lw, fa MmtreaTtor S eatf 

PMfcjflU l iB H UH. 

10 HZ!? ^ 

meum on mfcomeapue a»« . . 


no»< ' rtaed Bit Mtanr Heat S 340 WI 
Wtatatetottf 
iktetate «anw to New Yorton D»xS 

.... . N«Nni ^ 


w» wraitte ; 


A crpUred j* Ntaiwendyto^K 
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SPORTS 




Big Losses for Little Guys 
Are Almost Guaranteed 


D 


By Chris Dufresnc 

Los An geles Times Service 


0 NOT be fooled by the occasional 


romantic upset in college basket- 
For cverv misty-eyed Mount 
Georgia Tech, 


Tech, North Carolina Ghariotte, Noth Car- 
olina Greensboro and Wake Forest. The 
average margin of defeat in the five games 
was 24.2 points, but all foe checks cleared 
Next week, Appalachianjdays Indiana in die 
Hooaer Classic. 

“It’s a challenge," the App alachian ath- 


r, w a . cvei 7 nn sty-eyed Mount" 

±ere »?a v 01 ®* Tech, ns a cnanenge," the AppaJad 

without a hitch. rmsmatches ^ go off letic director, Roacbel Laney, said 

P^cnlady proud of these’ “ Andsofer ’ we tev “'' ■* 1 


thechal- 


early-season dirty work.* 11 *** ofa 81,011 s 


®5* Hamilton, athletic director at tinv 
^Sffem St ^- U ? V ? Sity ■ Kent “ ‘ 


prostitution games." 


ey said the schedule was worked out, 
with his approval, by Coach Tom Apke. 

Apke’stheoiy is to put his team through 
boot canu> early to have his sq uad battle- 
tested berate the start of conference play. 


E-S* J!&? toy part .of it is fi- 

at least two Guarantees rw-r >n t. 


first $50 ooo s® 35 ® 0 - Tne The take-home pay for a good Atlantic 

T , fte S' 0 " 31 Coast Conference JSstms iS.OOcT 
*e athletic depart- “Ifs a good day’s wS," Laiy sad. 

Marehead^has ninv^t n Andyes, there is always the off-chance of 

since Dick Fick he?am?wJ JE5f an ^ ees 80 “P 8 ^- ‘ ‘You can always pull one oat like 
teskrttm coach St Ktav’s did over GeaSaTTech." Lunev 
S'l rt y ^ a80 ’ nett,n 8 thc ^ool more than said of 


$250,000. 

“No doubt, schools at this level, with 

wjuity, have to play these games," 


s did over Georgia Tech," Laney 
onday’s 71-69 upset at Atlanta. 
Last year. Pick reminds, Morehead led 
Indiana at the half. 


said. 


Here s how It works: For a $25,000 fee a 
school agrees to have its Morehead bashed 
by Kentucky at Rupp Arena. Often, the 


Y 


et, the strategy can backfire. One- 
sided losses can «Hafa». confidence 
and crush the psyches of 20-year- 


fl* olds. In the Monday^feup to'Sat- 
“ paks ** trave I clay's 64-point Kentucky loss, Morehead 
JUSt f ° SUre you don 1 ^ extended to overtime before defeating 

. . Thomas More, an NAIA school. 

^ ? ^ ants a S 0 * 1 “There was still a residual affect from 
sbow to satisfy the local hoop lust — and the UK game," Hamilton said. ‘ ‘There was 
me for (the ch 


J!r Cai ^ e **&* ( * eck * a iackof confidence. Now we go play Iowa, 
a *“*<1 I’ll guaranteed yon they won’t have the 
51 /,uuu cnect from Louisville for upper- samp mnrv nn ■•« ttv t 

pylons in a 58-point loss and 


$25,000 more for showing up against Ken- 
fucky. On Saturday, the pledge drive heads 
west as the Eagles travel to No. 10 Iowa. 

“You’re always going to lose those 
james," Hamilton said of the arrangement. 
•You’re always at the other team’s place, 
’m not sure I can justify what we do. We do 
t for financial reasons. The UK and 
.ouisviUe games were harmful, in my opin- 

The morning papers in December are 
Med with box semes bean of financial 
ocskfcranons. Tuesday it was No. 1 
Kansas 103, Pittsburg State 48; No. 6 
ieoagetown 88, Sl Francis (Pennsylvania) 
5; No. 15Missouri 81. Austin Peay 58; No. 
2 Wake Forest 91, Appalachian State SO. 
No school west (or east) of foe Ap- 
dachians has scheduled more of a Mur- 
der’s Row than Appalachian State of foe 
juthem Conference. 

The Mountaineers, of Boone, Not* Car- 
ina. have been led blindfolded down a pre- 
flferenoe plank against Oemson, Georgia 


same mercy on us that UK and Louisville 
did." " 

Mercy? 

Kentucky led Morehead, 50-14, at the 
half, but Hamilton swears it could have 
been much worse had Coach Rick Pitino 
not called off foe ’Cats. 

Fick acknowledges playing No. 1 Ken- 
tucky this year was a mistake. 

“I really feel the Clippers would give 
them a game for a half, then Kentucky 
would kUI them," Fick said. 

Morehead had hoped the media expo- 
sure leading into the Kentucky game would 
help foe program, but the wipeout may 
have the opposite affect 

“I don’t recommend people do this, play 
those schools for the sake of money, unless 
it’s absolutely necessary," Hamilton said. 

Morehead has two more “guarantees" 

scheduled far next season, opponents to be 

determined. 

Don’t expect foe school to do any more 
polluting in-state. 

“We’d like to play somebody 
away," Hamilton said. 



No. 2 Goalies 
Spark Buffalo 
And Chicago 


The Associated Press 

So what if Dominik Hasek couldn’t 
play? Or that Ed Belfour needed a rest? 

Both No. 1 goal tenders had great back- 
up help as Buffalo beat Montreal, 2-1, 


NHL ROUNDUP 


Tory Bano/Tfcr Awdaetf fan 


and Chicago stopped Toronto, 4-2. Andrei 
Trefilov, subbing for the injured Hasek, 
made 37 saves to lead foe Sabres' victory. 
Jeff Hackett, giving Belfour a night off had 
25 saves in Chicago’s victory Wednesday. 

Trefilov is “a great kid,’ ’ said foe Sabres 
forward Matthew Barnaby. “He came in 
over foe summer and he’s proving he can 
be a great goalie in this league. To back up 
Dominik Hasek is a tough thing, but he's 
doing a great job when we need him." 

Pat LaFontaine scored two goals to lead 
the Sabres, who won their fourth straight 
and moved one point behind second-place 
Montreal in foe Northeast Division. 

Hasek is expected back in the lineup 
Friday night against the Boston Bruins. 

Btackhawtu 4, Maple Leafs 2 In Toronto, 
Hackett was a big factor for Chicago as the 
Blackhawks were outshot, 27-23. The 
Maple Leafs also used a backup in foe 
game, Damian Rhodes, who was subbing 
for Felix Potvin. 

“Jeff gave us a chance to get going and 
get some momentum." Chicago's coach, 
Craig Hartsburg, said. “He played 
great." 

Tony Amonte, who scored only four 
goals on 75 shots in his first 31 games, 
scored two goals on two shots for Chicago 
Wednesday night Joe Murphy and Brent 
Sutter also scored for Chicago. 

Doug Gilmour and Kenny Jonsson 
scored for Toronto, which had won three 
straight and six of seven games. 


SANTA SUITS UP — John Hood, a local fire fighter, starting his annual 100-foot descent onto the basketball 
court at the University of Missouri’s Hearnes Center in Columbia before a women’s college bat 


college basketball game. 


Two Surprising Standouts, and a Fight 


far 


The Associated Press 

It was a night for unlikely heroes in foe 
National Basketball Association. 

Trevor Ruffin, who played in Greece 
before he signed with foe Philadelphia 
76ers as a free agent Dec. 3, scored a 
career-high 32 points Wednesday night to 


NBA ROUNDUP 


bearcats Outlast Golden Bears 


The Associated Press left and was on foe bench when Cincinnati 

Aareef Abdur-Rahim created plenty «£ rifflfcd. ‘*Wemadetooiiiany mSsteloes-You 
ogive problems for Cmchmati. and in cm’t^ffitf'ag^mstateaittfite'foat." 

Still, h was a straggle for ^ Cincinnati, 
which blew out its six 


[half the Bearcats solved foem 
‘We pm some bodies on him and I drink 
tot frustrated," Cincinnati’s coach. Bob 


COM.ROI »Af«TBALl 


zgiaSt after foe ninth -ranked 

nests wore down No. 24 Cal fora 77-70 
otyte remain unbeaten. 
vbdmvRjtirirn had a game-high 25 
bat only seven in tne second half, 
a Ctootenari (7-0) tightened its de- 

*. Cal (4-1) shot just 33 percent from tngmrag unm (fr-uj onrtasrea me ligera u- 
we floor in foe second half aftertakinga43- 2). Kelly Thames sorted a career-high 25 
35 VW in f points for Missouri, winch stumbled 

"It wasn’t what they did. ft was more against its first ranked opponent The ueu- 
wtet we did," said Abdur-Rahim, who tral site game drew a crowd of 21 ,901, foe 
picked up las fourth foul with 8VS minutes largest for basketball m Missouri. 


opponents. 
Hugg^ Cafl»"gway impressed by Abdur- 
Rahim, whereatered as die nation’s third- 
ranked scorer, averaging 27 JB points. 

“They’re very tffloMed,” he said. “Shar 
reef is foe best p&yer we’ve played against. 
He’s so versatile, he creates problems. He’s 
better than ! thought he was." 

wn.i4Ra ^ aa,»te.i ffMi» » o MriBaJeny 
Hester but ^two fo rte -p ointers in overtime 
and Kiwane Garris scored 23 points as foe 
Fighting HKni (8-0) outlasted foe Tigers (7- 


Iead the 76ers to a 108-104 victory over foe 
Utah Jazz. 

Ruffin made 9 of 14 shots, including 7- 
of-10 from three-point range. 

“I just had the feeling ^ tonight," said 
Ruffin, whose previous NBA high was 20 
points with Phoenix last year. * ‘I’ve taken a 
long road to get here and I’m just trying to 
relax and play my game." 

Another unlikely hero came in the form 
of Kevin Gamble, forced into a starting role 
by injuries to his Miami teammates, who 
scored a career-high 37 points as foe Heal 
snapped a five-game losing streak with a 
112-104 victory over New Jersey. 

Gamble, who had been averaging only 
eight points, said of his injured teammates, 
“Those guys can’t help us right now, so we 
have to step up and carry the load until they 
get healthy.” 

In die less-heroic side of die NBA, Don 
MacLean matched his career high with 38 
points, helping Denver defeat Golden 
State, 109-104. But MacLean also lost part 
of a to oth when he got involved in a fracas 


with Chris Gatling. 

MacLean was furious, and remained so 
after the game — refusing to speak with 
reporters out of fear be would say some- 
thing about the officials that would cost 
him aline. 

But Gading wasn't nearly so reticent 

“I got him,” he said. “It started early. 
There was pushing and shoving. I took it 
another step, and I guess he took it another 
step. He gota good first shot, and I hit him 
with a forearm and then with an open palm. 
Later on, he hit me, but no one saw iL" 

T6«» ton. Jam to* In Philadelphia, Jer- 
ry Stackhouse had 18 points and 15' re- 
bounds as foe 76ers won their second 
straight Vernon Maxwell scored all 15 of 
his points in the second half for the 76ers. 
Karl Malone had 3 1 points and eight assists 
for the Jazz, while Jeff Homacek. added 22 
points. 

Magic 107, TimbenrolwM ICO Anfemee 
Hardaway scored 32 points and Shaquille 
O’Neal bad 30 as Orlando remained un- 
beaten at home. Nick Anderson had 21 


points, 10 rebounds and nine assists as foe 
Magic ii 


lagic improved to 13-0 at Orlando Arena. 
Christian Laetmer led Minnesota with 27 
points and 10 rebounds. 

Paom ids, Lafcarm 98 In Indianapolis, 
Rik Smits scored 27 points and Derrick 
McKey had foe first triple-double of his 
eight-year career for foe Pacers. McKey 
had 17 points, 13 rebounds and 11 assists, 
while Reggie Miller added 21 points for 


Indiana. Nick Van Exel led Los Angeles 
with 20 points. 

Pi»ton» 102, Buck* 77 In Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, Allan Houston scored 29 points, 
including consecutive three-pointers dur- 
ing a 10-0 run that put Detroit in controL 
Otis Thorpe scored 19 points and Grant 
Hill 17 for the Pistons. 

Heat 112, Nets 104 In East Rutherford, 
New Jersey, Bimbo Coles scored six of his 
14 points in overtime as Miami handed foe 
Nets tbeir fourth straight loss. Danny 
Schayes had 17 points and 16 rebounds, 

. both season highs, for the Heat. The Nets 
got 26 points from Kenny Anderson, 25 
from Armon Gilliam and a career-high 20 
rebounds from Jayson Williams. 

Nuggets 109, Warriors 104 In Denver, 
Dikembe Murombo hit a hook shot with 
13 .5 seconds left as the Nuggets held off 
Golden State. The Nuggets, who suited up 
only nine players and used just seven, 
squandered a 22-point third -quarter lead 
and led by only three before Mutombo 
glided across foe lane and made foe key 
hook. 

Suns 106, Buffets 104 In Phoenix, cold- 
shooting Charles Barkiev made two free 
throws with 1.8 seconds left in overtime to 
lift the Suns over Washington. Elliot Perry 
had 20 points and 12 assists for Phoenix, 
while Barkley had 26 points and 14 re- 
bounds, although he shot only 2-of-l 6 from 
foe field. 


a goal and an assist to lead Calgary over 
Hartford in front of the smallest crowd in 
the Whalers’ franchise history. 

Just 6,563 attended the game at the 
Hartford Civic Center after more than a 
foot of snow that fell in the past two days. 
The previous low was 7,232 on Nov. 10, 
1993 against Ottawa. 

Auwtenehu 4, offers i Joe Sakic scored 
twice on power plays and Peter Forsbeig 
had three assists as Colorado won at Ed- 
monton. 

Sakic sparked the potent power play for 
the Avalanche — which entered foe game 
ranked second in the league — when be 
scored his first of two goals at 736 of the 
second period to break a l-l tie. 

Rod Wings 6, ICghty Ducks 1 Steve Yz- 
erman and Vyacheslav Kozlov each 
scored twice as Detroit beat Anaheim for 
its 17* victory in 19, games. 

Keith Primeau and Martin Lapointe 
added power-play goals, helping foe West- 
ern Conference leaders hand the Ducks 
their third straight loss. 

Camicks 2 , Kings 2 Wayne Gretzky’s 
shot from behind the net deflected into the 
goal off Vancouver defenseman Bret Hed- 
ican with 1:51 left in the third period, 
giving Los Angeles a tie with visiting 
Vancouver. 

The third straight tie between the teams 
allowed the second-place Kings to remain 
two jwints ahead of Vancouver in foe 
Pacific Division race. 

The Canucks used Scon Walker’s 10- 
foot rebound goal to take a 2-1 advantage 
with 6:31 to go in the third period. But 
Gretzky, who earlier had a goal called 
back, got a chance to square things when 
he let go of a centering pass from a severe 
angle to the left of foe net. It bounced in off 
the back of Hedican’s left skate for his 
ninth goal of foe season. 


NK THE MENACE 


PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 
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THE FAR SIDE 
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The stork on the go. 


t UWEN'T 
FINISHES’ MY 
CHRISTMAS 

SHOPPING SET 
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POSTCARD 


African Tannenbaum 


By^aUG.McNeUJr. 

— Hew York Tones Service 

Jg“AWESBURG _ It . s 
^ Qmstmastiroe in South 

^2?* “** *“> ^ coarse, 
surfing, sun and prawn 
jaroecues on ^ ^ 

^sws arc backward here in 
«» Southern Hemisphere, so 
even rf singing ‘‘WWtTchrist- 
jas wasn’t politically felio- 
^os. _it would be silly. The last 
™* it snowed on Christmas 

tTi S«* Town ’ s famous 
table Mountain was in 1957. 

But when it comes to Christ- 
“aMree feds, South African 
punsis can go feshionrccmsdous 
Americans one better. It’s not 
enough for the eco-conscien- 
tojusnere merely to have a live 
Christmas tree. They must have 
a five, indigenous Christmas 
tree. 

' The traditional Christmas 
tree has never had much of a 
grip hoe. For one dung, the 
pines, firs and cedars of Europe 
and America are not native to 
sub-Saharan Africa. There have 
been Europeans hoe since 
1652, and they, of course, have 
planted trees. But given the fact 
dial foreign pines grow well on- 
ly in a few of the microcliinates, 
and that most of the population 
is African, the Tannenbaum tra- 
dition is not tenacious. 


□ 

Most white South Africans, 
in feet, use fake Christmas trees. 
Even Keith Kirsten's, the best- 
known, most expensive nursery 
in town, hangs its Christmas 
decor on artificial trees in its 
cool entryway while oedrus de- 
odars — European cedars that 
can survive the climate — swel- 
ter in the parking lot 

“They're sharp and spiky,” 
Brett Hughes, the head horti- 
culturist, said of the deodars. 
“They'll sell, but people don't 
really like them, we also sell 
widdringtonia. They're pretty 


but the branches are soft — they 
don’t hold decorations well.” 

Down the road, the staff at 
the Witkoppen WDdflowers 
Nursery can barely conceal 
their distaste for the species 
Kirsten sells. “We’re a solely 
indigenous nursery,” said An- 
drea Hepplcwhite, an owner. 

Their Christinas tree is a 
Podocarpus henkelii, or yel- 
lowwooo, austerely decorated 
with die gilded seedpods of oth- 
er indigenous species: ma- 
hogany, kiaat, rasblaar (“noisy 
leaf' m Afrikaans) and another 
pod whose name no oik can 
remember, but it resembles a 
snake that bas swallowed three 
billiard balls. 

□ 

The yeDowwood, from the 
forests of the Indian Ocean 
coast, has a perfect Christmasy 
shape and nolds decorations 
nicely. But its “needles” are 
thin, rather droopy leaves, Like 
those on a rubber plant in a 
Manhattan office. 

Nonetheless, it is technically 
a pine tree, said Barry Duncker, 
a retired engineer and sales- 
man, who dug up the proof in 
the nursery’s library. “Oh, 
pines have leaves," he assured 
a skeptic who had recently ar- 
rived from the same hemi- 
sphere that Santa is said to in- 
habit. 

“They simply have leaves 
that resemble needles. They 
have cones, too, though you 
might not recognize Item as 
cones. But they're all the gym- 
nospenn family/' 

Hepplcwhite think* there is 
only one reason Northerners 
want b alsam -fir look-alikes: 
brainwashing. 

“Your perception of a 
Christmas tree is pro- 
grammed,” she said. ‘Tvc 
used a six-foot baobab. An 
olive, or even a thorn tree, 
makes a great Christmas 
tree.” 
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An International Lesson in Life for Ben Sidran 


By Mike Zwerin 

International Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — Musicians who sell their 
CDs out of their basement do it 
because they have no alternative, they 
can’t get a record deaL Ben Sidran has 
been avoiding that for 30 years. He 
always figured that if he couldn't 
make it in the marketplace, be didn’t 
want to make it at alL He’s also been 
avoiding his Jewish identity. 

Making his album, “life's a Les- 
son,” jazz versions of Jewish liturgical 
music, be realized that “you can run 
from your kanna but you can’t hide.” 
Sidran is a smger-songwriter-pi- 
anist inspired by Hoagy Carmichael. 
He can be compared to Mose Allison 
and Bob Dorough. The album fea- 
tures vocals in Hebrew by Sidran, 
Carole King and Lynette Margulies 
with improvised overdubs by Jewish 
jazz musicians like Lee Komtz, Bob 
Berg and Joshua Redman. 

1984. Madison, Wisconsin. Sidran 
wanted his 5-year old son to become 
aware of his own culture. He found a 
woman who conducted alternate re- 
ligious services on high holidays for 
about 30 people in a rented sfauL She 
quoted Martin Buber and played 
songs on a folk guitar. It was like 
going to camp. 

The woman asked him to accom- 
pany the congregation on a beat-up 
upright piano. They were "plain sim- 
ple people; it was very hamish.” He 
included his own song “Life's a Les- 
son” (“you can pass or you can fen 
it”) before the Kaddish. The woman 
said the song helped people understand 
that Wife Kadms H was “about death and 
life." 

It grew. People began to line up 
outside. They asked him to make a 
tape. He kept putting it off. A record 
producer can’t just toss off a tape like 
that Hie would have to produce it. 

Producer, media personality and 
writer, Sidran went to the University 
of Wisconsin with rock names Steve 
Miller and BozScaggs and has played 
with both. After hisdoctaral diesis on 
African American music was pub- 
lished as “Black Talk,” he decided 
he did not want to become a “per- 


manent secondary source.” He at- 
tacked music primarily. 

1989. He took his “Jewish pro- 
ject” into a 24-track studio in Min- 
neapolis and sang a series of Hebrew 
songs to a rhythmic click trade. Each 
song had its own premise. Mike Rich- 
mond, bass, Steve Khan, guitar,- and 
Danny Gottlieb, drums, ndAnA 
rhythm tracks to fee click. 

“Don't try to play hip,” Sidran told 
than. “This is for your ma. I want it 
to swing but don’t bebop this stuff.” 

He was spending his own money. 
Meanwhile, a Japanese firm had made 
him a partner in their Go Jazz record 
IabeL He attended a business meeting 
in a Minneapolis hotel with the 
Japanese principals and their Euro- 
pean distributor, who is German. Dis- 
cussing his projects, he mentioned a 
record by the singer Gemgic Fame and 
fee teoorman Bob Malach and then, 
somewhat reluctantly, his Hebrew 
liturgical-music tape-in-progress. 
There was a long pause. He thought 
they were embarrassed. A Japanese 
executive spoke first “I think we can 
ret publicity for ibis in Japan.” The 
Germans went along. Now he bad 
access to a viable budget. 

He “schlepped” the tree around 
with him on the road for four years. 
He’d run into musicians all over the 
place. “Look Lee,” he said to Lee 
Koniiz: “Can you blow on 

‘Eliyahu?” He called Eddie Daniels: 
“I need your Clarinet on ‘Avinu 
Malchenu.’ ” He asked Redman, 
who is black, to play on “Oseh 
Shalom”: “His mother's Jewish. Ac- 
cording to the law of return he's a 
Jew.” Randy Brecker agreed to solo 
on “B'Rosh Hashana.” When he 
asked Lou Soloff to rec ord “Kol 
Nidra,” Soloff did not believe him. 
“No, seriously,” be said: “What 
song are we going to do?’' 

The cathartic event was when, over 
lunch, vibrapbenist Mike Mamieri 
said: “I bear you’re doing this Jewish 
record. Vd like to participate." 

“Sony, man,” Sidran replied, 
somewhMabashed,“butthisisforthe 
brothers.” Mamieri pulled out a large 
bock about Jews in the Renaissance; 
he had underlined die name of an 




S: 




ancestor who had changed his name to 
escape persecution. “AU my life. I’ve, 
been choking on this,” Mamieri said. 
Sidran choked up himself: “No prob- 
lem. You're on this record.” 

After university, Sidran had con- 
tinued as a parallel “secondary 
source,” writing articles for Rolling 
Stone, Esquire and others. He hosted 
a weekly program for National Public 


Quiriut Km* 

Singer-pianist Sidran: Jazz versions of Jewish liturgical music. 


Radio called ‘ 1 Sidran on Marie” and 
the similar-format cable TV show 
“New Visions.” When he began to 
work on the music for “Hoop 
Dreams,” which be describes as a 
“hard-core black movie,” producer 
Billy Taylor of die CBS-TV show 
“Sunday Morning” thought that the 
same guy working ou black and Jew- 
ish projects at the same time was a 


good stoory. A crew followed him 
around and they aired a 10-minute 
segment. - 

Sidran 's. band closed George 
Weis's Avery Fisher Hall concert 
“The Relationship of Blacks and 
Jews, in Jazz,” and die influential 
Japanese, magazine Swing Journal 
.followed up witha five-page story on 
the same subject pegged to Sidnm’s 
album. They ran. pictures of people 
tike Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw 
and Buddy Rich.' 

Meanwhile, fee company started to - 

distribute. But in America, he says: 
“I couldn’t- give it away.” He 
Fedexed copies of the CD to 12 
record company presidents: “I know 
them alL They're all Jewish. Every 
one of them. And I got just about fee 
same reaction. Something like, ‘It's 
beautifiti music but,' sorry, ain’t help 
you. A record in Hebrew just isn’t, 
going to sell. But. bey, can you send 
me a few more copies?' ” 

After pointing out that Brazilian 
records with songs sung in Por- 
tuguese sell gold all the time, he 
leaned back and reflected: 

“It’s not that they were embar- 
rassed about being Jewish. They're 
just not interested in anything that 
sells less than 200,000 copies. Period. 
At least any rap record nas the pos- 
sibility of making them a million 
bucks'. They didn't want to bave to go 
into a marketing meeting and say, 
‘Here’s a project that’s important to 
me. Go out and sell it’ They were 
trying to avoid an embarrassing sit- 
uation. Their money wasn’t in it with 
their hearts. I finally concluded that 
tins is an ethically bankrupt busi- 
ness.” 

So he manufactured 500 copies on 
- his own; then 2,000. So far he has 
moved 25,000. After 30 years in fee 
business, avoiding both his Jewish 
identity and selling CDs from his 
basement, he winds up doing both. 

Still not distributed in fee United 
States, “Life’s a Lesson” isavailable 
' “from me: PO Box 2023, Madison, 
Wisconsin, 53701, fax (608) 251- 
1084. We’ll mail anywhere in the 
world, one at a time. See? It's true 
about the Jewish conspiracy.” 
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T HE Eagles earned $63:3 million tour- 
ing in 1995 — more than all other acts 
on the concert circuit The top 50 touring 
acts grossed $742 million this year, down 
from $1 billion in 1994 but still tins third 
biggest year ever for the industry, the trade 
publication Pollster reported. Boyz II Men 
finished second with $43.2 million, and 
R.E.M. was third, earning $38.7 million. 
The Grateful Dead was fourth, earning 
$33 .5 million even though the band didn’t 
perform after the death in July of Jerry 
Garda. 

□ 

There Bin Clinton sat, watching his 15- 
year-old daughter, Chelsea, guide a bor- 
rowed car along a secluded stretch of road 
and having the thoughts of thousands of 
fathers before him: “I was sitting there 
thinking, you know, it seems like just yes- 
terday I was changing her diapers, and here 
she is driving me around in a car. You raise 
them to be good, successful adults. But it’s 
hard to let go.” Clinton mused about 
Chelsea, his only child, in People magazine, 
which listed him as one of the most in- 
triguing people of the year. “I kid her, you 
know, that it’s OJC if she leaves borne at 25 
and gets married at 30. But I'm afraid she's 
_ to leave home a lot before that. She 
an interesting life, and I think on fee 
whole she handles it very responsibly.” ■ 

□ 

Donna Hanover Giuliani, the wife of 
New York’s Republican mayor, wll play 
the sister of a Democratic president in the 
movies. Hanover, a one-tune TV news- 
woman, has been cast as Rnth Carter 
Stapleton, a Baptist evangelist and sister 
of Jimmy Carter, in the Milos Forman 
movie “The People vs. Larry FlynL" “I 
hope she wins an Academy Award,” said 
her husband. Mayor Rudolph GiulianL 

□ 

John Wayne Bobbitt has been ordered 
to serve the remaining four months of a 
five-month sentence be received last year 
for beating up his former fianefe, a topless 
dancer. The judge said Bobbitt had skipped 
too many of the domestic-violence coun- 
seling sessions he had been required to 
attend. Bobbitt claimed he was learning 
disabled and could not concentrate at the 
counseling sessions. 

□ 

Martha Stewart is miffed about a chilly 
reception she got in Buffalo, New York, the 



MICHAEL IN DISNEYLAND — Michael Jackson in Santa’s sled with some 
young tourists at Euro Disneyland. Jackson is staying at the park near Paris. 


self-proclaimed “city of good neighbors.” 
The celebrity homemaker left a charity 
luncheon before signing all the books thin 
were bought. About 1,000 women attend- 
ed. Some of the women complained that 
they were promised an autograph, and oth- 
ers said the event was overbooked and 
poorly organized. Stewart said the crit- 
icism directed at her was unfounded: Her 
contract called for a 90-minute book sign- 
ing. She wrote a letter to The Buffalo News 
saying she may not be back. 

□ 

James Earl Jones says that Hollywood 
is too narrow-minded to portray apartheid 
from a black point of view but that his new 
film. ‘ ‘Cry, the Beloved Country." is a step 
in the right direction. The movie features 
Jones as a South African minister who 
forms a bond with a rich white fanner, 
played by Richard Harris, after then-sons 
are caught up in a tragic incident Jones 
said he was pleased with the movie even 


though the role of the farmer was built up 
so Harris could co-star. “They were afraid 
that without a white actor, they wouldn’t 
get the financing,” he said. “Continuing in 
this vein pampers that narrowness of 
mind.” 

□ 

The country singer Doug Stone has been, 
released from a hospital after being treated 
for a mild heart attack. Stone. 38, said the 
attack was not related to the quadruple- 
bypass heart surgery he underwent in 1992.' 
He was treated with medicine, and no 
surgery is planned. 

□ ‘ 
Luciano Pavarotti announced Thurs-. 
day that a music therapy center would be' 

feewar in Bosnia. “I consider the chilci^n 
of Moslar as my brothers in anns,” uie 
singer said, recalling how Us childhood, 
had been marked by World War IL 
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